
December 5, 2018 Volume 46 Issue 45 

From the Pastor 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Some of the conversations of the day have included, “Will 
it really snow this weekend?” “Will we have church if it 
does snow?” “Can we go sledding at Willowbrook?” 

Who knows what will take place in a few day? Only the 
Lord! 

If the weather does bring a mess that may hinder our 
gathered worship, we will let you know on Saturday. 

Our plans for this Sunday are to hold a Town Hall in the 
9:45 AM Sunday School Hour to give opportunity for the 
membership of the church to discuss the upcoming 
December 16 Congregational Meeting for the 2019 budget 
and elections. You will receive a letter and budget in this 
week’s US Mail. Please let me know if you do not receive 
a copy and we can ensure that you have it before Sunday. 

In our worship service, we will recognize our newest 
church member, hear from Luke’s Gospel—the healing of 
a paralytic, and sing through more Christmas hymns. 
When you return in the evening, we will be considering 
Psalm 90—the Psalm of Moses. 

Many thanks from the church music staff to all who 
participated in the Lessons & Carols event on Sunday 
evening. It was a wonderful event and the hard work of so 
many made it extra special. Thanks for the music, food, 
and song! 

By God’s grace and no blizzard, see you Sunday! 
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EVENTS 

DECEMBER   

5 No Ladies’ Bible Study 

5 Cat Kids Christmas Party & White 
Elephant Gift Exchange  

9 Town Hall Meeting—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship
—6 PM          

11  Ladies’ Book Study Christmas 
Supper/Ornament Exchange—7 PM 

12 Ladies’ Bible Study Christmas 
Luncheon/Ornament Exchange-11 
AM   

16 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING—12:10 PM, 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING & TREAT 
BAG DELIVERY—6 PM  (Donate 
mini lotions, hand sanitizers, mini 
Kleenexes, store-bought & 
individually wrapped candy or 
goodies, Clementine oranges.) 

23 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship
—6 PM 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE-5 
PM 

30 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship
—6 PM 

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 
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RESOURCES & HIGHLIGHTS 

Issues of TABLE TALK—a devotional magazine—are available at the Sanctuary entrances & on the 
Resource Shelf in the Fellowship Hall Wing.  Read TABLE TALK Magazine online tabletalkmagazine.com 

The First ARP Children’s Sunday School Class will be reading John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s 

Progress in the New Year.  Listen to Dr. Derek Thomas’ sermon series on the book on 
sermonaudio.com  The following is from TABLE TALK which references this work—SEEKING 

OUR TRUE HOME, by Eric B. Watkins  “Christians are a pilgrim people, never fully at 
home in this world. As John Bunyan so ably illustrated in The Pilgrim’s Progress, 
Christians are those who have been brought out of  the City of  Destruction, but only 
through many trials and grace-born faith do we enter into the Celestial City of  God. It 
should come as no surprise that during the time in which many Puritans were coming 
across the sea to settle the new world, The Pilgrim’s Progress was the second most read 
book in print—second only to the Bible. The pilgrim metaphor is one of  the most 
pervasively used metaphors in the Bible. Ever since Adam was expelled from the garden 
of  Eden, man has been a wanderer, seeking a lasting place of  rest, worship, and peace. 
Adam never found that lasting city in this world, and neither did Enoch or Noah. This 
brings us to Abraham, the first person to whom God makes a promise of  not only a 
people but also a place. 
The language of  Hebrews 11:13–16 suggests that the patriarchs, even though they had 
genuine faith in the promises of  God, did not receive the things that God had promised 
them. They lived and died in a state of  forward-looking expectation. Even more, we are 
told that the patriarchs in some sense both saw and greeted the promises from afar (v. 13). 
This language is intriguing, as it seems to nearly contradict the previous statement. If  the 
patriarchs did not receive the promises, how did they “see” and “greet” them from afar? 
The answer is found in two ideas. First, through the word of  promise that God gave to 
them, they were able to see with the eyes of  faith what God was going to do for them in 
the future. Faith looks beyond the visible things of  this life to the things that are yet to 
come in this life or in the life of  heaven. Second, in an even greater sense, the people of  God 
also saw and greeted the fulfillment of  the promises through foretastes God gave them. 

“Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for all the prayers, calls, cards & texts I received during my recent 
hospitalization.  God has blessed me so much throughout this process—from diagnosis 
to recovery.  It is through times like these that God’s mighty hand at work is evident 
through the physicians, nurses & other staff  members.  I want to thank our church 
family for their prayers which made the whole process more bearable.  The doctor says 
I’m healing nicely & now rehab begins.  Please continue to pray for my recovery.  May 
God bless you & thank you again for the outpouring of  love you have shown to me & 
my family.”		 —Larry Isley 
Donations for Christmas Flowers in honor or memory of  someone may be 
given through Sunday, December 9.  The flowers will be displayed on Sunday, 
December 16 & 23.  Forms are available at each Sanctuary entrance. 
	   	 NURSERY  	 	                               COUNTER                   DEACON ON DUTY 
December 9      Vicki McPherson	 	      John Robinson	  Glenn Owens 

December 16   	Lynn Limon & David Robinson	     Ferald Mann	  Larry Isley 

2250 Saddle Club Road, Burlington, NC 27215 | firstarpburlington.org |	 	 	
www.facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington | 336.584.6929|pastor@firstarpburlington.org| 

ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org|finance@firstarpburlington.org 
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BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

5 John Young

9 Mary Renegar

13 Carol Erb

14 Rick Erb

15 Donna Wolf

16 Cynthia Ward

27 Caroline Baird

27 Kathryn Crotts

28 Maggie Mendiola

30 Mandy Crotts

30 June Little

31 Matt Erb

ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER   
16 Carolyn & Graig Pulley

20 Margaret & Glenn Owens

22 Kathy & Larry Isley

“There is nothing new in religion 
save that which is false.”   
  C. H. Spurgeon 

“The true light, which gives light to 
everyone, was coming into the world.  
He was in the world and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not 
know him.  He came to his own, and his 
own people did not receive him.  But 
those who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, John 1:9-12, ESV

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit 
firstarpburlington.org & select 
the Evening Bulletin. 

http://tabletalkmagazine.com
https://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?seriesOnly=true&currSection=sermonstopic&sourceid=fpccolumbia&keyword=Pilgrim's+Progress&keyworddesc=Pilgrim's+Progress
http://firstarpburlington.org
http://www.facebook.com/FirstARPBurlington
mailto:pastor@firstarpburlington.org
mailto:ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org
mailto:finance@firstarpburlington.org
https://www.firstarpburlington.org/about/bulletins/
https://www.firstarpburlington.org/about/bulletins/

