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From the Pastor: 
Dear Congregation, 

We have a little prayer that has been a tradition in our family for bedtime with each child. Sometimes we say it at a meal or when 
we read the Bible together. 

It goes like this: “Lord, help us to be happy, holy, helpful, obedient, kind and ready to serve.” 

It’s a good prayer for us all, even God’s big children! You may have heard this prayer on Sundays during the pastoral prayer in 
worship. 

One of the children’s catechisms speaks of Adam and Eve in the garden before the serpent tempted them to sin. They were happy 
and holy but eating the forbidden fruit made them sinful and miserable. Freedom from sin in Christ lets us have joy and 
happiness in our new found holiness that is ours in Jesus Christ. 

Speaking of helpful, if you are able, plan to come out to the workday at the church building this Saturday at 9 AM. If you’d like to 
help repair the gutter downspout drains, please bring a shovel. We could use a handful of rakes to neaten up the pine bark mulch 
in our natural areas. Some of our bushes, especially the roses need a trim. Inside chores are always on the list. Speak to Glenn 
Owens if you would like to know how you can help or if you have a suggested chore for the day. It has been a blessing to see an 
average of 25 folks at our recent workdays. That is quite commendable! The weather appears to be shaping up for a good forecast 
that day. 

Speaking of kindness, if you are of a mind and heart to do so, reach out to Gene and Helen Parks. She has just returned home 
from 4 1/2 weeks in the hospital and a rehabilitation stay. Ask if they need a grocery run or some sort of chore that might be easy 
for you and a blessing to them. There are others who may need this as well. It’s good to sit at the table with your Bible, pen, 
church directory and make an intentional list of folk you might show kindness toward. Our God has been kind to us in Christ; 
let’s show his image and heart in us as we are “kind and ready to serve”. 

Be sure to change your clocks this weekend. It’s time to “fall back” an hour. If you plan to sing in the Men’s Chorus this Sunday, 
November 6, be sure to come to rehearsal at 10:30 AM in the Sanctuary by the piano. Men’s Lunch meets next Monday, 
November 7 at Noon at Southbound Sandwich Works to study Chapter 10 of Masculine Mandate. The Evening Gathering for 
Masculine Mandate will meet this Thursday, November 3 at 7 PM at Panera Bread to study Chapter 7. 

If you are interested in packing food bags (beans & rice) with local ministry Feed the Hunger on Friday, December 9 from 
6:30-8:30 PM, please let me or Jay Snow know. This is for all ages and a fun event. They have recently been re-directing their 
food to eastern North Carolina to the flooded areas for those displaced by Hurricane Matthew, as well as sending rations to Haiti. 
The packing events take place in Holly Hill Mall near the Dunham’s Sporting Goods entrance. 

As the busy holiday season nears, please be sure to take your bulletins & newsletters and match the dates with your calendar so 
that you won’t miss out on any of our opportunities to serve and to be served. Especially keep Sunday, December 4 at 6 PM in 
mind. We will have our Lessons and Carols in the Sanctuary and a reception to follow. Bring someone with you and get your 
heart & mind set on the coming of Christ in to the world to save us from being sinful & miserable and making us happy & holy! 

See you on Sunday!
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  Nursery:   
Nov 6: Kathy Isley & Laurie Isley 
Nov 13: Carol Erb & Macon Baird 

                          Counter:         
 Nov 6: John Robinson 
 Nov 13: Bill Haynes 

         Deacon Duty: 
Nov 6:  Glenn Owens  
Nov 13:  Stephen Robinson

BIRTHDAYS 
 Caleb Sneed   11/1 

Phillip Beaman   11/3 
Natalie Wright   11/3 
Fran Haynes   11/4 
Jean Cathey   11/5 
Ann Dobbins   11/5 
Chip Wright   11/8 
Pat Montgomery  11/10 
Jack Snow   11/10 
David Newton   11/12 
Martha Ann Crotts  11/13 
Stephanie Payne  11/14 
Sandy Childrey   11/15 
Laurene Howington  11/20 
Martha Alexander  11/22 
Ellen Huffman   11/24 
Audrey Turner   11/24 
Laura Nicholson  11/27 

  
ANNIVERSARIES 

Russ & Joyce Payne (37)  11/3 
William & Jill Roy (35)  11/7 
Randall & Libby Cobb (30)  11/8 
Jim & Carolyn Christopher (46) 11/21 
Chuck & Mary Renegar (64) 11/22 
Steve & Sue Walton   11/27 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT FIRST ARP 

November 
3 Men’s Evening Gathering 
4-5 Women’s Ministry - First Presbytery 109th 
 Annual Meeting & Retreat 
5 Workday 
6 Lord’s Supper 
 Daylight Saving Ends 
7 Men’s Lunch 
9 Women’s Bible Study 
16 Women’s Bible Study 
17 Stated Session Meeting 

NOVEMBER

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Operation Christmas Child boxes are due by November 20. 
Feel free to bring in your boxes now and store them in the 
Fellowship Hall. Suggestion: try to create one more box than 
you did last year. $7 postage is due for each box.  If you need 
help or have questions contact Joyce Payne 222-1133. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE/BOOK STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 

Wednesday Ladies Weekly Bible Study meets in the Conference 
Room at 11 AM to study Galatians for You by Timothy Keller. 

NOVEMBER OPPORTUNITIES! 

Men’s Gathering. Join us at 7 PM on November 3 at Panera Bread. We will discuss chapter 7 of 
Masculine Mandate. 
WORKDAY. Saturday, November 5, 9 AM. Many hands make light work!  
TIME CHANGE! Don’t forget to turn your clocks back on Saturday night, November 5 to be at church 
on time on November 6! 
Men’s Lunch. Join us at Southbound Sandwich Works at noon on November 7. We will discuss 
chapter 7 of Masculine Mandate. 

DENOMINATIONAL OFFERING 

Each year at Thanksgiving time the ARP Church collects a special 
offering to support some of the ministries of our denomination. 
You will find an insert and envelope in your bulletin on Sunday, 
November 13. This offering will be collected through Sunday, 

UPCOMING EVENTS! 
Mark your calendar! 

•December 3: Hanging of the Greens 
•December 4: Lessons and Carols 
•December 11: Annual Congregational 
             Meeting

EMAIL 
CORRECTION 
Ferald and Betty 
Mann’s email is: 

fnbmann@gmail.com 

(NOT  aol.com)
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