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From the Pastor 
 
Dear Congregation, 

In December of last year, the Session asked the Congregation to 
approve a budget that was trimmed back from previous years. 

Our goal was to reduce spending to a level that would allow the 
church to only spend the dollars that are coming in through the 
Lord’s tithes and the offerings of the congregation. For several years, 
the church’s expenses for the general fund budget were exceeding 
giving levels. In fact, in 2017 and 2018, over thirty thousand dollars 
were spent each year out of reserves. The reduction in reserves was 
over and above other expenses that would normally draw down our 
savings accounts, such as facility maintenance and other unforeseen 
expenses. 

Realizing this pattern was unsustainable in 2019, we presented to 
you a budget that was a bit radical. Our staffing costs were right-
sized, volunteers have taken up some duties we could no longer 
afford, and a third year with no salary increases was necessary. 

These changes to our budget, along with careful week-by-week 
management of income and expenses has paid off. Our Session 
reported to you at March’s Town Hall about many of these things, 
but only spoke generally. After four months, we have a good bit of 
data that allows us to give an update that is significant. 

Along with the weekly Stewardship Snapshot, which you may find on 
the next page, we can report the following after four months: YTD 
Income = $67,114 and YTD Expenses = $62,560. Note that the 
Difference = $4,554 is a positive number! 

This has come as a result of many efforts coming together: your 
consistent giving, volunteer labor, staff sacrifices, reduced utility 
costs from advanced thermostats, and Session-approved expenses 
temporarily suspended. 

As with many of your personal budgets, a surplus is not “free money” 
but is accumulated for expected expenditures. Our annual liability 
insurance premiums for the church are due each September at a cost 
of $5,800. As you can see from quick math, our surplus along with 
another bit of savings through the summer will quickly be gone as we 
pay for insurance. 

Let’s be thankful, encouraged, faithful, and stay this course—it has 
been painful but is proving fruitful. 
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EVENTS 

MAY 

1 Ladies’ Bible Study—11 AM 

1 & 8 Cat Kids—6:30 PM 

5 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship & Lord’s Supper
—11 AM, Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

6 Men’s Lunch & Men’s Evening 
Gathering—12 noon (Southbound 
Sandwich Works) & 7 PM (Panera 
Bread) 

7 Ladies’ Evening Book Study—7 
PM 

8 Ladies’ Bible Study Luncheon—11 
AM 

12 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship 
6 PM 

13 Stated Session Meeting—11 AM 

14 Table Talk—7 PM 

19 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship 
6 PM 

21 Young at Heart—11:45 AM 

26 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship 
6 PM

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 

2250 Saddleclub Road. Burlington, NC 27215 • firstarpburlington.org • 336.584.6929 • facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington 

http://firstarpburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington
http://firstarpburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington


May 1, 2019 Volume 47 Issue 17 

 Congratulations to the proud grandparents—Lynn & Ed Limon on the 
birth of their newest grandchild—Joshua Daniel, born on Thursday, April 

26 at 11:26 A.M., & weighing 6 lbs, 7 oz., 21 in. 🐣  

Young at Heart meets again on Tuesday, May 21 at 11:45 A.M. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  This month the meal we will be a "Baked Potato Bar.”  Potatoes and fixins 

will be provided; please bring salads and desserts. ❤  

FIRST ARP IS SIGNED UP TO ASSIST THE MINISTRY—
FEED THE HUNGER—IN THEIR UPCOMING PACK-A-
THON, THURSDAY, MAY 9 FROM 6:30-8:30 P.M. AT 415 

ROXBORO ROAD, HAW RIVER, NC 27258 (LAMB’S CHAPEL 
HAW RIVER CAMPUS). WE WILL NEED AT LEAST 10 

VOLUNTEERS TO HELP PACK MEALS.  (THE MEALS ARE  TO BE 
DISTRIBUTED IN BOTH THE USA & BANGLADESH FOR A 

CHRISTIAN MINISTRY SERVING THE ROHINGYA PEOPLE WHO ARE 
MUSLIMS SUFFERING PERSECUTION FROM BUDDHISTS. 

⚾  First ARP has been offered discount tickets to attend the Friday, 
May 10 Elon University Baseball Game at 6 PM! Tickets are only $3. 
🍼 Pick up your APS Baby Bottle to fill with coins, bills or even a 
check to support Piedmont Rescue Mission’s Alamance Pregnancy 
Services during the months of May & June during their BABY 
BOTTLE BOOMERANG.  They are a Christian non-profit faith based 
agency offering free, caring, confidential pregnancy consultation, as 
well as a “store” for mother’s-to-be to shop—at no cost—for 
maternity & baby clothing & toys, etc. 

“A covenant is a compact God makes with man for life and 
blessing.  The Bible’s primary message deals with two great 
issues: sin and redemption. It relates these to two different 
covenants, one of which man broke and other of which Christ 
fulfilled.”   Visit REDEMPTIVE HISTORY for more of Richard 
Phillips’s article. 

“Wake up, and strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not 
found your works complete in the sight of my God.”    Revelation 3:2, ESV 

Stewardship Snapshot: Tithes and Offerings 4/28/19 $4,792.17  

          YTD 2019 Giving - $67,224.33 

  17-Week Average - $3,954.37 

  Weekly 2019 Budget Needs $4,385 

Legacy Fund Balance -  $89,635 

	   	 NURSERY  	 	     COUNTERS      	                 OFFICER ON DUTY 

May 5	 Joyce Payne & John Robinson	     Ferald Mann	                   James Constable 

May 12	 Jondeen Terry	                          James Constable	                  Bryan Crotts 

 |sermonaudio.com First ARP Church, Burlington |  
| Rev. Bryan Crotts Phone: 336.944.2892 | pastor@firstarpburlington.org | 

finance@firstarpburlington.org | ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org
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BIRTHDAYS 

MAY 

1 Bill Haynes

4 Connie Bennett

6 Tom McPherson

6 Vicki McPherson

10 Frances Vanderford

11 Andrew Carden

12 Ben Gregory

14 Ian Constable

21 Shirley Boswell

21 Cindy Wright

28 Esther Roy

30 Kathy Isley

ANNIVERSARIES 

MAY 

14 Fran & Bill Haynes

28 Betty & Ferald Mann

“In the Abrahamic Covenant God 
promised Abraham three specific things:  
1. He will be made into a great nation 
2. This nation will be led into the 
Promised Land.  3. Through him 
(Abraham) all people of the earth will be 
blessed.”

Genesis 12:1-3, “Now the Lord had said to 
Abram: ‘Get out of your country, from 
your family and from your father’s house, 
to a land that I will show you. I will make 
you a great nation; I will bless you and 
make your name great; and you shall be a 
blessing. I will bless those who bless you, 
and I will curse him who curses you; and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.’ “

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit here--
firstarpburlington.org & select the 
Evening Bulletin. 
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