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Reconciliation: An Optimistic Prayer

Many shallow and worldly interpersonal strategies are founded on an ill-defined optimism.  Think “power of positive thinking."  But too often we reject all optimism in a bid for what we might imagine is 'realistic thinking.'  Paul's approach to a very difficult situation is startlingly optimistic.  In Philemon 4-7 he outlines for us a spiritually mature optimism that lays the foundation for genuine reconciliation.
1. Gratitude for what God has done:
a. Philemon has faith in and loves Jesus
b. Philemon loves the saints
2. A Prayer for your faith to grow 
a. In EVERY way
b. Into all that we have in Christ
3. A Prayer for your love to continue
a. Philemon has loved Paul 
b. Philemon has loved others


Application: 
1. Are you optimistic when you think about the possibility of reconciliation?
2. Is your faith growing you?  Do you have a deepening knowledge of the good things that are yours in Christ?
3. Do you have faith and love for Jesus Christ?  
