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From the Pastor 
Dear Friends in the Faith, 
 One recent night, the lights happened to 
be on in the Sanctuary and a quick snapshot 
resulted in the picture you see to the right. We 
often speak of the witness that our church 
collectively has in the world as each of us goes 
into our homes, families, workplaces, 
neighborhoods, places of errands, and more. As 
we bear the image of God and the renewed man 
in Christ, others may see the power of the Gospel 
of Jesus on display—sinners being changed by 
grace. 
 Our church building on Saddle Club and Shadowbrook can also serve as a 
witness. Her steeple rises to the sky, bearing a cross and thus a witness to our place 
as a house of worship. A church I served in years past had its beginnings as a 
“preaching station” in the mid-1800s. There was not a place of worship or the 
occurrence of preaching between two townships, and so one was established by first 
building a raised platform along the railway. Several buildings have followed and 
worship continues there to this day. 
 In an increasingly secular world and in a time when churches no longer 
build structures that show separateness, otherness, or sacred space, a facility like 
ours is a special stewardship. One can ride by and see that the presence of God 
exists in their locale. The high roof, tall steeple, stained glass, and other symbols of 
a house of worship bear witness that our place is some sort of outpost of heaven. 
 In order to extend our witness to Christ, hold public services of worship, 
and facilitate making disciples, our church must take practical steps to operate well. 
To that end, our annual business meeting of the congregation will take place this 
Sunday, December 16 in the Sanctuary after worship. To provide opportunity for 
questions and discussion, a Town Hall will be held before worship in the Sanctuary 
during the Sunday School hour. All are welcome to attend. In last week’s mail, you 
should have received a letter with a copy of the 2019 budget enclosed. 
 Since we missed a Sunday due to Winter Storm Diego, our service will 
largely be what was planned for December 9. Be sure to return at 6 PM on Sunday 
for our annual Caroling & Homebound visits. Lord-willing, see you on Sunday as 
we anticipate the coming of Christ and worship! 
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EVENTS 

DECEMBER   

No Handbell Rehearsals from 
December 5 through January 23.  
Rehearsal will resume on 
Wednesday, January 30. 

16 Town Hall Meeting—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING—12:10 PM, 
CHRISTMAS CAROLING & TREAT 
BAG DELIVERY—6 PM  (Donate 
mini lotions, hand sanitizers, mini 
Kleenexes, store-bought & 
individually wrapped candy or 
goodies, Clementine oranges.) 

23 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship
—6 PM 

24 CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE-5 
PM 

30 Sunday School—9:45 AM, 
Morning Worship—11 AM, (No 
Choir Rehearsal), Evening Worship
—6 PM 

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 



December 12, 2018 Volume 46 Issue 46 

RESOURCES & HIGHLIGHTS 
Issues of TABLE TALK—a devotional magazine—are available at the Sanctuary 
entrances & on the Resource Shelf in the Fellowship Hall Wing.  Read TABLE 

TALK Magazine online tabletalkmagazine.com 

Have you stopped and listened to the sounds of the season? Have you actually sung and read 

with comprehension the words of the oh-so-familiar Christmas carols?  Ponder this one: 

Angels, from the Realms of Glory 

“Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth; ye who 
sang creation’s story, now proclaim Messiah’s birth: Come and worship, come and 
worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Shepherds in the fields abiding, watching o’er your flocks by night, God with man is 
now residing, yonder shines the infant Light: Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar: seek the great Desire 
of nations: ye have seen his natal star:  Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

Saints before the altar bending, watching long in hope and fear, suddenly the Lord, 
descending, in his temple shall appear:  Come and worship, come and worship, 

worship Christ, the newborn King. 

All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son: evermore your voices 
raising to the’eternal Three in One: Come and worship, come and worship, worship 
Christ, the newborn King. 

EVENTS THIS SUNDAY: 

Town Hall Meeting—9:45 AM, Sanctuary 

Morning Worship—11 AM, Sanctuary 

Annual Congregational Meeting—12:10 PM, Sanctuary 

Christmas Caroling & Treat Bag Delivery—6 PM, Fellowship Hall to divide 
up into groups before departing 

Bring donations of  mini lotions, hand sanitizers, mini Kleenexes, store-
bought & individually wrapped candy or goodies, Clementine oranges to fill 
treat bags for our Homebound Members. 

GATHER AFTERWARDS IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR COOKIES, HOT 
CHOCOLATE & HOT TEA! 

	   	 NURSERY  	 	                               COUNTER                   DEACON ON DUTY 
December 16	 Lynn Limon & David Robinson	      Ferald Mann	  Larry Isley 

December 23	  Vicki McPherson & John Robinson	      Glenn Owens	 Glenn Owens  
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ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org|finance@firstarpburlington.org 
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BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

13 Carol Erb

14 Rick Erb

15 Donna Wolf

16 Cynthia Ward

27 Caroline Baird

27 Kathryn Crotts

28 Maggie Mendiola

30 Mandy Crotts

30 June Little

31 Matt Erb

ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER   
16 Carolyn & Graig Pulley

20 Margaret & Glenn Owens

22 Kathy & Larry Isley

“Oh, may we keep and ponder in our 
mind God’s wondrous love in saving lost 
mankind!  Trace we the babe, who hath 
retrieved our loss, from his poor manger 
to his bitter cross. Tread in his steps, 
assisted by his grace, till our perfect 
state God doth replace.”

—the hymn, Christians, Awake, Salute 
the Happy Morn, by John Byrom (1749)

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit 
firstarpburlington.org & select 
the Evening Bulletin. 
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