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The Commissioning of John as a Prophet
Chapter 1



Outline for the Next Few Weeks

■ 9/4/2020: Introduction and Overview  (1:1-3)

■ 9/13/2020: The Commission of John and the First Vision of the Divine Being (1:4-
20)

■ 9/20/2020: Letters to the Seven Churches (2 & 3)

■ 9/27/2020:  The Second Vision of the Divine Being: The Throne Room Scene, The 
Scroll and The Lamb (4 & 5)



Revelation as a Book of Wisdom

Beginning Blessing and Exhortation:

3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear 
it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. (Rev 1:3 NIV)

Where else have we seen this?



“Blessed” as the Signifier of Wisdom 
Literature
Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of 
mockers.   2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.  (Psa 1:1-2 NIV)

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

(Mat 5:3-10 NIV)



Visions of the Divine Being

■ Apocalyptic Literature (or version of prophecy)
■ “Pulling back the curtain”
■ After an Introduction and Formal Greeting section (1:4-8) (signifying this is a letter) 

we have:

o A vision of the Divine Being (1:9-20)
o Letters to each of the Seven Churches (2 & 3)
o A second vision of the Divine Being (4 & 5)

■ The Visions are dramatic and grab our attention
■ They are different for NT literature, but not for OT literature



OT Visions of the Divine Being—Frames 
of Reference—Frame #1: Isaiah 6
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled 
the temple.  
2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying.
3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke.
5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.
7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for."
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send 
me!"
9 He said, "Go and tell this people: " 'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.'
10 Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.“    (Isa 6:1-10 NIV)





What do we see here?  (Isaiah 6)

1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a 
throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the 
temple.  
2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two 

wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 
feet, and with two they were flying.
3 And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the 

LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory."
4 At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds 

shook and the temple was filled with smoke.
5 "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean 

lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD Almighty."
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his 

hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar.
7 With it he touched my mouth and said, "See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 
for."
8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I 

send? And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send 
me!"
9 He said, "Go and tell this people: " 'Be ever hearing, but 

never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.'
           

■ The Lord, On a throne
■ In the Temple
■ Two strange beasts
■ Flying and chanting
■ Smoke
■ The Prophet humbled
■ (Note the strange charge 

to Isaiah)



OT Visions of the Divine Being—Frames of 
Reference—Frame #2:  Ezekiel 1
4 I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north--an immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by 
brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal,  5 and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures. In 
appearance their form was that of a man,   6 but each of them had four faces and four wings.   7 Their legs were straight; 
their feet were like those of a calf and gleamed like burnished bronze.   8 Under their wings on their four sides they had the 
hands of a man. All four of them had faces and wings,   9 and their wings touched one another. Each one went straight 
ahead; they did not turn as they moved.
10 Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a man, and on the right side each had the face of a lion, 
and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the face of an eagle.   11 Such were their faces. Their wings were spread 
out upward; each had two wings, one touching the wing of another creature on either side, and two wings covering its 
body.  

22 Spread out above the heads of the living creatures was what looked like an expanse, sparkling like ice, and awesome.  
23 Under the expanse their wings were stretched out one toward the other, and each had two wings covering its body.  24

When the creatures moved, I heard the sound of their wings, like the roar of rushing waters, like the voice of the Almighty, 
like the tumult of an army. When they stood still, they lowered their wings.

25 Then there came a voice from above the expanse over their heads as they stood with lowered wings.   26 Above the 
expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of 
a man.   27 I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from 
there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.   28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a 
rainy day, so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw 
it, I fell facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. (NIV)





What do we see here? (Ezekiel 1)
4 I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north--an 
immense cloud with flashing lightning and surrounded by 
brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal,  5
and in the fire was what looked like four living creatures. In 
appearance their form was that of a man,   6 but each of them 
had four faces and four wings.

25 Then there came a voice from above the expanse over their 
heads as they stood with lowered wings.   26 Above the 
expanse over their heads was what looked like a throne of 
sapphire, and high above on the throne was a figure like that of 
a man.   27 I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he 
looked like glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there 
down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded him.   28

Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, 
so was the radiance around him. This was the appearance of 
the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell 
facedown, and I heard the voice of one speaking. 

■ Four bizarre looking creatures

■ A vast expanse (a sea?)

■ A throne of sapphire

■ One sitting on the throne with the 
figure of a man

■ Waist up – a glowing metal

■ A radiance of glory (rainbow)

■ The prophet falls down



OT Visions of the Divine Being—Frames 
of Reference—Frame #3: Daniel 7
[Daniel has a troubling dream that contains four successive beast with the fourth beast.  Then a horn with eyes came 
up and spoke boastfully.  Then…]

9 "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His clothing was as white as snow; the 
hair of his head was white like wool. His throne was flaming with fire, and its wheels were all ablaze.
10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before him. Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.
11 "Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. I kept looking until the beast was 
slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire.
12 (The other beasts had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)
13 "In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.
14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. 
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.   
(NIV)
■



What do we see here?  (Daniel 7:9-10)

9 "As I looked, "thrones were set in place, 
and the Ancient of Days took his seat. His 
clothing was as white as snow; the hair of 
his head was white like wool. His throne 
was flaming with fire, and its wheels were 
all ablaze.
10 A river of fire was flowing, coming out 

from before him. Thousands upon 
thousands attended him; ten thousand 
times ten thousand stood before him. The 
court was seated, and the books were 
opened.

■ Thrones (one with fire and 
blazing wheels)

■ Ancient of days  clothed in 
white

■ A river of fire flows out
■ Myriads stand before and 

attend the Ancient of days
■ The “books” are opened



What more do we see in Daniel 7?

■ 11 "Then I continued to 
watch because of the 
boastful words the horn was 
speaking. I kept looking until 
the beast was slain and its 
body destroyed and thrown 
into the blazing fire. 12 (The 
other beasts had been 
stripped of their authority, 
but were allowed to live for a 
period of time.)

■ The destruction of the 
horrible beast, after a 
period of “speaking”

■ Others beast live for a 
while



What more do we see in Daniel 7?

13 "In my vision at night I looked, and 
there before me was one like a son of 
man, coming with the clouds of 
heaven. He approached the Ancient 
of Days and was led into his 
presence.
14 He was given authority, glory and 
sovereign power; all peoples, nations 
and men of every language 
worshiped him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that will not 
pass away, and his kingdom is one 
that will never be destroyed.   (NIV)

■ The arrival of one like “the son of man”

■ Led before the Ancient of Days (who is on the 
throne)

■ Given power and glory

■ People worship him

■ His dominion and kingdom are everlasting and 
indestructible



The Epistolary Greeting

4 John, 
To the seven churches in the 
province of Asia: Grace and 
peace to you from him who is, and 
who was, and who is to come, 
and from the seven spirits before 
his throne,  5 and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and 
the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

■ “To the seven churches”—the 
addressees of the letter

■ Grace and peace—strength to endure 
and internal peace in challenging 
times—the purpose of the letter

■ A Trinitarian greeting

■ A description of Jesus work and 
current position



The Epistolary Greeting (cont’d)

To him who loves us and has freed us from our 
sins by his blood,  6 and has made us to be a 
kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father--
to him be glory and power for ever and ever! 
Amen.

Christ’s motivation:  love
His accomplishments:

Freed us from our sins

Made us kings and priests in God’s 
service

“5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then 
out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. 
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ “ (Exo 19:5-6 NIV)

Doxology –per Daniel 7



7 Look, he is coming with the 
clouds, and every eye will 
see him, even those who 
pierced him; and all the 
peoples of the earth will 
mourn because of him. So 
shall it be! Amen.

“On that day I will set out to 
destroy all the nations that attack 
Jerusalem.   10 "And I will pour out 
on the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of 
grace and supplication. They will 
look on me, the one they have 
pierced, and they will mourn for 
him as one mourns for an only 
child, and grieve bitterly for him as 
one grieves for a firstborn son.”  
(Zec 12:9-10 NIV)
He is coming!!



8 "I am the Alpha and the 
Omega," says the Lord 
God, "who is, and who 
was, and who is to come, 
the Almighty."

■ God is at the beginning and the end 
of time

■ But also in the middle-”who is”

■ He is the ruler of all the events 
history: past, future and now!!



The Vision of the Divine Being  (1:9-20)
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in 

Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus.
10 On the Lord's Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet,  11 which said: 

"Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea."
12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven golden 

lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone "like a son of man," dressed in a robe reaching 
down to his feet and with a golden sash around his chest.  14 His head and hair were white like wool, as 
white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the sound of rushing waters.  16 In his right hand he held seven stars, and out of his mouth 
came a sharp double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.
17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right hand on me and said: "Do not 

be afraid. I am the First and the Last.  18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and 
ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
19 "Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later.   20 The mystery of the 

seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are 
the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches. (NIV)



John’s Prophetic Commissioning

9 I, John, your brother and companion 
in the suffering and kingdom and 
patient endurance that are ours in 
Jesus, was on the island of Patmos 
because of the word of God and the 
testimony of Jesus.
10 On the Lord's Day I was in the 
Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud 
voice like a trumpet,  11 which said: 
"Write on a scroll what you see and 
send it to the seven churches: to 
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and 
Laodicea."

■ Note what is “ours in Jesus”:
o Suffering
o Kingdom
o Patient endurance

■ Island of Patmos (off SW Turkey)

■ V.10-11:  John’s prophetic commissioning, ala 
Moses, Isaiah, Jeremiah

■ Seven churches in SW Turkey



What John Saw

12 I turned around to see the voice that 
was speaking to me. And when I turned I 
saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and 
among the lampstands was someone 
"like a son of man," dressed in a robe 
reaching down to his feet and with a 
golden sash around his chest.  14 His 
head and hair were white like wool, as 
white as snow, and his eyes were like 
blazing fire. 15 His feet were like bronze 
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was 
like the sound of rushing waters.  16 In his 
right hand he held seven stars, and out of 
his mouth came a sharp double-edged 
sword. His face was like the sun shining 
in all its brilliance.

■ Seven golden lampstands

■ “Like a son of man”

■ Other descriptors that remind of OT visions

■ Vision of Christ (from OT prophecies) as the 
eschatological high priest and end-time ruler and judge.



The Divine Being Identified

17 When I saw him, I fell at 
his feet as though dead. 
Then he placed his right 
hand on me and said: "Do 
not be afraid. I am the First 
and the Last.  18 I am the 
Living One; I was dead, and 
behold I am alive for ever 
and ever! And I hold the 
keys of death and Hades.

■ John reacts like Daniel 

■ The Divine Being identifies Himself:
– Gentleness
– Divinity
– Death and Resurrection
– The Controller of death and hell



The Charge to John

■ 19 "Write, therefore, what 
you have seen, what is now 
and what will take place 
later.   20 The mystery of the 
seven stars that you saw in 
my right hand and of the 
seven golden lampstands is 
this: The seven stars are the 
angels of the seven 
churches, and the seven 
lampstands are the seven 
churches.

■ John’s commission based on Christ’s 
death and resurrection and control over 
death and hell

■ The scope of Revelation: Christ’s 
resurrection until His second coming.  
What is now-current and recurring

■ The Stars and the Lampstands



Summary 

■ The visions in Revelation—not wholly new—OT precedents

■ The OT visions are “universalized” now (Israel  a world-wide church)

■ The kingdom of God involves patient endurance in suffering (like Christ)

■ Interpretative keys for the rest of the Book:
– Christ is ruler and judge
– The visions that come are to be interpreted by the straightforward message of 

the seven letters
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