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From the Pastor:
Dear Church Family, 

There are two images that our sermon series from Philippians continues to bring to our minds. 

One is a military image: we are told to “stand firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the Gospel.” (Philippians 
1:27, ESV) 

A second is the call to have “one mind” as a church. That idea appears in the above verse as well as a couple of times in Philippians 2:2. 

What are we being asked to do? Be unified as a fighting unit for the sake of the Gospel! 

What does that look like as a church body? Several things. 

We labor together in unity to make the Gospel known. Because Jesus has saved us, we should not only get along but should labor together to 
make sure the world knows Jesus. How will the world know Jesus if we don’t have unity? After all, unity is what Jesus prayed for when he 
labored in prayer for the church in John 17. It is a key characteristic of God’s people and his church. Unity among Christians reflects the 
unity within the Trinity. 

We live like we are Christians. Because Jesus has saved us, we are now new creations in Christ Jesus. (2 Corinthians 5:17) We are able to 
obey the call to “live in a manner worthy of the Gospel”. (Philippians 1:27) Folks we interact with in the community ought to see our way of 
life and say, “Who are you and where did you come from?” Our beauty of new life in Christ, being counter to the world, ought to raise 
questions! Our answer? “I’m a Christian saved by the grace of Jesus and I’m from heaven!” 

What is our church’s best advertisement? You are! If together we serve in unity, we offer a place of refreshment from the busy world—an 
outpost of heaven. If we live like we’re saved, people will see the Lord’s ability to save and sanctify sinners. 

Every place we go each week with God’s spiritual work in us and our faithfulness in daily things will show the world what our Savior Jesus 
Christ is able to do—he takes the broken, the sinful, the weak, the dead—and gives new life from above. 

Our sermon series on Sunday will take us to Philippians 2:5-8. It tells us how Jesus was rich and became poor. It tells us the supreme way of 
humility! And humble people generate unity in their ranks. 

On an administrative note: Many of you will remember that our Administrative Assistant Gloria Hendry stepped back her hours about a year 
ago in order to pursue interests in a personal business. The Personnel Team, made up of the Session and Diaconate, split her job into two 
parts. Laurene Howington has now served for a year as our Financial Secretary, handling our day-to-day financial needs. Gloria has since 
managed our newsletters and bulletins, as well as a some administrative details. 
Over that last year there has been two side-by-side goals. For Gloria, she has desired to phase out of her work with our church and go full-
time in her personal business. The officers of the church have desired to transition our Administrative Assistant position to something more 
of a Ministry Coordinator. The goal is that this office would “make the trains run on time” as it were. That office would gather information 
and make it available to the church body across our various media platforms, as well as ensure that our goals for ministry are on-time and 
well done. We are still developing what that office will ultimately look like. 
Gloria Hendry, after serving our church for four and a half years, has recently stepped away from being our Administrative Assistant. She 
has served our church well in so many ways, especially helping our Session during a year without a pastor. She “minded the store” and “held 
down the fort” and kept things in good order for our church during that time. I have enjoyed working with her these last two years —she has 
been wise, loyal and efficient and has really helped me land well at First ARP Church. I’m grateful to the Lord for her as I hope you are! 

In order to keep continuity and assist the church, the Personnel Committee has approved Mandy Crotts as an interim-volunteer in the office. 
She will assist us in ensuring that the bulletins and newsletters are published weekly. In order to help in that process, we ask that all 
information for the bulletins or newsletters be submitted by Tuesday of each week by 5 PM. You may e-mail your requests to 
ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org or submit them in writing to the church office. 

Be sure to take note of the events upcoming: Men’s Evening Gathering on May 22nd, Young at Heart on May 23rd, Tabletalk for 
20’s & 30’s on May 23rd at 7 PM at Pandora’s Pizza. Catkids at 6 PM on May 24th, Simple Supper on May 28, and Missions Lunch 
June 4th! More information about each of these ministry opportunities is listed in the remainder of the newsletter. 

Lord-willing, see you on Sunday! 

Missions Sunday & Congregational Lunch 
Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 4. Rev. Josh Grimm, along with his wife Ashely and son Isaac will 
be with us for Sunday School, Worship, and lunch. Pastor Grimm will share in the Sunday School hour, 
preach in our morning service, and be available during lunch to tell us about campus ministry at Queens 

University in Charlotte, NC. They serve through Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church’s (ARP) 
partnership with the Presbyterian Church in America’s (PCA) Reformed University Fellowship (RUF). 

Please bring a salad and dessert. Main dish is provided.
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  Nursery:   
May 21: Kathy and Laurie Isley 
May 28: Macon Baird and Donna Wolff 

                          Counter:         
 May 21: Glenn Owens 
 May 28: Stephen Robinson 

         Deacon Duty: 
May 21: Glenn Owens 
May 28: Larry Isley

M A Y 
BIRTHDAYS 

Bill Haynes  5/1 
Graig Pulley  5/1 
Connie Bennett  5/4 
Tom McPherson  5/6 
Vicki McPherson  5/6 
Lauren Childrey  5/9 
Pat Kinney   5/10 
Frances Vanderford 5/10 
Wendell Turner  5/11 
Ben Gregory  5/12 
Ian Constable  5/14 
Zoey Ensley  5/18 
Ben Wright  5/18 
David Spaulding  5/20 
Shirley Boswell  5/21 
Cindy Wright  5/21 
Michael Peppo  5/24 
Jacob Christopher  5/26 
Jason Massey  5/28 
Esther Roy   5/28 
Kathy Isley   5/30 
Mae Wilburn  5/31 
  

ANNIVERSARIES 
Bill & Fran Haynes (56) 5/14 
David & Nicole Newton (13) 5/15 
Larry & Lynn Causey (45) 5/20 
Ferald & Betty Mann (50) 5/28 

First ARP Calendar of Events 

May 
22 Men’s Evening Gathering: 18 Words
 Ch. 3 (Panera Bread) - 7 PM 
23 Young at Heart Luncheon-11:45 AM 
23 Tabletalk (20’s & 30’s @ Pandora’s) 
 - 7 PM 
24 CatKids - 6 PM 
28 Simple Supper (salad bar) - 7 PM 

June 
4 Missions Luncheon & Jubilee  
 Birthday Celebration: guest  
 minister & family (quiche, chicken
  pot pie, salads)    
5 Men’s Lunch: 18 Words - Ch. 4 
   (Southbound Sandwich Works) -Noon 
6-8 General Synod Meeting-Bonclarken 
11 Lord’s Supper 

The Prayer Needs of Our Church Family 
_____________ 

Give thanks for our newest members: Denise Hummer and  
 Sandra Johnson. 

Pray that we would continue to be a congregation characterized 
 by harmony and love towards one another. 

Recovering Health: Audrey Turner (at home), Dottie Latta (at 
 home). 

Upcoming Surgery: Jackie Smith (cataracts). 

Health & Strength: Tom McPherson (blood clot), Ferald Mann 
 (severe nerve pain), Connie Bennett (Parkinson’s/foot   
 surgery), Cindy Wright (complications with ankle). 

Family of the Week: Anne Garner. 
  
College Students: Isaac Sasser (Summer Missions to Myrtle  

 Beach with Campus Outreach), Jack Snow, David & Seth  
 Spaulding. 

Military: Josh Limon, Stateside and Steven Mendiola, Middle 
 East (Maggie & Baby Girl due August). 

Homebound Members: Elizabeth Barber, Theo Baulding, Jean 
 Cathey, Foy Evans, Doris Haywood, June Little, George  
 McKinney, Catherine Mangum, Pat Montgomery, Gene Parks,  
 Mae Wilburn and Al Wright. 

Local Church: First Reformed Presbyterian Church Durham,  
 Rev. Kent Butterfield. 

Local Ministry: Piedmont Rescue Mission. 

Regional Ministry: Jeff & Shelia Osborne (Stateside/Short- 
 Term Missions Coordinator). 

Foreign Missions: Jeff & Lisa King (Spain). 

For those in our congregation who are sent on short-term  
 missions: Summer 2017 Wales & Scotland: Karen Hoke, Lynn 
 Limon & Joyce Payne. Mexico Music Camp: Ed Limon. 

For Andrew and Norene Brunson suffering persecution in  
 Turkey. Pray for his release from prison and that our nation’s  
 leaders would intervene effectively. 

For the Church of God to grow through the work of First  
 Presbytery, Church Extension and Synod’s Outreach North  
 America. 

That we’d be salt and light in our spheres of influence as we go 
 about our daily lives in our community. 

Lift up our national, state and local leaders, remembering that 
 they serve our Lord Christ.

Save The Date! 

August 15th is First ARP Church 
night at the Burlington Royals 
Baseball Game! Tickets are $6! 
Also, let Bryan know if you would 
like to participate in a group to sing 
the National Anthem--any age! 

Find ideas for shopping all year long 
for Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox items: 
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/
operation-christmas-child/year-round-
packing-ideas/ 

NEW Ministry Opportunities! 
Tabletalk:  20s & 30s are invited to gather 
with Pastor Crotts on Tuesday, May 23rd  

at Pandora’s Pizza at 7 PM for dinner and 
conversation.  

Text Bryan at 336-944-2892 to R.S.V.P. 

CatKids for young people through high 
school age are invited to join Pastor Crotts in 
learning the Westminster Shorter Catechism, 

fellowship and games. Wednesday, May 
24th at 6 PM  

Young at Heart luncheon is on Tuesday, May 23 at 11:45 AM. The menu will be lasagna and salad. Please bring 
side dishes or desserts. Our speaker is David Springer with Campus Outreach at Elon University.  He will speak 
about the ministry and our opportunity to partner with Campus Outreach in taking the Gospel to Elon University. 

Simple Supper 
On May 28th, following the 
evening service, we will be having 
a salad bar supper.  Please bring 
your favorite salad bar fixings:  
lettuce, cheese, cucumbers, 
tomatoes, croutons, carrots, salad 
dressings and more!
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