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From the Pastor 

Dear Congregation, 

Our congregation is privileged to be part of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. Since our congregation’s start in 1965, we have 
been part of this national church. 

What exactly does that mean for us? What are the benefits? 

We are connected to other like-minded churches. We adhere to the 
Bible as God’s Word, the Westminster Standards (Confession & 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms) as our expression of faith and the 
system of Presbyterian government. 

Being connected means that we are not alone. We stand with others 
in every aspect of church life. We don’t have to reinvent the wheel 
but jumping aboard with a group already doing what we are doing. It 
also gives us collective benefits like legal counsel, human resource 
assistance, benefits for employees and more. 

In our day, a denomination that remains steadfast to the Word of 
God is rather odd. Many have rejected God’s Word in various ways 
and follow the course of this world, humanistic thinking or follow 
their own sinful impulses. We are blessed to submit to the eternal 
Word of God in areas of worship, belief, life and duty. 

The Westminster Standards, a gift to the church from the protestant 
reformation and English Parliament in the 1600s, is an amazing 
statement on what the Bible teaches. It is a fine summary, a 
wonderful teaching tool and a useful measuring stick for the church 
of God. It is a subordinate standard to the Bible in that the Bible is 
our ultimate source, while the Standards help us understand the 
Bible’s vast teachings. 

Our Presbyterian government (Form of Government, Book of 
Discipline and Book of Worship) is helpful to us as we navigate 
order, deal with issues, and operate as an organization. 

In mid-June, our national church meets to maintain these standards. 
Every pastor has the right to sit and deliberate. Each church is able to 
send one or more elders, depending on membership size. 

We are watching denominations wobble and waver on the historic 
Christian faith, so let’s be thankful that we are part of one that is 
striving to be faithful to her Lord. 

May God’s Church prosper!  
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EVENTS 

JUNE 

2 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship & Lord’s Supper
—11 AM, Ed Limon Retirement 
Luncheon/Missions & Jubilee 
Celebration—12:10 PM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

9 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

10-14 General Synod 2019 at 
Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA 

16 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

17 Stated Session Meeting 

23 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

25 Young at Heart—11:45 AM 

30 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Evening 
Worship—6 AM 
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Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 2 Fellowship Lunch!  This is 
our annual Missions Luncheon & Jubilee Birthday Celebration & 
additionally we will be celebrating ED LIMON’S retirement.  A basket 
will be available for cards of well wishes and gift cards.  Ham, turkey, 
drinks & cake will be provided; please bring a salad, vegetable, fruit or 
bread. 

🍼 Pick up your APS Baby Bottle to fill with coins, bills or even a 
check to support Piedmont Rescue Mission’s Alamance Pregnancy 
Services during the months of May & June during their BABY 
BOTTLE BOOMERANG.  They are a Christian non-profit faith based 
agency offering free, caring, confidential pregnancy consultation, as 
well as a “store” for mother’s-to-be to shop—at no cost—for 
maternity & baby clothing & toys, etc. 

Ariel Constable & Justin Jeffries are getting married in July!  If 
you would like to shower them with a gift they are registered at 
amazon.com “McKayla Constable & Justin Jeffries”; gifts may be 
placed in the basket in the Fellowship Hall. 

The Book Your Pastor Wishes You Would Read (But Is Too 
Embarrassed to Ask) is a book by Christopher Ash.  It is not a 
book about protecting abusive pastors or covering for lazy 
ones. It’s not about celebrating pastors who refuse to carry out 
their God-given calling. Rather, it’s about creating an 
atmosphere in which pastors can carry out their unique 
tasks with joy and freedom, caring for the flock even as 
the flock cares for them. 

What Ash wants to set before the reader is a two-way 
congregational dynamic in which the pastor cares for the 
people and the people care for the pastor. In that way both 

carry out their God-given responsibility and both grow in 
Christ-likeness. It’s the ultimate win-win. Not only that, but it exposits the command of  
Hebrews 13:17 and teaches how to heed it: “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of  no advantage to you.” 
Do you see that? Taking good care of  your pastor is good for them and for you (just as 
the pastor taking care of  you is good for him and for the whole church). 

Stewardship Snapshot: Tithes and Offerings 5/26/19 $ Will be included in next 
week’s newsletter 

          YTD 2019 Giving - $Will be included in next week’s 
newsletter 

  21-Week Average - $Will be included in next week’s newsletter 

  Weekly 2019 Budget Needs $4,385 

Legacy Fund Balance -  $94,760 

	   	 NURSERY  	 	     COUNTERS      	                 OFFICER ON DUTY 

June 2	 Anne Garner & Macon Baird	     Ferald Mann	                  Bryan Crotts 

June 9	 Vicki McPherson & Darrell Plyter	     James Constable	                  James Constable 
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| Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org | 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org
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BIRTHDAYS 

MAY 

30 Kathy Isley

JUNE 

4 Dick Wright

9 Darrell Plyter

ANNIVERSARIES 

JUNE 

7 Kristen & John Snow

8 Lola & Jim Knox

9 Esther & Darrell Plyter

16 Kathryn & Stephen Crotts

19 Mandy & Bryan Crotts

Remind them of these things, and ycharge 
them before God2 znot to quarrel about 
words, awhich does no good, but only 
ruins the hearers. 15 Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one approved,3 
a worker bwho has no need to be 
ashamed, rightly handling the word of 
truth. 16 But cavoid dirreverent babble, 
for it will lead people into more and more 
ungodliness, 17 and their talk will spread 
like gangrene.  2 Timothy 2:14-16

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit here--
firstarpburlington.org & select the 
Evening Bulletin. 
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