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From the Pastor 
Dear Family of God, 

Most mornings I take a walk with the dog. Lately it has been extremely 
cold, however, due to my mid-life weight loss needs and the fact that our 
50-pound dog needs a little energy burned off, we persevere. 

I believe I have been walking most mornings now for the last 15 years. I’m 
not as faithful as I ought to be. There are times when a walk is not possible
—I don’t feel like it, there’s somewhere to be early in the day, or the 
weather is too extreme. 

When I walk, I like to pray, think, come up with teaching ideas, remember 
to-dos, and get my head and heart into the day. 

I also need fresh air, exercise, to see the changing seasons, and I often meet 
my neighbors. 

Today I noticed the wintry trees. There 
were very few leaves and the branches 
seemed lifeless. Some trees had limbs that 
were dead and would at some point drop to 
the ground. 

My mind starting to think of Biblical 
images about the fruitful Christian life. In 
order not to grow wintry or dead, the Christian who bears fruit must walk 
with the Lord and be near his church. The Psalmists in chapters 1 and 92 
speak of this: 

“He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its 
season.” “The righteous flourish like the palm tree…they are planted in the 
house of the LORD; they flourish in the courts of God. They still bear fruit in 
old age; they are ever full of sap and green.” 

If you want to grow, root your life deep in the church’s ministry of the 
word, sacraments, prayer, fellowship, and as you suffer, see it as the Lord’s 
wise work in your life. 

Jesus speaks often in his teaching about trees and fruit. A good tree bears 
good fruit. A good tree is a person trusting and abiding in Christ, feeding his 
or her heart with truth. See you Sunday? 
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EVENTS 

JANUARY 

27 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

30 Handbell Choir Rehearsal—6:30 PM 

FEBRUARY 

1-2 Grace Presbytery - Ambassador 
Presbyterian, Apex, NC 

3 Sunday School—9:45 AM, Morning 
Worship & Lord’s Supper—11 AM, Choir 
Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening Worship—6 PM 

4 Men’s Lunch & Evening Gathering—12 
noon at Southbound Sandwich Shop & 7 PM 
at Panera Bread - Romans, week 4 

5 Ladies’ Evening Book Study—7 PM at the 
pastor’s home - Romans, week 4 

6 Ladies’ Morning Bible Study—11 AM in the 
Conference Room - Romans, week 4 

6 Cat Kids—6:30 PM, Fellowship Hall 

10 Sunday School—9;45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM 

12 Table Talk (young adults)—7 PM at the 
pastor’s home 

13 Cat Kids—6:30 PM, Fellowship Hall 

17 Sunday School—9;45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Congregational Lunch—
12:15 PM, Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, Evening 
Worship—6 PM 

18 Stated Session & Deacon Meeting - 11 AM 

24 Sunday School—9;45 AM, Morning 
Worship—11 AM, Choir Rehearsal—5 PM, 
Evening Worship—6 PM

A welcoming family of Reformed believers committed to the historic Christian faith and life. 
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RESOURCES & HIGHLIGHTS 

BIBLE READING PLANS:  VISIT LIGONIER.ORG 

Issues of TABLE TALK—a devotional magazine—are available at the 
Sanctuary entrances & on the Resource Shelf in the Fellowship Hall Wing. 

  Read TABLE TALK Magazine online tabletalkmagazine.com 

“LOVE YOUR BIBLES” 

Here are ways Scripture motivates us to start reading. 

Written by Ed Welch | Monday, January 21, 2019 

“‘Scripture is the words of God to you. Open the Bible anywhere and the words 
there could be introduced with “the Spirit says” (Heb 3:7). These words are 

bread for our soul (Deut 8:3). They bring life. Over the past year, I have 
watched how they bring this miracle of life. I have seen it in friends whose 

bodies were dying, and I have seen it in friends who have lost loved ones. Their 
stories are each uniquely hard and beautiful, but there is a way they are the 
same. They all fed on Scripture. They asked for Scripture from others. They 

prayed Scripture. As a result, though they were facing death, they were 
profoundly alive.’ 

The quote is from Spurgeon. He is saying that Scripture is the very words of 
God, and who doesn’t love to hear the sound of God’s voice? The problem is 

that most of us want to hear God’s voice, but we don’t crack our Bibles, and we 
don’t even buy our own excuses for not doing so. We can all use some fresh 

motivation. 

Here are ways Scripture motivates us to start reading…READ MORE HERE 
(from theaquilareport.com) or HERE (ccef.org) 

 

BABY BOY MENDIOLA is soon to arrive in February! Let’s 
shower them with gifts! Maggie & Steven are registered 
for specific gifts at amazon.com baby registry. Gift  

  cards are also welcome. Gifts may be placed in the 
    basket in the Fellowship Hall until the end of February.

Stewardship Snapshot: 

Tithes and Offerings - 1/20 $4,004.50 

YTD 2019 $11,002.01 - Budget Needs $19,000 

Legacy Fund Balance -  $178,525 

	   	  NURSERY  		                               COUNTERS      	 	 DEACON ON DUTY 
January 27    	Jondeen Terry & Macon Baird	     Jondeen Terry,  Jay Snow	 Larry Isley 

February 3     Joyce Payne & John Robinson	    James Constable,  Jay Snow	 Larry Isley	
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BIRTHDAYS 

JANUARY 

24 Dottie Latta

25 Theo Baulding

FEBRUARY 

4 Harold Boswell

7 John Robinson

10 George McKinney

10 Margaret Owens

15 Jan Burwell

17 Karen Hoke

18 Lynn Limon

ANNIVERSARIES 

FEBRUARY 

3 Cathy & John Young

“Blessed is the man whom you 
discipline, O LORD, and whom 
you teach out of your law, to give 
him rest from days of trouble, 
until a pit is dug for the wicked.”                

Psalm 94:12 & 13, ESV

For PRAYER NEEDS OF THE 
CONGREGATION visit 
firstarpburlington.org & select 
the Evening Bulletin. 

2250 Saddle Club Road, 
Burlington, NC 27215 

firstarpburlington.org  

www.facebook.com/
FirstARPBurlington  

336.584.6929 

pastor@firstarpburlington.org 

ministrycoordinator@firstarpburlington.org 

finance@firstarpburlington.org 
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