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From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family, 

I still receive twice-monthly a print news magazine called WORLD. Even 
though we live in a digital age, I still like the walk to the front yard to pick up 
the daily paper, as well as the excitement of opening the mail box for its 
contents. 

My soon-to-arrive copy of WORLD will be the year-in-review issue, complete 
with pictures of notable events from far and wide in 2019. It is a good 
exercise in history and thankfulness to read through what has taken place in 
God’s world. 

I wish our church could produce such an issue, complete with pictures, 
describing in word and pictures what most of us have forgotten or even 
missed. The Lord has been good this year—let’s review! 

One of our goals that we state often is that we want each of our members to 
get safely home to heaven. Those under our care should know the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, receive our Lord as their Savior, and rest in Him alone for their 
salvation for the remainder of their life until God should call them home to 
glory. Since last December, a dozen of our members have been called home. 
While we miss them, it should be called to mind that this is our ultimate 
destiny. We long for heaven, and so several of our loved ones have made 
their way home! 

Another of our challenges for 2019 was to adjust our spending to align with 
our income, values, and mission. All around, we have met that challenge. By 
the Lord’s grace, together with your hearty giving and the dedicated 
volunteer hours of a handful of folks, it appears we will end the year well. In 
addition to managing our income and expenses, we have utilized our 
reserves to replace the entire roof of our facility, as well as our oldest HVAC 
system. The remainder of our reserves have been invested with The ARP 
Foundation for long term growth for future needs. 

Most of our weekly ministry may seem to many a routine of the same old 
same old. Yes, that’s exactly right! While most of the church in the world 
revels in the most sensational that man can produce, we stick to old school 
church. Our Lord’s marching orders are to preach, pray, sing, read, serve 
communion, baptize, encourage, exhort, serve, and more. God works 
through what are historically called His “ordinary means of grace”. They are 
ordinary, perhaps boring to some, but used by God in mighty ways. And this 
year we have seen God’s ordinary means do their mighty work as folks have 
come to faith in Christ, learned more about their faith, and been encouraged 
in the Christian life. 

Be encouraged! We have small church in the world’s eyes, yet a big Gospel 
ministry entrusted to us. No telling what the Lord will do in 2020. 

See you Sunday, 
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EVENTS 

DECEMBER 

18 Wednesdays at First ARP—6 
PM 

22 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Hymn Sing—5:45 PM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

24 Christmas Eve Service—5 PM 

29 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11AM, Hymn 
Sing—5:45 PM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

31 Year-end Contributions Due 
Date 

JANUARY 

5 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11AM, Hymn 
Sing—5:45 PM, Evening Worship—
6 PM 

12 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11AM, Hymn 
Sing—5:45 PM, Evening Worship—
6 PM 

19 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11AM, Hymn 
Sing—5:45 PM, Evening Worship—
6 PM 

26 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11AM, Hymn 
Sing—5:45 PM, Evening Worship—
6 PM 
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Merry Christmas! 
“Many thanks to those who came Sunday evening, singing beautiful Christmas 

carols and bringing well-filled gift bags.  The group’s voices blended well 
together, and the gift bags were filled with all sorts of  goodies and useful items.  
 How good it was to see some of  our church friends again!  We do thank you 

for this wonderful  gift of  love!”	  ~ Jim & Lola Knox 

Pick up your copy of TABLETALK Magazine from Ligonier 
Ministries at the entrances to the Sanctuary or 

Fellowship Hall Resource Shelf! 

Year-end Contributions to the Church for 2019 must be 
either received in the church office by or postmarked 

by December 31, 2019.  Thank you! 

▶WEDNESDAYS AT FIRST ARP  

>TONIGHT, December 18 
>Gather for a Bible Study on the Book of Romans—led by 

Rev. Bryan Crotts at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 
 >CAT KIDS may come early to quote the latest Westminster Shorter 

Catechism learned to Mr. & Mrs.Haynes! Receive a treat for every 5 learned! 

 
	                             NURSERY  	                       COUNTERS          OFFICER ON DUTY 

December 22    Ashlyn & Andrew Carden	  Larry Isley               James Constable	       

December 29    Macon Baird & Lynn Limon	  Ferald Mann           Larry Isley	  

sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington 
Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org 

“On this side of glory, nothing ever quite matches up to our 
hopes and dreams. That does not mean everything is bad, but 

just that the good things of life never deliver on all the 
promises we’ve attached to them…Much of our dissatisfaction 
is due to sin. But even if we were not fallen, we would long for 
more. We were, to paraphrase Augustine, made for God, and 
we will experience restlessness until we see Him face-to-face.”  

~Robert Rothwell, “The Let Down of Christmas”, Table Talk Magazine, 12/2019
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BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

27 Caroline Baird

27 Kathryn Crotts

28 Maggie Mendiola

30 Mandy Crotts

30 June Little

31 Matt Erb

31 Kristen Snow

JANUARY 

1 Arieanne Wright

20 Julie Snow

29 Ashlyn Carden

ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER 

22 Kathy & Larry Isley

26 Sheila & Robert Ector

JANUARY 

9 Frankie & Phil Beaman

There never was a time 
when the Son was not. The 

Son always relates to the 
Father as Son, and the 
Father is always Father. 
—Brandon D. Crowe, TableTalk 

Magazine, 12/2019 

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit here--

firstarpburlington.org & 
select the “Evening Bulletin.” 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings, 12/15/19 $2,976.40
     Year To Date 2019 Giving $196,881.31

         50 Week Average $3,937.62
          Weekly 2019 Budget Needs $4,385

     Legacy Fund Balance  $96,709

https://tabletalkmagazine.com
http://www.sermonaudio.com
mailto:pastor@firstarpburlington.org
mailto:finance@firstarpburlington.org
mailto:ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org
https://www.firstarpburlington.org/about/bulletins/
https://www.firstarpburlington.org/about/bulletins/

	EVENTS
	From the Pastor
	BIRTHDAYS
	ANNIVERSARIES

