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Repent or Perish 

 
 
This passage of scripture makes it very clear that what follows is to be understood 
as immediately following Jesus’ teaching on the need to “interpret the present 
time” (Luke 12:56) and “judge for yourselves what is right.” (Luke 12:57).  If we 
correctly interpret the present time and judge what is right, we will repent. 
 
Jesus calls us to repent because… 
 

1.​ We are all guilty 
a.​ We are not to think that others are worse than we are. 
b.​ We all owe God a debt we cannot repay  Luke 13:4 
c.​ We are all equally damnable before God - AND that means that we 

are all equally savable before him as well! 
 

2.​ Judgement will be unbearable 
a.​ It will be tragic in nature 
b.​ It will be inescapable in power 

 
3.​  Judgment will be unexpected 

a.​ There will be no forewarning 
b.​ We must not imagine we will be able to make a last second decision 

 
 
Application: 
 

1.​ Has Jesus called you to repent, and have you responded? 
 

2.​ Why do you think Jesus here emphasizes our need for salvation by calling 
us to “repent or perish” instead of calling us to “believe and be blessed?” 
 

3.​ With whom is God calling us to share the warnings and invitations of the 
gospel? 

 


