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1:1-20 Prologue
2:1-3:22 7 Letters to 7 Churches
4:1-5:14 The Throne Room, the Scroll, and the Lamb
6:1-8:5 7 Seals

(Interlude: The 144,000 and a multitude from the nations)

8:6-11:19 7 Trumpets 
(Interlude: the Two Witnesses)

12:1-15:4 7 Visions/Signs
(The Woman, The Mark of the Beast)

15:5-16:21 7 Bowls
17:1-19:21 Final Judgment of Babylon and the Beast
20:1-15 The Millennium
21:1-22:5 The New Creation 

(New heavens and earth)

22:6-21 Epilogue
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Passive Voice

Who is doing the 
action?
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Passive Voice

Who is doing the 
action?

God/Christ —
“Divine Passive”
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Passive Voice

Who is doing the 
action?

God/Christ —
“Divine Passive”

The voice of 
Christ, who is “in 
the midst of the 
throne and of 
the four living 
beings” (5:6)
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Passive Voice

Who is doing the 
action?

God/Christ —
“Divine Passive”

The voice of 
Christ, who is “in 
the midst of the 
throne and of 
the four living 
beings” (5:6)

=
God’s 
Sovereignty
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“had been slain” — the afflictions 
of the 4 horsemen are already 
happening in John’s time

“slain” — inclusive of death and 
suffering

“under the altar” — in God’s 
presence, under God’s protection
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The response of the saints to their 
suffering

A plea for justice, not revenge

“How long” — echo of the Psalms, 
Zech 1:12 à answered by the 
horsemen in Zech 6:1-8

The prayer is answered in stages 
through the rest of Revelation
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”white robe” — preliminary answer

White = purity à Reward & 
Declaration

“rest a little longer” — A call for 
patience

“until…” — assurance that the 
prayer will be answered in the end
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6th Seal = The Final Judgment
• The end of the waiting from v11
• “great earthquake” — see also 

8:5, 11:13, 11:19, 16:18 à each 
connects to final judgment

• ”Uncreation”
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6th Seal = The Final Judgment
• The end of the waiting from v11
• “great earthquake” — see also 

8:5, 11:13, 11:19, 16:18 à each 
connects to final judgment

• ”Uncreation”

Background from Isa. 34:4
All the host of heaven shall rot away,

and the skies roll up like a scroll.
All their host shall fall,

as leaves fall from the vine,
like leaves falling from the fig tree.

Background from Joel 2:31-32
The sun will be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great 
and awesome day of the Lord comes…. 
Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.
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6th Seal = The Final Judgment
• The end of the waiting from v11
• “great earthquake” — see also 

8:5, 11:13, 11:19, 16:18 à each 
connects to final judgment

• “Uncreation”

Background from Isa. 34:4
All the host of heaven shall rot away,

and the skies roll up like a scroll.
All their host shall fall,

as leaves fall from the vine,
like leaves falling from the fig tree.

Background from Joel 2:31-32
The sun will be turned into darkness, and 
the moon into blood, before the great 
and awesome day of the Lord comes…. 
Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.

This is the end of history, anticipated in the 
Old Testament
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“After this” = order of 
visions, not historical 
order

Chapter 7 interrupts 
the “Seal” sequence 
to provide more 
information

24



10/6/20

13

Good Angels

Four Winds = 
Evil Angels = Four 
Horsemen (cf. Zech. 
6:1-8)

Four winds = 
symbolic for the 
whole world

Four winds are held 
back here, 
indicating this is 
chronologically prior 
to the first four seals

25

What is the seal?
• Protection from 

physical harm?
• Spiritual protection 

against apostasy?
• Mark of ownership?

Background:
• Exodus/Passover

Revelation 14:1
“on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, 
and with him 144,000 who had his 
name and his Father’s name 
written on their foreheads”

Eph. 1:13-14
“In him you also…were sealed 
with the promised Holy Spirit, who 
is the guarantee of our 
inheritance until we acquire 
possession of it...”
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Who is sealed?
• Eph. 1:13-14 helps!

All those who “heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation, and 
believed in him” are sealed!

• Rev. 5:9 — the Lamb 
purchased people 
from every tribe and 
nation

• Symbolic Numbers
• 12 Tribes of Israel = OT 

People of God
• 12 Apostles = NT People 

of God
• 12 x 12 = 144
• x1000 = completeness

• 144,000 must represent 
believers from all ages, 
both Old and New 
Testament
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Why list the tribes?
• Judah listed first à

Christ
• Continuity between OT 

and NT à in Christ, the 
church is True Israel

• OT Census lists, e.g. 
Num. 1:21, 23, etc.

• Census taken to 
organize a military 
force

• Listing the tribes 
depicts the church 
militant

• The church conquers 
the way Christ did—
faithfulness through 
suffering
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• “Standing” — answer 
to the question from 
6:17, “who can stand” 
on the day of wrath?

• ”Clothed in white” —
same as the people 
under the heavenly 
altar in 6:9-11 

• A heavenly scene of 
worship

• A 7-fold benediction:
1. Blessing
2. Glory
3. Wisdom
4. Thanksgiving
5. Honor
6. Power
7. Might
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• Identity of the multitude confirmed 
as those who have “washed their 
robes… in the blood of the Lamb” 
— that’s all who believe!

• But then, what is the ”Great 
Tribulation”? (Dan 12:1)
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• Identity of the multitude confirmed 
as those who have “washed their 
robes… in the blood of the Lamb” 
— that’s all who believe!

• But then, what is the ”Great 
Tribulation”? (Dan 12:1)
• A specific period (3.5 or 7 years) yet 

to come? (Dispensational Futurist)

Millennium

Rapture/Second 
Coming

Tribulation

Christ Returns with 
Church Final Judgment

32
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• Identity of the multitude confirmed 
as those who have “washed their 
robes… in the blood of the Lamb” 
— that’s all who believe!

• But then, what is the ”Great 
Tribulation”? (Dan 12:1)
• A specific period (3.5 or 7 years) yet 

to come? (Dispensational Futurist)

• The entire church age (amillennial)

Millennium

Rapture/Second 
Coming

Tribulation

Christ Returns with 
Church Final Judgment

Great Tribulation = Millennium = Church Age

Second Coming and Final Judgment
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• A Kingdom of priests, the priesthood of 
all believers

• Divine protection
• Relief from suffering
• John 4:10:15 — Jesus as “living water,” 

“welling up to eternal life”
• John 7:37-39

37 On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus 
stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in 
me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will 
flow rivers of living water.’” 39 Now this he said 
about the Spirit…

• There is an end to sorrow
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Conclusion of the Seals à 7 = completeness
• Last judgment reiterated

• ”Silence in heaven” = associated with 
judgment in the OT (cf. Hab. 2:20, Zech. 
2:13)

• Peals of thunder
• Rumblings
• Flashes of Lightning
• Earthquake
• Description is almost identical to 11:19 

and 16:18
• Reminiscent of Mt. Sinai
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Conclusion of the Seals à 7 = completeness
• Last judgment reiterated

• ”Silence in heaven” = associated with 
judgment in the OT (cf. Hab. 2:20, Zech. 
2:13)

• Peals of thunder
• Rumblings
• Flashes of Lightning
• Earthquake
• Description is almost identical to 11:19 

and 16:18
• Reminiscent of Mt. Sinai

• The prayers of the saints are answered by the 
final judgment

• Setting the stage for the Seven Trumpets
• The Seven Trumpets must be 

recapitulations of the Seven Seals if the 
6th and 7th seals describe the final 
judgment and the end of history
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