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From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family—  

At our denomination’s General Synod Meeting last week, those in 
attendance were able to hear many very fine sermons from our ARP 
brothers, as well as our RP (Reformed Presbyterian Church North 
America) brothers. 

When I listen to sermons, I’m a note taker. I was brought up to sit up 
front, listen with your eyes on the speaker, and take good notes. I 
return from conferences, presbytery meetings, lectures, and synod 
meetings with a stash of notes. I keep a folder of them all as they 
usually provide for memorable spiritual food. In addition to every 
seminary class note, I have 18 years of notes from attending all such 
gatherings. 

At this year’s Synod I heard several challenges that I want to share 
with you in paragraph form below. The words are my own way of 
communicating to you what I heard and what I think are particularly 
of note for our church. 

In general, it would be good for you to understand that most 
speakers understand the challenge looming over us all—that it is 
difficult to be a faithful Christ follower or church in 2019. Many 
individuals and churches have gone the way of the world, becoming 
largely ineffective for the kingdom of Jesus. 

Challenge Number 1: We need to work towards ensuring that our 
churches are firm in the faith in 2019. Our denomination has a set of 
standards, which if followed, keep us in the vein of the historic 
Christian faith and life. Our deep roots in the Protestant 
Reformation, Scottish Presbyterianism, and Southern (USA) 
Presbyterianism give us a biblical way to worship, govern, discipline, 
preach, and believe. And above all, we hold the Bible to be our 
supreme authority, and these ideals set us on a firm ground to go 
against the grain of the ways of the world. 

Challenge Number 2: Our churches should be marked by God-
centered worship, Christ-exalting preaching & teaching, making 
mature Christians or disciples, and a goal to evangelize the world 
with the simple message of salvation by repentance through faith in 
Jesus Christ. 

Challenge Number 3: Living the individual Christian life is a matter 
of daily dying to self, remembering that we live post-fall east of Eden 
and must endure many hardships under the sun. The nature of the 
Christian life is often not glamorous but filled with daily “mundane 
frustrations” and “unspectacular difficulties” that are our lot in life 
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EVENTS 

JUNE 

23 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

25 Young at Heart—11:45 AM 

30 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

JULY 

7 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

14 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

17 Revelation Study & Supper 
(pizza & salad)—6:00 PM 

21 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

28 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

31 Revelation Study & Supper 
(bbq & fixins)—6 PM 
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until Jesus comes to make all things new. We must keep our eyes on 
Jesus, who has lived this same life but already overcome it, and we will 
one day overcome it as we march to Zion by faith. 

Challenge Number 4: Christianity in America is at a crossroads. Each 
church, each Christian, and the whole church in the USA must decide 
to follow Jesus seriously, laying aside whatever hinders faithfulness 
and not seeing the church with human eyes, but the eyes of faith. 

These challenges I take to heart personally, for First ARP Church, and 
for the sake of Christ’s glory. I hope you do as well! 

Lord willing, see you on the Lord’s Day— 

______________________________________________ 
Check out the Resource Shelf, located outside of 
the kitchen in the Fellowship Hall Wing! New books 
have appeared.  

❤ Young at Heart gathers again Tuesday, June 25 at 
11:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall.  Mr. Tony Honeycutt, 
Executive Director of the Piedmont Rescue Mission, 
(piedmontrescuemission.org) will address the group.  The 
meal will be “potluck.” 

Revelation Study & Supper—Wednesdays, July 17 & 31 at 6 P.M.

(pizza & salad, July 17 & bbq & fixins, July 31)

Ariel Constable & Justin Jeffries are getting married in July!  If 
you would like to shower them with a gift they are registered at 
amazon.com “McKayla Constable & Justin Jeffries”; gifts may be 
placed in the basket in the Fellowship Hall. 

STEWARDSHIP SNAPSHOT: Tithes & Offerings  6/16/19 $1,869.24 

          YTD 2019 Giving - $92,891.54 

  24-Week Average - $3,870.48 

  Weekly 2019 Budget Needs $4,385 

Legacy Fund Balance -  $94,859 

	            NURSERY  	                    COUNTERS         OFFICER ON DUTY 

June 23	 Sandra Johnson, Vicki McPherson     Bill Haynes	        Bryan Crotts 
June 30	 Lynn Limon, Macon Baird	      	                        James Constable 

 |sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington |  
| Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org | 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org

�2

BIRTHDAYS 

JULY 

24 Sandra Johnson

24 Patrick Crotts

30 Laurie Isley

ANNIVERSARIES 

JUNE 

19 Mandy & Bryan Crotts

JULY 

2 Cindy & Dick Wright

20 Ashlyn & Andrew 
Carden

“Have I not commanded you?  Be 
strong and courageous.  Do not 
be frightened, and do not be 
dismayed, for the LORD your 
God is with you wherever you 
go.”                 Joshua 1:9, ESV

For PRAYER NEEDS OF 
THE CONGREGATION 
visit here--
firstarpburlington.org  
& select the “Evening 
Bulletin.” 
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