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From the Pastor: 
Dear Congregation, 
I saw a very strange object in the sky early this morning - the sun! 
It has rained for days now. I passed over the Haw River last evening and noticed it barely cleared the underside of 
the overpass. My kids made their usual rainy pilgrimage to Willowbrook Park to see the creek flashing through its 
banks. 
Rain usually bores us. It comes and goes. When it comes and does not go, we become curious, even nervous. 
At our house, we kept a check on our storm drains along our curbs, ensuring that they were clear and open for 
drainage. I grabbed fistfuls of spring tree debris out of the corners of our gutters to allow for runoff. The basement 
drain needed a check or two per day. The Weather Channel was, of course, indispensable! 
I thought a bit about rain in the Bible. 
In the Garden of Eden there was a time where God had not yet caused it to rain (Genesis 2:5). This was because no 
man was created to work the garden. Rain and no gardener would have created a jungle! Rain is a blessing - it gives 
life. 
A few chapters later (Genesis 6-9) God sends rain like never before to flood the earth and destroy all wickedness and 
violence. But thanks be to God for an ark and one faithful family to carry on a line of Godliness. Too much rain is 
judgment - sometimes leading to death. 
Elijah prophesied for God to Ahab that there would be no rain (1 Kings 13). The land dried up, no brook had water. 
No rain meant no life; a curse! 
In the story of the returned exiles from Babylon, God confronts their sin of marrying from foreign nations (Ezra 10). 
When the people of God gather to confess their sins in the square at Jerusalem, we are told that they mourn out in 
the heavy rain. God is making it clear that they have done wickedly. It was decided that the rain was too heavy and 
the number of days needed to confess and undo their sinful actions was lengthy, and so they left the square for 
refuge and sought forgiveness over the many days to come. Rain was “fierce wrath of God over this matter” and 
needed to be “turned away from us” (Ezra 10:14) 
Rain is a blessing - it gives life. Too much rain is a curse, a judgment - it can take life. No rain is like a blessing 
withdrawn. Rain, or the lack thereof, gets our attention. 
Jesus, teaching his disciples about his care for the world that he made (the providence of God) says, “For he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and the unjust.” (Matthew 5:45) 
God created the world and everything in it. He graciously upholds it by his powerful word. When we experience rain, 
too much rain or no rain, it is the Lord’s good hand of care behind it all. Too much rain can make us nervous! It can 
do its damage and even take life. No rain can make life miserable. 
But don’t forget what is true: God controls the doors of the heavens and his is a trustworthy doorkeeper! Keep the 
faith in Jesus - the creator, sustainer and redeemer. 
See you Sunday,

Easter Denominational Offering  
Each year at Easter time the ARP Church collects a special offering to support some of the ministries of our denomination. You 
will find a  brochure and contribution envelope at the Sanctuary entrances. This offering will be collected through Sunday, 
April 30, 2017. 

Hymn Sing and Social  
Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing and Social will be THIS Sunday, April 30 at 6 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a friend or family 
member with you! Baked potatoes will be served. 

ARP News 
For a digital copy of the ARP Magazine, please go to http://www.omagdigital.com/publication/index.php?
i=400713&m=&l=&p=1&pre=&ver=html5#%7B%22page%22:0,%22issue_id%22:400713%7D.  
We hope you will enjoy this issue and will share with your friends and family. The cover photo links to two feature articles. One 
article is found on page 26, the Family Page and the other on page 8, "Why Kids Don't Need a Megachurch." 
Don't forget to check out the Moderator's Challenge on page 4 and the Women's Ministries articles. We hope you can stay 
connected to the denomination through this resource and find value in it for your church. 
Contact our office if you would like to receive a complimentary print copy by emailing arpeditor@arpsynod.org. 

http://www.omagdigital.com/publication/index.php?i=400713&m=&l=&p=1&pre=&ver=html5#%7B%22page%22:0,%22issue_id%22:400713%7D
http://www.omagdigital.com/publication/index.php?i=400713&m=&l=&p=1&pre=&ver=html5#%7B%22page%22:0,%22issue_id%22:400713%7D
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  Nursery:   
Apr 30: Macon Baird & Donna Wolff 
May 7: Jondeen Terry & Fran Haynes 

                          Counter:         
 Apr 30: Larry Isley 
 May 7: Stephen Robinson 

         Deacon Duty: 
Apr 30: Glenn Owens 
May 7: Larry Isley

M A Y 
BIRTHDAYS 

Bill Haynes  5/1 
Graig Pulley  5/1 
Connie Bennett  5/4 
Tom McPherson  5/6 
Vicki McPherson  5/6 
Lauren Childrey  5/9 
Pat Kinney   5/10 
Frances Vanderford 5/10 
Wendell Turner  5/11 
Ben Gregory  5/12 
Ian Constable  5/14 
Zoey Ensley  5/18 
Ben Wright  5/18 
David Spaulding  5/20 
Shirley Boswell  5/21 
Cindy Wright  5/21 
Michael Peppo  5/24 
Jacob Christopher  5/26 
Jason Massey  5/28 
Esther Roy   5/28 
Kathy Isley   5/30 
Mae Wilburn  5/31 
  

ANNIVERSARIES 
Bill & Fran Haynes (56) 5/14 
David & Nicole Newton (13) 5/15 
Larry & Lynn Causey (45) 5/20 
Ferald & Betty Mann (50) 5/28 

First ARP Calendar of Events 

April 
26 Ladies Bible Study-11 AM 
30 Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing and Social 

May 
1 Men’s Lunch, May 1, noon at  
 SouthBound.  Chapter 3 of  
 18 Words. 
1 WHS Class of 1955 Set-Up in   
 Fellowship  Hall 
2 WHS Class of 1955 “80th Birthday  
 Lunch” 
2 Women’s Envy of Eve Book  
 Study. Chapter 3- 7 PM 
3 Ladies Bible Study - 11 AM 
7 Lord’s Supper 
10 Ladies Bible Study Luncheon 
15 Joint Officer & Stated Session  
 Meeting 
22 Men’s Evening Gathering.  
 Panera Bread. Chapter 3 of 18  
 Words. - 7 PM 
23 Young at Heart Luncheon

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Praise the Lord for many answered prayers in our lives, 
families and church. 
That God would continue to grow our congregation, enabling 
us to expose others to Biblically sound teaching, and that we 
might have a more effective impact on the community-at-
large. 
That we’d be salt and light in our spheres of influence as we 
go about our daily lives in our community. 
That the Lord would continue to heal and sustain those with 
physical and emotional illness. 
Recovering Health: Gene Parks (heart), Audrey Turner 
(heart/internal bleeding), Cindy Wright (hip replacement/
ankle complications), Connie Bennett (foot surgery), Dottie 
Latta (weakness). 

Upcoming Surgery: George McKinney (cataracts). 
Health & Strength: Tom McPherson (blood clot), Ferald 
Mann (sciatica), Connie  Bennett (Parkinson’s), Glenn 
McPherson (Tom’s father), Vass Barbour (Vicki’s father). 
For Andrew and Norene Brunson suffering persecution in 
Turkey. Pray for his release from prison and that our nation’s 
leaders would intervene effectively. 

Family of the Week: Stephen, Ann and Stephanie Dobbins. 
  College Students: Isaac Sasser, Jack Snow, David & Seth 
Spaulding. 
Military: Josh Limon, Stateside and Steven Mendiola, Middle 
East (Maggie & Baby  Girl due August). 
Homebound Members: Elizabeth Barber, Theo Baulding, 
Jean Cathey, Foy Evans, Doris Haywood, June Little, George 
McKinney, Catherine Mangum, Pat Montgomery, Gene 
Parks,  Mae Wilburn and Al Wright. 
Local Church: Adams Farm Community Church (ARP), new 
minister Rev. Brian Howard. 
Local Ministry: Hospice of Alamance/Caswell. 
Regional Ministry: David Springer (Campus Outreach at Elon 
University). 
Foreign Missions: Nathan & Ashley Olson (Layman Serving 
the Church in Scotland). 
For those in our congregation who are sent on short-term 
missions: Summer 2017 - Wales & Scotland - Karen Hoke, 
Lynn Limon & Joyce Payne. Mexico Music Camp - Ed Limon. 

MISSIONS SUNDAY & CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, June 4. Rev. Josh Grimm, along with his wife Ashely and son Isaac will be with us for Sunday 
School, Worship, and Lunch. Pastor Grimm will share in the Sunday School hour, preach in our morning service, and be 
available during lunch to tell us about campus ministry at Queens University in Charlotte, NC. They serve through Associate 
Reformed Presbyterian Church’s (ARP) partnership with the Presbyterian Church in America’s (PCA) Reformed University 
Fellowship (RUF). 

Save The Date! 

August 15th is First ARP night at the 
Burlington Royals Baseball Game! 
Tickets are $6!  Also, let Bryan 
know if you would like to participate 
in a group to sing the National 
Anthem--any age! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD 

Booklets are available at the piano 
narthex entrance with information 
that will help you shop year round. 
April: Toys (Any toys. These are 
just suggestions) 
• Dolls  
• Stuffed toys 
• Small cars 
• Small box puzzles 
Small coloring books 
May: Sports equipment 
(Suggestions) 
• Soccer balls Amazon sells these 
(Inflated balls can be deflated) 
• Pumps (injector style) 
• Footballs 
• Nerf balls 
• Beach balls  
• Jump ropes 

Opportunities for Bible Study 
and Fellowship! 

Please see the highlighted dates in 
the Calendar of Events below. 
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