
 

NT514: GENERAL EPISTLES & REVELATION 

 

Lynchburg Campus Prof. Timothy L. Decker, PhD 

Location: Rivermont EPC; Room 206 (c) 540-765-9465 

Monday Evenings 6:30–8:30pm TimLDecker@gmail.com 

Jan 26—May 4 (Spring 2021) Brite-VA.org 

 

 

Course Description 

 

So much of the study of the New Testament is given over to the Gospel accounts or 

(especially in the reformed world) the Pauline epistles, leaving little attention to the 

General Epistles or the dreaded book of Revelation. Similarly, this section of the NT is 

often avoided for their enigmatic nature and difficult challenges they tend to pose. This 

course is an in-depth study into these sections of Scripture moving behind the text in terms 

of the background material, into the text in terms of the content and literary elements, and 

finally in front of the text for theology and homiletical points. 

 

 

Course Objectives  

 

1) Given the necessity for Christians to properly understand Scripture, the students are to 

familiarize themselves with the contents of the General Epistles (GE) & the book of 

Revelation (Rev). 

2) For the sake of proper interpretation, the students are to gain acquaintance with the 

main theories of authorship, origin, and setting of the GE & Rev. 

3) Because liberal theology and higher criticism has infiltrated both the academy and the 

church, students are to understand and evaluate, discerningly, the main lines of 

historical criticism of the GE & Rev especially as it pertains to the concept of 

pseudepigraphal authorship, canonicity, and genre. 

4) Given the continuity of the Bible, students are to understand the main elements of the 

message of the GE & Rev in terms of the overarching narrative of Scripture as well as 

its use of the OT. 

5) Given that all Scripture is both inspired and profitable, the students are to grow in 

personal responsiveness to the GE & Rev’s message of faith, repentance, obedience, 

endurance of persecution, etc. in order to bring such piety and knowledge to the benefit 

of the church. 
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Required Texts 

 

An English Bible (preferably ESV, NASB, or NKJV; GNT for those who have taken Greek) 

 

Kruger, Michael J. ed. A Biblical-Theological Introduction to the New Testament: The 

Gospel Realized. Wheaton: Crossway, 2016. {150 pp} 

{Though this text retails at $40, it will be used in the remaining 3 New Testament 

courses as well} 

 

Vos, Geerhardus. The Teaching of the Epistle to the Hebrews. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1956. {124 pp} 

 

Crowe, Brandon D. The Message of the General Epistles in the History of Redemption: 

Wisdom from James, Peter, John, and Jude. Philippsburg: P & R Publishing, 2015. 

{185 pp) 

 

Bauckham, Richard. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1993. {165 pp} 

 

Course Assignments 

 

1) Assigned Reading—Complete all assigned reading including all NT passages, required 

textbook reading, as well as any journal articles the professor will assign. See “Course 

Schedule” for textbook reading completion dates.  

2) Strengths & Weaknesses Paper—After choosing and reading the assigned articles on 

a given topic, write a 5–7 page paper reviewing the views studied noting the strengths 

and weaknesses of each view.  

The Authorship of Hebrews 

Allen, David L. “The Authorship of Hebrews: The Lukan Proposal.” Faith & Mission 

18.2 (2001): 3-26. 

Black, David Alan. “Who Wrote Hebrews? The Internal and External Evidence 

Reexamined.” Faith & Mission 18.2 (2001): 27-40. 

Guthrie, George H. “The Case for Apollos as the Author of Hebrews.” Faith & Mission 

18.2 (2001): 41-56. 

Goswell, Greg (Gregory Ross). “Finding a Home for the Letter to the Hebrews.” Journal 

of the Evangelical Theological Society 59, no. 4 (December 2016): 747–60. 

Kistemaker, Simon J. “The Authorship of Hebrews.” Faith & Mission 18.2 (2001): 57-

69. 

Boer, Erik A de. “Tertullian on ‘Barnabas’ Letter to the Hebrews’ in De Pudicitia 20.1-

5.” Vigiliae Christianae 68, no. 3 (2014): 243–63. 

Pitts, Andrew W. and Joshua F. Walker. "The Authorship of Hebrews: A Further 

Development in the Luke-Paul Relationship,” in Paul and His Social Relations. 

Leiden: Brill, 2013. 143–184. 
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The Warning Passages of Hebrews 

Verlyn D. Verbrugge, "Towards a New Interpretation of Hebrews 6:4-6," Calvin 

Theological Journal 15 (April 1980): 61–73. 
Philip Hughes, "Hebrews 6:4-6 and the Peril of Apostasy," Westminster Theological 

Journal 35 (1973): 137–155. 

Thomas Kem Oberholtzer, “The Thorn-Infested  Ground  in  Hebrews  6:4-12,” 

Bibliotheca Sacra 145, no. 579 (July 1988): 319–28. 

Wayne Grudem, “Perseverance of the Saints: A Case Study from Hebrews 6:4–6 and the 

other Warning Passages of Hebrews,” in The Grace of God and the Bondage of 

the Will, vol 1, 133–182. 

Scot McKnight, “The Warning Passages of Hebrews: A Formal Analysis and Theological 

Conclusions,” Trinity Journal 13 (1992): 21–59.  

Robert E. Picirilli, “Hebrews 6:4-6 and the Problem of Apostasy,” Dimension (Fall 1985) 

5-11. 

 

Revelation 20 & the 1,000 years 

House, H. Wayne. “Traditional Dispensationalism and the Millennium.” Criswell 

Theological Review 11.1 (2013): 3–27. 

Beale, G. K. “The Millennium in Revelation 20:1-10: An Amillennial Perspective.” 

Criswell Theological Review 11.1 (2013): 29–62. 

Blaising, Craig A. “Premillennialism: A Progressive Dispensational View.” Criswell 

Theological Review 11.1 (2013): 63–70. 

Blomberg, Craig L. “Why I Am a Historic Premillennialist.” Criswell Theological 

Review 11.1 (2013): 71–87. 

Gentry, Kenneth L. “The Postmillennial Vision of Christian Eschatology.” Criswell 

Theological Review 11.1 (2013): 89–101. 

Preston, Don K. “Full Preterism and the Millennium.” Criswell Theological Review 11.1 

(2013): 121–136. 

 

3) Research Paper—Write a 10–12 page research paper on any of the General Epistles. 

Making use of various research tools, please include at least 5 journal articles and 5 

monographic resources in your research. Choose any topic below for research papers. 

The student must receive approval from the professor in order to proceed: 

a. Exegesis Paper: Write an exegetical paper on a passage of your choosing from the 

Gospel accounts.  

b. Interpretations Paper: Write a paper on a controversial and divided passage from 

any of the four Gospel accounts. Include the various popular interpretations as well 

as argue for which you believe to be the correct one.  

c. Theology Paper: Write a paper on a specific theological theme that is developed 

and emphasized in one particular Gospel account (e.g. temple in John or new 

exodus in Mark).  

d. Introductory/Background Paper: Write a paper that deals with one of the many and 

sundry background matters (e.g. authorship, canonicity, date, etc.).  

e. General Topic Paper: Write a paper that deals with any other topic that has not 

been mentioned above. Issues such as the “synoptic problem,” OT use in the Gospel 
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accounts, oral tradition, historicity of the accounts, the historical Jesus, or supposed 

contradictions are just a few examples. 

 

4)  Apocalyptic Compare/Contrast—After reading both Revelation and 4 Ezra, write a 3–

5 page paper noting the similarities and differences in style and content. Conclude with 

a summary about hermeneutics and the thought world required to understand the 

apocalyptic genre and the book of Revelation specifically. You may use secondary 

resources (journal articles & commentaries), however this is mainly a project of your 

observation in the primary literature.  

 

Grading Weights:  

 

1) Classroom Participation and Preparedness—5% 

2) Reading—10% 

3) Strengths & Weaknesses Paper—30% 

4) Research Paper—35% 

5) Compare/Contrast Apocalyptic—20% 

 

 

Course Procedures & Policies:  

 

1) For all matters of procedures and policies, please see the BRITE catalog pp. 36–40 

(https://www.brite-va.org/brite-catalog/). For all other matters, see below. 

  

2) Lecture and note-taking are not the only components of this course, but they are rather 

important. Additionally, questions, dialogue, and discussion are highly encouraged in Mr. 

Decker’s class. In fact, one’s participation and ability to interact well with others may be the 

difference between a letter grade (B+ to a A-). This subjective component is left to the 

professor’s discretion (see “Grading Weights” #1 above). However, students are always 

expected to interact with the professor and each other in a respectful manner.  

 

3) Reading is mostly preparatory and expected to be completed prior to the start of the class as 

scheduled in the syllabus.  

 

4) Late work policy. Unless pre-approved by the professor or extreme providential prevention 

(illness or death in family), a 5% reduction per day past due will be incurred for the late 

assignment. 

 

5) Make-up quizzes and exams are available in specific cases as long as the excuse has been pre-

approved. However, it is the responsibility to seek out the professor and arrange the time and 

place for the make-up quiz or exam.  

 

6) Because this is a Christian institution that seeks to glorify Christ academically; cheating, 

plagiarizing, and disrespect will result in automatic disciplinary action according to the 

standards outlined in the catalog and administered by those in charge of the student oversight 

at BRITE.  

https://www.brite-va.org/brite-catalog/
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7) Extra-credit is offered as a case-by-case basis. It will consist of writing more research papers. 

 

8) The professor holds the right to change/modify/amend the syllabus as needed. 

 

 

Evaluation Criteria: 

 

1) Textbook Reading: Completion of reading will be demonstrated through classroom 

participation and preparedness as well as appearing on quizzes and exams. A reading report 

must also be submitted at the end of the class. 

 

2) Exams: These exams will for the most part be short answer questions. They will all be open 

book & notes take-home exams and on average can take anywhere from 5-10 hours to 

complete. The goal will be for the student not to regurgitate reading and classroom material 

but rather to synthesize and deliver the material in the student’s own words demonstrating 

understanding and precision. 

 

3) Research Paper Rubric: Form and content are important aspects that will be considered for 

your grade.  

 

a. Form: The student is expected to follow the BRITE’s Style Sheet as closely as possible 

(see: https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/). Starting at 10 percentage points; for 

every 2 grammar, spelling, punctuation, and general writing style or formatting errors will 

result in a 1% reduction. However, I will stop reducing after 20 errors (10%) since that 

reduces the paper 1 letter grade. 

 

b. Content: Will consist of the remaining 90% of the paper. Quality of argument, depth of 

research, amount and quality of citations, and accuracy of content are the major 

components of a good essay. It should be well presented, including an introduction, a clear 

thesis statement, body, and summary conclusion.  

 

c. A rough draft (RD) is due April 8 so as to be sure the professor can help with formatting 

issues as well as assist the student to write a quality final draft (FD).  

 

d. Please watch the “BRITE Tutorials” videos to help improve and simplify the writing 

process: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM5TRru23QxlQo_VBKLb9JmIdh42uHe2s. 

 

e. To aid the research process, please avail yourself to BRITE’s resource of open access 

journals and search tools (see: https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/). 

 

f. See the professor for any questions or additional help. He is able to provide formatting 

assistance as well as providing access to journal articles you may find but cannot retrieve. 

You are welcome to borrow anything from his personal library as well: 

http://www.librarything.com/catalog/timotheoslibrary.  

https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM5TRru23QxlQo_VBKLb9JmIdh42uHe2s
https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/timotheoslibrary
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Course Lecture & Reading Schedule: [Schedule is subject to adapt as necessary] 

 

Wk Date Reading Lecture A Lecture B 

1 1/26  Overview of the middle & late 

first century 

Rise of persecution and 

Apocalypticism 

2 2/2  Hebrews: Background Hebrews: Structure 

3 2/9  Hebrews: Literary Style & 

Genre 

Hebrews: Use of the OT 

4 2/16  Hebrews: Themes & Theology Hebrews: Themes & Theology 

5 2/23  James: Background James: Themes & Theology 

6 3/2  James: Faith & Works 1 Peter: Background 

7 3/9  1 Peter: Themes & Theology 1 Peter: Themes & Theology 

8 3/26  2 Peter: Background 2 Peter: Themes & Theology 

9 3/23  Jude: Background Jude: Themes & Theology 

10 3/30  1 John: Background 1 John: Themes & Theology 

11 4/6  NO CLASS NO CLASS 

12 4/13  2nd John 3rd John 

13 4/20  Revelation: Background Revelation: Genre and 

Symbolism 

14 4/27  Revelation: Structure  Revelation: Use of the OT 

15 5/4  Revelation: Themes & 

Theology 

Revelation: Chapter 20 
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Academic Resources on BRITE Website 

 

On the BRITE website (www.brite-va.org) you will find the Academic Resources Webpage 

(https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/). There you will find an ever-expanding 

treasure trove of resources to aid you in our studies, research, and writing during your time at 

BRITE. While not every class may demand the same level of research and writing rigor, you’re 

likely to find something on that webpage each semester that will benefit you. Check back often 

to that webpage. The items there are curated by the BRITE faculty in order to be of assistance 

to you: guidelines as to how you should format your formal academic papers, examples of 

well-written course papers to guide your own work, Open Access (free) journal article 

databases to aid you in your academic writing and research, and even a growing catalogue of 

instructional YouTube videos which will be of assistance to you. We also have access to a 

variety of theological journals online via Galaxie Journals which may be of interest to you in 

your writing and research. Please ask the professor for information on how to log on to this e-

journal portal. 

 

 


