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From the Pastor: 
Dear Congregation, 

This is a week to observe the life and ministry of Jesus, especially the events of his passion. 

Where would we as Christians be if Jesus has not become a man? If he had not lived a perfectly obedient life, one pleasing to his Father? 
If there were no betrayal, or lies of false charges? No nails, no crown, no cross? 

What if the Father had not been so displeased with sin that he did not place his wrath and curse upon his own son, our sin-bearing High 
Priest? 

Or, what if death kept hold of Jesus and he never rose from the dead? 

The Apostle Paul says, “But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For since death 
came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.” 

If the resurrection were not true, as well as all other aspects of Jesus’ work of redemption, we would be foolish to preach, crazy to witness, 
our faith would be a waste of time, we would still be sinners and the world should pity us! 

Thanks be to God for the glorious work of redemption. We have a loving Father, a faithful-unto-death Son and a gracious Spirit who 
applies the work of redemption to us, sealing us with a seal that marks us as God’s very own. 

It is the wonderful truth of Christ’s victory over death that helps us face life and death. 

The first question and answer of the Heidelburg Catechism is, “Christian, what is your only comfort in life and in death? That I, with body 
and soul, both in life and in death, am not my own, but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, who with His precious blood has fully 
satisfied for all my sins, and redeemed me from all the power of the devil; and so preserves me that without the will of my heavenly Father 
not a hair can fall from my head; yes, that all things must be subservient to my salvation, and therefore, by His Holy Spirit, He also 
assures me of eternal life, and makes me sincerely willing and ready henceforth, to live unto him." 

As we celebrate the truth of the resurrection this week, please remember in prayer two of our church families who are experiencing the 
loss of loved ones. Jackie Smith is a member of a Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) congregation in Mooresville but often worships 
with us as she is on work assignment in Burlington. Her mother passed away on Saturday and she has travelled to Syracuse, NY for the 
funeral. Also, long time member Jim Little went home to be with the Lord on Sunday afternoon. Jim and June had nearly 58 years of 
marriage this year. He served as an Elder and Sunday School teacher in the body here. 

Please pray for these two families as they mourn the loss of their loved ones, but also as they delight in the truths of redemption and 
resurrection in Jesus Christ. 

Until Jesus returns to make all things new, we live as strangers and exiles in a foreign land. We must struggle with sin - our own and that 
of the generation around us. We have aches, pains, thorns, thistles and other hardships, even death. But thanks be to God that we also 
have the victory over sin, curse and death in and through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Many thanks to all who participated in the Women’s Fellowship at Two for Tea on Saturday. I hear reports that it was an enjoyable event! 

Also, we give thanks for the service of word and song on Sunday night at our Holy Week Service. Isn’t it amazing how in a world of “wow, 
shock and awe” that a church family can simply read and sing the word of God and receive a wonderful blessing? Our God is simple and 
quite profound! Thanks to all who came out - the congregation, scripture readers, choir, bell ringers and to our staff musicians - it was a 
blessing to be prepared for Holy Week. 

Make plans for this Easter Lord’s Day to bring a breakfast covered dish (if you are able) to the Fellowship Hall at 9:45 AM and we will 
enjoy fellowship, food and a brief Easter message together. We may even sing a song or two of the Resurrection. 

Our Worship Service will follow at 11 AM in the Sanctuary. This should be an extra-special day of worship as we celebrate the work of 
Jesus on our behalf, as well as the weighty truth of Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. Our sermon will be from Hebrews 6:13-20, where 
the exhortation to patiently persevere in the Christian life is rooted in the sure hope that Jesus Christ is the anchor of our faith - and that 
anchor is lodged behind the curtain in the Holy of Holies in heaven - where it cannot become dislodged. 

Please be sure that if you purchased an Easter Lilly for the Sanctuary to take it home after the service, or if you don’t wish to have it, make 
sure to pass it along to someone who will enjoy it. 

Looking forward to special Lord’s Day, 
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  Nursery:   
Mar 27: John Robinson & Dot Hutelmyer 
April 3:  Fran Haynes & Vickie McPherson 

                Counter:         
                Mar 27:  John Robinson 
 April 3:  Jay Snow 

         

   Deacon Duty: 
 Mar  27: Glenn Owens 
         April 3: Stephen Robinson 

BIRTHDAYS 

Alex Newton   4/3 
Kay Moore   4/4 
Hannah Roy   4/5 
James Constable  4/6 
Jim Knox   4/6 
Patricia Pack   4/6 
Glenn Owens   4/8 
Steve Kyaw   4/9 
Jessica Sneed   4/10 
Gene Parks   4/14 
William Roy   4/15 
Rachel Pelone   4/17 
Randall Cobb   4/21 
Russ Payne   4/21 
Mary Peppo   4/22 
Jean McKinnon   4/25 
Debbie Childrey   4/27 
Sophia Ickes   4/29 

  
ANNIVERSARIES 

    
Seth & Laura Nicholson (10) 4/15 
Harold & Shirley Boswell (23) 4/17

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FIRST ARP 
 March 
27 Easter Sunday - 9:45 Easter Breakfast &  
 11 AM Worship 
April 
2 Baby Shower- Kristen Carter 2-4 PM   
3 Lord’s Supper 
4 Men’s Lunch 
5 WM Leadership Training 
6 WM morning Bible Study 
7 Evening Men’s Book Study 
12 WM evening Book Study 
14 Stated Session Meeting 
16 Homebound Basket Delivery 
26 Young at Heart 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
BABY SHOWER 

Save the date for a baby shower for Kristen and Travis 
Carter. Saturday, April 2, 2016.  Time: 2 to 4. They are registered at 
Target and Babies R Us. Gift certificates are welcomed so they can 
purchase larger items needed. Also, instead of a card please bring a 
favorite childhood book.  

EASTER is coming early this year! We would like to enjoy 
a covered dish breakfast before our morning service 
(during Sunday school hour). All our wonderful cooks are 
asked to get out those delicious recipes to share for all to 
enjoy from the following!	  
	   *Breakfast Casseroles 
 *Ham Biscuits 
 *Sausage Biscuits 
	   *Buttered Biscuits with Jellies 
 *Fruit 
Drinks will be provided ~ coffee, milk, juices 
Since you will enjoy breakfast first thing, bring your 
dish hot and ready to serve! Note: If you would like to 
help and can’t bring food, please see Jan Burwell.  

HOMEBOUND VISITATION 
Please make plans to join the Elders and Women's Ministry 
Team members for a wonderful time of fellowship as we visit 
the homebound members of our church.  You may bring 
goodies for bags to give them that day or give them to one of 
the Women's Ministry Team members.  See you at 2:30 
Saturday, April 16.

CHOIR PRACTICE NEWS 
There will be no Adult Choir practice on: 

March 27, 2016 
April 3, 2016 

There will be no Handbell Choir practice on: 
March 30, 2016

EASTER DENOMINATIONAL OFFERING 
Each year at Easter time the ARP Church collects a special offering to support some of the ministries of our 
denomination. A flyer and envelope will be included as a bulletin insert in this Sunday’s bulletin.  Please use the special 
envelope provided. This offering will be collected today through Sunday, April 10, 2016. 
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