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From the Pastor 
Dear Church Family, 

Our congregation has only a few priorities—worship God, make/baptize/teach 
disciples, and tell others about the Lord Jesus Christ. 

When the Lord calls us to himself by the work of the Holy Spirit, using the teaching 
of the Bible to show us to be sinners in need of Jesus’ grace, we must worship the 
Savior for the work of redemption in our lives and in the world. 

We do that each Sunday when we gather morning and evening to call on the name of 
the Lord. Our life of service each week as “living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to 
God” also shows our devotion to the Lord when we fulfill our daily duties, work, 
and serve our neighbors in the world. 

Our calling as God’s children is also to tell others about Jesus. We do so in our 
families as we tell our generations that follow us about the Lord and all that he has 
done for us. We do so as we “give account of the hope within us” when asked by 
folks who see us daily. 

God’s children also seek to learn about the Lord, the way of salvation, knowledge of 
the Bible, matters of theology, as well as wise and practical Christian living in the 
world. Christians are “lifelong learners”! 

The Elders of the church have provided many ways for our congregation to grow 
and these also serve as opportunities for you to invite others to grow with you. We 
have Sunday School, monthly Bible studies, weekly Bible studies, one-on-one 
counseling, morning sermons, evening sermons, and…Table Talk magazine. 

Let me encourage you to pick up the November 2018 issue of Table Talk. You will 
be glad you did! The theme for the month is “Living By the Word” and includes 
articles on variations of that theme, written by wonderful and trusted teachers of the 
Bible. We purchase twenty-five copies of Table Talk and place them around the 
church building a few weeks before the issue becomes live. You can also have a 
subscription mailed to your home for $25 annual cost. 

You will find in each edition a dozen and a half articles on the monthly theme plus 
daily studies from God’s Word. In November, the study is “The Lamb of God 
Sacrificed” and covers thirty days of lessons from John, Peter, Isaiah, and Psalms on 
the suffering of Jesus for our redemption. 

I’ve been reading Table Talk for the last 15 years and it has greatly blessed me. I can 
read my print copy, as well as see it online, on my iPad and read it in my iPhone— 
wherever I happen to be. Technology has its blessings. 

Lord-willing, see you on Sunday morning as we study Jesus’ authority to teach, 
heal, and cast out demons. Also, our Sunday evening study of Psalm 87 is one you 
don’t want to miss. The Lord loves his church and so should we! 
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EVENTS 

OCTOBER              
31 REFORMATION DAY! 

31 Ladies’ Bible Study—11 AM 

NOVEMBER              
4 Sunday School & PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS CLASS
—9:45 AM, Morning Worship & Lord’s Supper—11 AM, 
Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

5 Men’s Lunch & Evening Gathering—12 noon (Southbound 
Sandwich) & 7 PM (Panera Bread) 

6 Ladies’ Evening Book Study—7 PM at the Pastor’s Home 

7 Ladies’ Bible Study-11 AM 

7 Cat Kids—6:30 PM 

11 Sunday School & PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS 
CLASS—9:45 AM, Morning Worship & Lord’s Supper—11 
AM, Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

12 Joint Officer & Stated Session Meeting—6 PM 

13 Table Talk—7 PM at the Pastor’s home 

14 Ladies’ Bible Study-11 AM 

18 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning Worship—11 AM, 
Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship—6 PM  
Operation Christmas Child boxes due! 

21 No Ladies’ Bible Study 

26 Called Session Meeting—6 PM 

24 HANGING OF THE GREENS—9 AM, breakfast 

28 Ladies’ Bible Study-11 AM 

28—Lessons & Carols REHEARSAL—6 PM, supper    
             
DECEMBER             
2 LESSONS & CAROLS—6 PM      
(Reception to follow; sign up to bring a treat!)    

4 Young ❤  Heart Luncheon—11:45 AM      
4  Ladies’ Book Study Christmas Supper/Ornament 
Exchange—7 PM            
5 No Ladies’ Bible Study          
11 Table Talk Christmas Supper/White Elephant Exchange—
7 PM               
12 Ladies’ Bible Study Christmas Luncheon/Ornament 
Exchange-11 AM            
12 Cat Kids Christmas Party & White Elephant Exchange  
16 CHRISTMAS CAROLING & TREAT BAG DELIVERY—6 
PM  (Please bring mini lotions, hand sanitizers, mini 
Kleenexes, store-bought & individually wrapped candy or 
goodies, Clementine oranges.)         
24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE-6 PM

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 

http://tabletalkmagazine.com
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RESOURCES & HIGHLIGHTS 
Issues of TABLE TALK—a devotional magazine—are available at the Sanctuary entrances & on the 

Resource Shelf in the Fellowship Hall Wing.  Read TABLE TALK Magazine online at 
31tabletalkmagazine.com 

On October 31, 2016, Pope Francis announced that after five hundred years, Protestants and Catholics now 
“have the opportunity to mend a critical moment of our history by moving beyond the controversies and 

disagreements that have often prevented us from understanding one another.” From that, it sounds as if the 
Reformation was an unfortunate and unnecessary squabble over trifles, a childish outburst that we can all put 

behind us now that we have grown up.  But tell that to Martin Luther, who felt such 
liberation and joy at his rediscovery of justification by faith alone that he wrote, “I felt that I was 

altogether born again and had entered paradise itself through open gates.” Tell that to William 
Tyndale, who found it such “merry, glad and joyful tidings” that it made him “sing, dance, and leap for 
joy.” Tell it to Thomas Bilney, who found it gave him “a marvellous comfort and quietness, 
insomuch that my bruised bones leaped for joy.” Clearly, those first Reformers 

didn’t think they were picking a juvenile fight; as they saw it,         
they had discovered glad tidings of great joy.

 

boxes will be due November 18, 2018.   
Visit here (samaritanspurse.org) for information  
on how to get started…find a box, choose boy or girl, 

fill with toys such as a deflated soccer ball with pump or a 
new small stuffed animal and fill with a fresh, new toothbrush, comb or 
hairbrush…! 
	   	 NURSERY  	 	                               COUNTER                   DEACON ON DUTY 
November 4	 Jondeen Terry & Macon Baird	       Johnn Robinson	  Glenn Owens       

November 11	 Vicki McPherson	 	       Ferald Mann	  
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BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER

31 Jim Lynch

NOVEMBER

3 Phillip Beaman

4 Fran Haynes

5 Jean Cathey

10 Pat Montgomery

13 Martha Ann Crotts

20 Jeff Holt

20 Laurene Howington

22 Martha Alexander

24 Ellen Huffman

24 Audrey Turner

25 Tim Robinson

31 Jim Lynch

ANNIVERSARIES 

NOVEMBER

3 Joyce & Russ Payne

7 Jill & Bill Roy

8 Libby & Randall Cobb

22 Mary & Chuck Renegar

28 Carol & Rick Erb

FIVE SOLAS

SOLI DEO GLORIA~to the Glory of God alone

SOLUS CHRISTUS~through Christ alone

SOLA SCRIPTURA~by Scripture alone

SOLA FIDE~by faith alone 

SOLA GRATIA~by grace alone

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit 
firstarpburlington.org & select the 
Evening Bulletin. 

An invitation to 
Allison Younger’s 

& Jack Snow’s 
wedding shower… 
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