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From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family, 

It has now been 47 years since Roe v. Wade, the Supreme Court decision that 
protects women’s rights to abortion. 

This is an important issue for Christians because the Bible gives clear 
teaching on the value of human life, as well as the dignity of humanity made 
in the image of God. God defines life, defends life, and judges life denied. 

Let’s first look at human life defined.  Where must we look for such a 
definition?  Only in Scripture should the definition be found and it ought to 
bring us to our knees with amazement and praise.  Consider the first chapter 
of Genesis, verses 26-27.  We are image bearers of the Great Creator.  We 
have the capacity to know things, to have morals, and to become holy, as 
Christ is holy as we live victoriously in the Spirit.  And we are made princes 
over all God has made.  (Psalm 8)  We have been delegated the fine job of 
caring for his creation.  The crown of God’s creation we are, and what a task 
we have!  From long ago, God knew each of his own, and each is special.  
(Psalm 139)  We live to “glorify and enjoy Him forever.” 

Human life defended looks like this:  God says that man made in his image is 
special.  When God covenants with Noah after the flood has subsided, he 
says, “Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for 
in the image of God has God made man.”  (Gen. 9:6)  God takes seriously the 
taking of life that he created and blessed—the 6th commandment demands 
it.  Murder to God is as if an artist hands you a gift, a piece of his own 
handiwork—and you ball it up and throw it in his face.  Further in the Old 
Testament, God’s laws protect his people Israel from murderers.  They must 
be purged from the community!  (Deut. 19)  A murderer must be put to 
death, Numbers 35 tells us, because one who commits such a crime against 
God’s creation pollutes the rest of Israel.  Jesus, Paul, and James each quote 
the OT commandment, “Do not murder.”  And so God defends human life 
with a heavy and strong fist.  His most significant creation, man in his image, 
is protected by a dignity that no other part of his work was given.  This is our 
great safety net—the image of God!  Human life is sacred as defined by its 
author, it is to be protected above all else, and is only to be controlled by 
God.  He gives life and takes it. 

Human life denied is characterized by our society, politics, and the abortion 
industry.  Yes, industry.  Their definitions of life:  “life is a choice,”  “life is 
defined by quality,”  “life is defined by each individual,” “an inconvenience or 
mistake.”  And our culture throws God’s greatest piece of art back into his 
face and our net of safety is eroded.  Without a view of the image of God in 
man, human life becomes irrelevant.  RU-486, Abortion on Demand, Partial 
Birth Abortion, Euthanasia, Dr. Kevorkian, “pull the plug,” and the like.  
Man is redefining life.  Man decides when life ends.  But man too is quickly 
attempting to control when life begins, how the life is designed, and how to 
make a superman!  And so we watch the sacred definition of life cheapened, 
and the safety net of man disappears more and more rapidly. 
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EVENTS 

JANUARY 

19 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

22 Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 

26 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

29 Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 

FEBRUARY 

1 Grace Presbytery, Winston Salem, NC
—8 AM-4:15 PM 

2 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship & Lord’s Supper—11 AM, 
Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, Evening Worship
—6 PM 

5 Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 

9 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

12 Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 

16 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Fellowship Luncheon
—12:10 PM, Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

19 Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 

23 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

26 Wednesdays at First ARP - 7 PM 
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Take heed dear folks.  Life is to be defined God’s way.  The Psalmist writes, “For 
with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.”  (36:9)  We live 
because God gave us life, we know because God is true light, and we live 
eternally and are forgiven of the most heinous sins—even abortion, through the 
Son of God, the Christ, who gave his life that we might have life.   

Christian, live well with the dignity God has given you.  Protect life, respect it, 
and do not weary in keeping true to God’s definition of life—for we “are 
fearfully and wonderfully made” by the God of Creation.  (Psalm 139) 

Check out LIGONIER CONNECT this year!  All ages can benefit from this 
valuable resource—brief  devotional essays to sermons to classes! 

Pick up your copy of TABLETALK Magazine from Ligonier 
Ministries at the entrances to the Sanctuary or 
Fellowship Hall Resource Shelf or read online! 

“Throughout the annals of time, many people have struggled to 
define the will of God.  When we talk about God’s will today, we 

tend to speak about things in reference to ourselves—usually good 
things such as our spouses, our children, our jobs, our finances, 
and our hobbies.  Historically, however, when theologians have 

discussed the will of God, they have done so to say things 
primarily about God—usually about deep things such as God’s 

nature, God’s decree, God’s freedom, God’s sovereignty, and God’s 
wisdom.  This wasn’t to ignore life’s big decisions but to locate 

them in the vast expanse of the eternal purposes of God.”  Read 
more in January’s Tabletalk Defining the Will of God, by John 

Tweeddale (tabletalkmagazine.com). 

	                        

 	                       NURSERY  	                                COUNTERS               OFFICER ON DUTY 

January 19    Vicki McPherson & Andrew Carden   James Constable       James Constable 

January 26     Ashlyn Carden & Macon Baird          Jim Lynch	        Bryan Crotts	  

sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington 
Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org
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BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY 

20 Julie Snow

29 Ashlyn Carden

FEBRUARY 

7 John Robinson

15 Eli Mendiola

10 George McKinney

11 Brenda Holland

15 Jan Burwell

17 Karen Hoke

18 Lynn Limon

ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY 

3 Cathy & John Young

14 Maggie & Steven Mendiola

 “Great are the works of the 
Lord, studied by all who 
delight in them.” 

Psalm 111:2, ESV

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit here--

firstarpburlington.org & 
select the “Evening Bulletin.” 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings, 1/12/20  $6,782.71
      Year To Date 2020 Giving  $11,365.06

                              2 Week Average   $5,682.53
         Weekly 2020 Budget Needs   $4,183.26

          Legacy Fund Balance    $93,048.53
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