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The purpose of this missional prayer service is to intercede1 on behalf of our neighborhood, 
state, and the world. As a missional prayer service, our prayers are also concerned with the 
gospel going forth in the midst of challenging circumstances. We encourage you to set aside 
some time in the evening of March 29 to pray through this prayer guide either individually or as 
a family, knowing that your brothers and sisters at FCC will be praying along with you at this 
time.  
 
This missional prayer service follows the ACTS pattern of prayer (Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, Supplication).  
 
Adoration2: Begin prayer by praising God for his goodness, sovereignty, and promise to always 
do what is best for his people. Consider reading all of Psalm 145 aloud in praise. 
 
Confession3: Ask God to reveal to you any unconfessed sin that you may receive his 
forgiveness. Perhaps God wants to show you a time when you have not trusted him, when you 
have acted out of fear or anger, or a time when you have been selfish, especially in light of the 
Coronavirus media coverage and current legislation. Perhaps the stay-at-home order in Illinois 
has made you irritable or short with your family. Pray for God’s mercy, grace, and help in light 
of these challenges so that you may be a more faithful representative of Jesus.  
 
 A prayer of confession: 
 
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole hearts; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  
 
After confession, remember the assurance of pardon4 from 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 

 
1 Intercede: To pray or intervene on behalf of another.  
James 5:16: “Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may 
be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.” 
2 Adoration: Praising God for who he is and what he has done for us  
Psalm 96:9 “Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth!” 
3 Confession: To acknowledge our sins before God and receive his forgiveness for them.  
4 Assurance of pardon: The reminder that we can be truly confident that God has forgiven us 
and given us victory over sin because of what he promises in his Word. 



Thanksgiving5: Begin the time of thanksgiving with thanking God for his presence to help in 
times of trouble (Psalm 46). Thank him for the specific ways he has cared for you and your 
family this week. Then, thank him for how he has cared for your neighborhood, the city, and the 
world. As a church, we are thankful for: 
 

• The unshakable nature of our salvation, and the love of God, which can never be taken 
from us 

• That the gospel bears fruit even in (and often because of) the most challenging 
circumstances 

• Generous members who are eager to care for one another 
• Financial provision for the church during this time 
• God’s protection over our community in giving us safe places to stay during the shelter-

in-place order 
• The success of the LRI Global Summit in Brazil 
• Seung and Amy Kim’s provision of a flight back to the US for furlough in the coming 

week 
 
Supplication6: We have many requests to make known to God during this time. Besides your 
own concerns, please bring these concerns before our God. Refer to the missionary prayer letter, 
which was sent out this morning, in addition to the other concerns listed below: 
 

• Pray for medical professionals serving at personal risk in view of supply shortages. Pray 
for Jason Zimmermann, serving at Advocate Christ Medical Center in Oak Lawn, which 
has around 70 COVID-19 cases, including a fatality. Pray for God’s provision for the 
equipment necessary to allow these doctors, nurses, and techs to serve people with proper 
protection. Pray for the Zimmermanns as Jason is quarantined away from Jessica and the 
kids to prevent exposure to the illness. Pray also for Joanna Wierenga, who intends to 
serve as an ICU nurse in Denver. Pray for her protection and discernment as she 
strategically determines which hospital to serve.  

• Pray for Shannon Thompson and the Northern Illinois Food Bank as they seek to serve 
families who have limited access to food as a result of the virus, often at risk to 
themselves. Pray for those in our community who rely on school lunches and other meal 
programs to ensure their families have access to adequate nutrition.  

• Pray for those in our West Chicago and our church affected by the virus, including 
workers at the Jel-Sert factory near our church who have contracted the virus. Pray for 
Anita and Jim’s daughter Kate, who has likely contracted COVID-19.  

• Pray for those in DuPage County who have contracted the virus, including residents of 
the Chateau Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Willowbrook and at another long-term 
care facility in Burr Ridge. Pray for Don Johnson as he serves at Windsor Park and ask 
God to protect him as he ministers to at-risk individuals. 

 
5 Thanksgiving: “[G]ive thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you.” 1 Thessalonians 5:18. 
6 Supplication: To humbly ask God for his help for specific needs.  
“[C]asting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.” 1 Peter 5:7 



• Pray for the teachers in our community who seek to serve students through technological 
mediums, including Natalie Wierenga, Ben Huggins, and Tim Wierenga. Ask for God’s 
provision for them during the challenge of teaching digitally online.  

• Pray for the loss of employment in our community, for all those who work at positions 
deemed “non-essential,” and for those whose work-places have been shut down because 
of exposure to the virus. Pray that they would easily access unemployment and for God’s 
provision during this time.  

• Pray for those in our church and community who are vulnerable to disease and illness, 
including low-wage earners, immigrants, the elderly, those with autoimmune disorders, 
and those with chronic illness. Name them before God in prayer.  

• Finally, pray that the gospel would go forth powerfully during this COVID-19 crisis and 
that the church would effectively minister the gospel during a time when people do not 
have access to church buildings or corporate worship. Pray that God would sustain our 
faith and give us creative opportunities to share the good news of the gospel during these 
difficult times.  

 
Consider closing your prayer time by singing either the Gloria Patri or the Doxology.  
 
Benediction7: “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 15:5-6) 
 

 
 

 
   

 
7 Benedicition: A prayer of blessing given at the end of a service.  


