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From the Pastor: 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

What do these things tell us? 83 shoeboxes for Samaritan’s Purse, 11 Meals on Wheels stars, 9 lesson readers, many bell ringers, 
 two handfulls of choir singers, 6 pots of chili, a Christmas hymn sing, 30 dessert trays, greenery and more? 

It’s Christmas at First ARP Church! Many thanks to all of you who have participated and served in various ways. It’s been a 
special blessing to so many. 
I hope that you are well on your way to keeping your eyes on Christ this season. Many of us enjoyed a Christmas hymn sing on 
November 30. A good number of the church and guests took in the Lessons and Carols on December 4 in the evening. 

Let’s look forward to more Christmas as each Lord’s Day Worship includes readings for Advent and many hymns of the faith 
that help us think on the blessings of the incarnation of the Son of God. 
Are you looking for last-minute gift ideas for people of all ages? Let me encourage you to think about a gift of good books! 
Bibles are always great - the new Reformation Study Bible (ESV) produced by Ligonier, a Jesus Storybook Bible by Sally Lloyd-
Jones or The Child’s Story Bible by Catherine Vos are excellent choices. Subscriptions to Ligonier’s Table Talk Magazine or 
World Magazine are year-long blessings. For children, I heartily recommend R.C. Sproul’s many children’s books and the same 
by author Susan Hunt. You can’t go wrong! For young adults and others, Kevin DeYoung has written a number of helpful books 
on practical Christian living in light of today’s culture - on Scripture, sexual ethics, holiness, the church and more. 

For several months now, we have seen the Session shape our worship in a way that is simple, reverent and consistent. For the 
most part, each week is the same, though at times we add something like the Lord’s Supper, Baptism, New Members, Officer 
Ordination or a Missions Moment. 

Our worship is governed by God’s Word and our denomination’s Directory for Public Worship, which was produced out of the 
Reformation of the Church in the sixteenth century. Our goal is to have a service that is word-centered, word-saturated, and 
word-governed. And one that follows the best of biblical practice since Jesus set apart his church two millennia ago. 
One of the hallmarks of the Reformation, in addition to Martin Luther’s emphasis on the doctrine of justification by faith, was 
John Calvin’s reform of worship. He taught that God desires to be worshipped according to His Word and that the church 
should strive to remove man-made ceremonies from its order of service. 

The Session desires that our worship continue in the direction of the Reformation and so an item you will see missing from 
worship this Christmas is the Advent Wreath. While the candles and wreaths are a good tradition and possibly helpful as a 
teaching aid in the proper setting, our desire is to keep our worship consistent and simple, as well as extraordinarily (for this 
day and time) biblical. We want to include all that God commands and no more. 
By doing just that, we have a packed 60-minute service of reading, hearing, singing, praying, preaching and seeing (in the 
sacraments) the Word of God. Our God knows best how to put on a show and by His Word, grace and Holy Spirit, we hope that 
each week He does so! Our mid-service Scripture readings are chosen to remind us of some aspect of Christ’s coming to save 
and we hope that these readings, absent the candles, are a blessing to you each Lord’s Day during this year. 

Please be sure to review your church budget proposed for 2016 and the nominations for elections to the offices of Elder and 
Deacon. These items were mailed last week. Please let the office know if you did not receive your copy. Our congregational 
meeting will be held a few minutes after worship ends, so make plans to stay and participate. Only the membership of the 
church will have the privilege of voice and vote, however, guests and frequent attenders may stay to observe and are welcome to 
do so! 

See you on Sunday!
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  Nursery:   
Dec 13:  Fran Haynes & Macon Baird 
Dec 20: Nicole Newton & Dot Hutelmyer 

  Counter: 
             Dec 13: David Newton 

             Dec 20: Doug Glass 

           Deacon Duty: 
   Dec 13: Stephen Robinson 
   Dec 20: Doug Glass 

BIRTHDAYS 

John Young  12/5 
Breten Chrismon 12/7 
Mary Renegar 12/9 
Carol Erb  12/13 
Rick Erb  12/14 
Jimmy Smith  12/14 
Donna Wolff  12/15 
Cynthia Ward 12/16 
Shauneen Roy 12/19 
Andre White  12/24 
Caroline Baird 12/27 
Kathryn Crotts 12/27 
Maggie Constable 12/28 
Dot Hutelmyer 12/28 
Mandy Crotts  12/30 
June Little  12/30 
Matt Erb  12/31 

ANNIVERSARIES 
    
Bennett & Janice Richardson (37) 12/16 
Graig & Carolyn Pulley (54)  12/17 
Margaret & Glenn Owens (52)  12/20 
Lonnie & Catherine Mangum   12/21 
Larry & Kathy Isley (52)   12/22 
Ben & Natalie Wright (12)   12/27 CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FIRST ARP 

December 
8 WM Book Study -  Extravagant Grace - 7:00 PM- 
  Christmas Cookie Exchange 
9 WM Bible Study - Joshua - 11:15 AM - Luncheon 
10 Session Meeting - 7 PM 
13 Annual Congregational Meeting 
20 Christmas Caroling and hot chocolate & cookies  
 afterwards - 6 PM 
24 Christmas Eve Service - 5 PM 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES

THANK YOU! 
Thank you so much for your visit to Marion Angel’s last month. Even though days are difficult, she really 
enjoyed all of your coming, and also her thanks for the chocolates and nuts. You are all so kind. May you all 
have a wonderful Christmas, and God bless you all.     -Odis Little for Marion  

Thanks very much for the nice visit from John, the ladies, and young girls. The basket you brought was 
awesome - so many items - all different, and useful. I will recycle the basket into a Christmas centerpiece with 
greenery and berries.         -Doris Haywood

MISSIONS TRIP 
In January 2016, Connie Bennett will be sent on her sixth trip for 
medical missions in Trinidad. Her gifts are well-utilized on the trip. 
You may participate in sending Connie by your prayers and financial 
support. The Presbyterian Church in America’s (P.C.A.) Mission to 
the World is hosting the trip and provides all necessary 
administrative support for the trip. If you wish to contribute 
financially to the mission, please do so by sending your check to: 
MTW, PO Box 2589, Suwanee,  GA  30024-0982. Note in the memo 
Account #10865 and all proceeds will support our sister’s trip. Her 
financial goal for support is $2,000. The Congregation will be 
commissioning Connie on Sunday, January 10. 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING 
On Sunday, December 20, we will be taking our 
evening service out and about as we go caroling 
to our homebound members. We will leave our 
parking lot at 6 PM sharp to make our rounds 

and then return for cookies and hot drinks in the 
Fellowship Hall. Just as our recent visits and basket deliveries were 
a blessing, we hope this will be an important touch to our fellow 
members who are unable to attend worship with us each Sunday.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE 
Make plans to join us on December 24 at 5 PM for our 
Christmas Eve service. The Lord’s Supper will be 
served. 

2016 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES 
Please be sure to pick up your envelope packet from the Fellowship 
Hall.
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