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Let’s Review the “Narrative Arc” to this 
Point
Primeval Narrative (Genesis 1-11):

– Creation
– Fall
– Cain and Abel
– Noah and the Flood
– Tower of Babel and the Confounding of Tongues
– Table of Nations



The Narrative Arc (cont’d)
The Patriarchs (Genesis 12-50):

The Call of Abraham (Genesis 12)

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your 
father's household and go to the land I will show you.    2 "I will make you 
into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and 
you will be a blessing.   3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through 
you.“   (Gen 12:1-3 NIV)

The Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15)



The Covenant with Abraham – Part 1 
(Focus on Offspring)
And Abram said, "You have given me no children; so a servant in my household 
will be my heir."
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a 
son coming from your own body will be your heir.“   5 He took him outside and 
said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars--if indeed you can count 
them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be."
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

(Quoted by Paul in Romans 4:3)



The Covenant with Abraham—Part 2 (Focus on Land)
7 He also said to him, "I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to take possession of it.“     8 But Abram said, 
"O Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?"
13 Then the LORD said to him, "Know for certain that your descendants will 
be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and 
mistreated four hundred years.   14 But I will punish the nation they serve as 
slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.    15 You, 
however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.   16

In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of 
the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure."
17 When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a 

blazing torch appeared and passed between the pieces.   18 On that day the 
LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this 
land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates-- 19 the land of 
the Kenites, Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21

Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.“



The Narrative Arc (cont’d)

Egypt to the Plains of Moab  (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers):
– 72 Lives go to Egypt with the Patriarchs
– 3 Million Children of Israel leave Egypt
– A New Covenant with the LORD:

■ The Law
■ The Tabernacle
■ The Priesthood and Sacrificial System
■ A Ritual Purity System
■ A Prophetic Leader in Moses

– But NO Land!



The Narrative Arc (cont’d)—The Time In 
Between 
■ Deuteronomy—Not Just a Second-Giving of the Law—Sets up 

the Rest of the OT-The end of Moses’ leadership
■ Joshua – Conquering the Land promised to Abraham (at 

least some of it)—Joshua fills the leadership role of Moses
■ Judges – Israelites living in the partially conquered Land, 

after the death of Moses and Joshua



Investigating the “the Time In Between” 
Group Questions:
■ When does the passage take place?
■ What timeframe does the passage refer to (or look forward to, if any)?
■ What are the two or three major points of the passage?

Group Assignments:
■ Group A: Deuteronomy 17: 14-20
■ Group B: Deuteronomy 28: 15-25
■ Group C: Judges 1:27-36
■ Group D: Judges 2:8-23



Group A: Deuteronomy 17:14-20
14 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and 
settled in it, and you say, "Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us,"
15 be sure to appoint over you the king the LORD your God chooses. He must be from among your 

own brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite.
16 The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people 

return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, "You are not to go back that way 
again."
17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large 

amounts of silver and gold.
18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, 

taken from that of the priests, who are Levites.
19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the 

LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees
20 and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left. 

Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.



Group B: Deuteronomy 28:15-25
5 However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and 
decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:
16 You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.
17 Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed.
18 The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and 
the lambs of your flocks.
19 You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.
20 The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, until 
you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in forsaking him.
21 The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has destroyed you from the land you are entering to 
possess.
22 The LORD will strike you with wasting disease, with fever and inflammation, with scorching heat and 
drought, with blight and mildew, which will plague you until you perish.
23 The sky over your head will be bronze, the ground beneath you iron.
24 The LORD will turn the rain of your country into dust and powder; it will come down from the skies 
until you are destroyed.
25 The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one 
direction but flee from them in seven, and you will become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on earth.



Group C: Judges 1:27-36
27 But Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan or Taanach or Dor or Ibleam or 
Megiddo and their surrounding settlements, for the Canaanites were determined to live in that 
land.
28 When Israel became strong, they pressed the Canaanites into forced labor but never drove 

them out completely.
29 Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer, but the Canaanites continued to live 

there among them.
30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol, who remained among 

them; but they did subject them to forced labor.
31 Nor did Asher drive out those living in Acco or Sidon or Ahlab or Aczib or Helbah or Aphek or 

Rehob,
32 and because of this the people of Asher lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land.
33 Neither did Naphtali drive out those living in Beth Shemesh or Beth Anath; but the Naphtalites

too lived among the Canaanite inhabitants of the land, and those living in Beth Shemesh and Beth 
Anath became forced laborers for them.
34 The Amorites confined the Danites to the hill country, not allowing them to come down into the 

plain.
35 And the Amorites were determined also to hold out in Mount Heres, Aijalon and Shaalbim, but 

when the power of the house of Joseph increased, they too were pressed into forced labor.
36 The boundary of the Amorites was from Scorpion Pass to Sela and beyond. 



Group D: Judges 2:8-23
8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten.    9 And they buried him in the land of his 
inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash.  10 After that whole generation had been 
gathered to their fathers, another generation grew up, who knew neither the LORD nor what he had done for Israel. 
11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals.  12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, 
who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the 
LORD to anger  13 because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.   14 In his anger against Israel the LORD handed 
them over to raiders who plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.  15

Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of the LORD was against them to defeat them, just as he had sworn to them. They were
in great distress.
16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.   17 Yet they would not listen to their judges 
but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. Unlike their fathers, they quickly turned from the way in which their 
fathers had walked, the way of obedience to the LORD's commands.   18 Whenever the LORD raised up a judge for them, he was 
with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD had compassion on them 
as they groaned under those who oppressed and afflicted them.   19 But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even 
more corrupt than those of their fathers, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They refused to give up their evil 
practices and stubborn ways.
20 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and said, "Because this nation has violated the covenant that I laid down for their 
forefathers and has not listened to me,  21 I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations Joshua left when he died.   22 I 
will use them to test Israel and see whether they will keep the way of the LORD and walk in it as their forefathers did.“   23 The 
LORD had allowed those nations to remain; he did not drive them out at once by giving them into the hands of Joshua.



The "Cycles” in the Book of Judges
1. Israel does evil in the eyes of Yahweh

2. Yahweh gives/sells them into the hands of oppressors

3. Israel serves the oppressor for x years

4. Israel cries out to Yahweh

5. Yahweh raises up a deliverer (i.e., judge)

6. The Spirit of Yahweh is upon the deliverer

7. The oppressor is subdued

8. The land has rest for x years   
(Repeat)



The “Judges” in the Book of Judges (3:7-16:31)

“Good” Judges:

Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah (Barak)

“Mixed” Judges:

Gideon (and his son, Abimelech), Jair, Tola, Jephthah

“Bad” Judges:

Ibzon, Elon, Abdon, Samson



The Horrible Ending to the Book of 
Judges
■ Chapter 17: The Ephraimite who creates an idol and employs a Levite 

to be the priest of his shrine.

■ Chapter 18:  The Danites carry off the priest and idol and set up a 
worship site in the North (a grand-son of Moses becomes one of the 
priests)

■ Chapter 19: The Benjamites abuse the concubine of a Levite

■ Chapter 20: Israel wars against the Benjamites

■ Chapter 21: The “Rape” of the Girls of Shiloh to provide wives for the 
Benjamites



The Closing Words of Judges (21:24 & 
25)
24 At that time the Israelites left that place and went 
home to their tribes and clans, each to his own 
inheritance.
25 In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as he 

saw fit.



The Setting for the Beginning of I Samuel

■ Israel settled in Canaan, but not fully in control of all of it (and it does 
not stretch from the Wadi of Egypt to the Euphrates)

■ Fragmented into tribes and clans and occasionally at war with one 
another

■ Increasing idolatry and spiritual infidelity, partly tempted by pagans in 
their midst

■ Lack of strong teaching and priestly guidance

■ No strong leaders, just periodic deliverers (No hereditary king, like the 
“nations”)
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