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From the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

What can come from humble beginnings? 

A wide range of biographies and histories show that much can come 
from small things! 

We read a biography of Abraham Lincoln to our kids when they were 
younger. He was a very poor, backwoods boy. He was self-taught and 
not from any blue-blood family. He became a great President of the 
U.S. and steered our nation through one of its most terrible times. 

The great Roman Empire had small beginnings as many small towns 
were brought together through a network of magistrates and military 
leaders. This empire grew in size as it occupied much of the area 
surrounding the Mediterranean Sea, lasting the better part of a 
millennium. The empire’s lasting influence on literature, philosophy, 
art, government and more are staggering. 

Adam and Eve lived in a garden in the East. Eve is known as the 
mother of all, or the life giver. All of human kind can be traced to her! 

Abraham was called from a great city to take up life for the Lord in an 
obscure area called Canaan. In his day he only had one child to 
secure the promise the Lord had made to bring from his own body a 
great nation of people. And now the Scriptures tell us that the saints 
in glory will be innumerable! 

Moses delivered a small nation from bondage. That nation grew from 
a sibling rivalry that led Jospeh to Egypt as a slave. When God meant 
to save his family, Jacob and his kin settled to escape the famine. 
They increased greatly and then fled for the Promised Land. 

This Promised Land is about the size of Rhode Island. From it have 
come kings, prophets, and men and women of great faith. 

And let’s not forget about a significant baby born in “the little town” 
of Bethlehem. 

Approximately one third of the world’s population have some claim 
on Christianity, that is, they profess some sort of faith in and 
allegiance to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

What can come from small beginnings? One of the 
dominant world religions, that’s what! See you Sunday! 
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EVENTS 

DECEMBER 

4 Lessons & Carols Rehearsal
—6 P.M. 

8 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship, 11 AM, 
LESSONS AND CAROLS & 
Reception—6 PM, Christmas 
Flower Donations & Forms 
due 

11 & 18 Wednesdays at First 
ARP—6 PM 

15 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Nursery Volunteer Lunch—
12:05 PM, Christmas Caroling 
& Treat Bag Delivery (Hot 
Chocolate & cookies to follow)
—6 PM 

22 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

24 Christmas Eve Service—5 
PM 

29 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11AM, 
Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

31 Year-end Contributions 
Due Date 

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 

2250 Saddleclub Road. Burlington, NC 27215 • firstarpburlington.org • 336.584.6929 • facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington 

http://firstarpburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington
http://firstarpburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington


December 4, 2019 Volume 47 Issue 46 

Pick up your copy of TABLETALK Magazine from Ligonier 
Ministries at the entrances to the Sanctuary or 

Fellowship Hall Resource Shelf! 

💐 CHRISTMAS FLOWERS—If you would like to donate towards live 
flowers for Sunday, December  15 & 22, in honor of or in memory of a friend or 

loved one, please fill out a form and return with your donation by Sunday, 
December 8.  The forms are at the Sanctuary entrances. 

Year-end Contributions to the Church for 2019 must be either received in 
the church office by or postmarked by December 31, 2019.  Thank you! 

▶WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST ARP  
>DEC. 11 & 18 

>Gather for a Bible Study on the Book of Romans—led by 
Rev. Bryan Crotts at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 >CAT KIDS may come early to quote the latest Westminster Shorter 
Catechism learned to Mr. & Mrs.Haynes! Receive a treat for every 5 learned! 

Lessons & Carols Rehearsal will be Wednesday, December 4 
at 6 PM.  Supper provided! 

Lessons & Carols 
Sunday Evening, December 8 at 6 PM! 

Join us to ring in this advent season as we hear the 
Scriptures read and sung.  Reception to follow.  Please bring 

a treat—vegetable, fruit, savory or sweet! 

Nursery Volunteer Appreciation Lunch will be Sunday, December 15 
following the Morning Worship Service. 

	                              NURSERY  	                                             COUNTERS          OFFICER ON DUTY 

December 8	       Carol Erb & Vicki McPherson	  Bill Haynes             Bryan Crotts		  

December 15     Mandy Crotts & Sandy Johnson               James Constable     Larry Isley 

sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington 
Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org 

“If the birth of Jesus was so gladsome to our cousins the angels, what should it be to us? If it 
made our neighbors sing who had comparatively so small a share in it, how should it make us 
leap for joy? Oh, if it brought heaven down to earth, should not our songs go up to heaven? If 
heaven’s gate of pearl was set open at its widest, and a stream of shining ones came running 
downward to the lower skies, to anticipate the time when they shall all descend in solemn 
pomp at the glorious advent of the great King; if it emptied heaven for a while to make earth 
so glad, ought not our thoughts and praises and all  our loves to go pouring up to the eternal 
gate, leaving earth a while that we may crowd heaven with the songs of mortal men?”  

—Charles Spurgeon
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BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

5 John Young

13 Carol Erb

14 Rick Erb

14 Sheila Ector

15 Donna Wolff

16 Cynthia Ward

27 Caroline Baird

27 Kathryn Crotts

28 Maggie Mendiola

30 Mandy Crotts

30 June Little

31 Matt Erb

31 Kristen Snow

ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER 

22 Kathy & Larry Isley

26 Sheila & Robert Ector

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit here--

firstarpburlington.org & 
select the “Evening Bulletin.” 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings, 12/1/19 $3,832.25
     Year To Date 2019 Giving $184,371.25

        48 Week Average $3841.06
     Weekly 2019 Budget Needs $4,385
     Legacy Fund Balance  $96,534
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