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Course Description

A brief introduction to terminology, major views, and problems in the study of ethics,
and a biblical basis for morality.  Basic concerns and current issues in social ethics will
be covered. Our survey of this doctrine will be based on the exegesis of Scripture, with
continual reference to systematic and historical theology.  All along we will remember
the crucial nexus between faith and life, doctrine and practice, and thus endeavor to
stress the importance of these doctrines for Christian thought, life, and ministry.

Course Objectives

To assist the student in obtaining a knowledge of, commitment to, and proficiency in
communicating the content of Christian ethics from a Reformed perspective.  Stress will
be laid upon creation ordinances, the moral law of God as summarized in the Ten
Commandments, and the soteriological context of Christian ethics, with a view to
student proficiency in preaching, teaching, and counseling.  We will endeavor to
increase the student's understanding of these doctrines (and the historical and
contemporary debates surrounding them) and ability to communicate them (in both
academic and popular settings).  To strengthen the student's commitment to historic
Christian theology and to assist in preparing the student to deal with unbiblical systems
of theology in their various contemporary manifestations are also important course
goals.  Finally, we will seek to move the student to obedience and worship of the God
who redeemed him.

Course Requirements

Core Texts for All Students:

JI Packer, Keeping the 10 Commandments [Kindle]

More Required Texts for Credit Students Only:

John Jefferson Davis, Evangelical Ethics [4th edition on Kindle]
John Murray, Principles of Conduct [Eerdmans]
Thomas Watson, The Ten Commandments [Kindle]



Evaluation for Credit Students:

1. Reading (14%) 

A 2 page double spaced Reading Report will be submitted by email to the
professor roughly every two weeks during the semester in this order:

Murray, Preface & Chapter 1
Murray, Chapters 2-4
Murray, Chapters 5 & 6
Murray, Chapters 7 & 8
Murray, Chapters 9 & 10
Watson
Davis

2. Term Paper (36%) 

A 10 page theological paper is required for this course.  Students should
agree on a topic in advance with the professor.  

A thesis statement, 2 page outline, and bibliography with at least 10
major academic sources must be submitted to the professor by April 15,
2021. 

Papers in this class should follow the most recent edition of Kate L. 
Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and
Dissertations, which is the 9th edition [ISBN-13: 978-0-226-71389-2
(spiral-bound)].

Papers are due May 15, 2021.

3. Final Exam (50%) 

The examination will test the student's mastery of all the material
covered in the course lectures and reading and allow the student to
apply principles learned in the course to a theological test case.  The final
exam will be take home & due before May 25, 2021.

Course Lectures

Please email the professor at wduncanrankin@gmail.com by noon on January 26, 2021
for the Zoom link for the Course Lectures.
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 The projected lecture topic schedule is as follows:

1 Introduction to Course and Christian Ethics
2 Soteriological Background to Christian Ethics
3 1st Commandment
4 2nd Commandment
5 3rd Commandment
6 4th Commandment
7 5th Commandment
8 6th Commandment
9 7th Commandment
10 8th Commandment
11 9th Commandment
12 10th Commandment
13 Review

Office Hours

The professor will be available to meet with students after each class.  In addition,
telephone or Zoom conferences can be scheduled as needed.  Students may contact the
professor by phone (706-691-3702) or email (wduncanrankin@gmail.com).

Recommended Books

Specific recommendations for student's personal libraries will be made in frequent
"book plugs" in class.

In addition to the required texts, the following books are highly recommended for your
academic reference during the course.  NB: not all of these volumes are Westminsterian in
their ethical and theological teaching.  Thus, caution is in order when consulting these
important academic works:

G. Bahnsen Theonomy in Christian Ethics
R. Baxter The Christian Directory
D. Bloesch Freedom for Obedience
W.S. Bruce The Ethics of the Old Testament
John Calvin Sermons on the Ten Commandments
W. Chantry God's Righteous Kingdom
C. Colson, Kingdom Life in a Fallen World
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R.L. Dabney, Discussions
     . The Practical Philosophy
J. Edwards Charity and its Fruits
P. Fairbairn The Revelation of Law in Scripture
S. Ferguson Discovering God's Will
     . Kingdom Life in a Fallen World
J. Frame Doctrine of the Christian Life
     . Medical Ethics
N.L. Geisler Ethics: Alternatives and Issues
P.E. Hughes Christian Ethics in Secular Society
W. Kaiser Toward Old Testament Ethics
E. Kevan The Grace of Law
G.W. Knight Role Relationship of Men and Women
C.S. Lewis On Ethics in Christian Reflections
O. O'Donovan Resurrection and Moral Order
D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones Sermon on the Mount
R.N. Longenecker NT Social Ethics for Today
D. Macleod Shared Life
H.R. Niebuhr Christ and Culture
J.I. Packer I Want to be a Christian
     . A Quest for Godliness
B.M. Palmer & J.W. Alexander The Family
R.J. Rushdoony Institutes of Biblical Law
J.R.W. Stott Christian Counter-Culture
     . Involvement: Being a Responsible Christian (vol. 1)
     . Involvement: Social and Sexual Relationships (vol. 2)
J.H. Thornwell Collected Writings (vol. 2)
C. Van Til Christian Ethics
A. Verhey The Great Reversal: Ethics and the NT
N. Weeks The Sufficiency of Scripture
C.J.H. Wright God's People in God's Land
     . Living as the People of God
     . Human Rights: A Study in Biblical Themes
     . Peace and Justice in the Bible
     . The Use of the Bible in Social Ethics
D.F. Wright, ed. Essays in Evangelical Social Ethics

“Time not spent reading is time wasted!”
—Dr. David F. Wright, New College, Edinburgh
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Academic Resources on BRITE Website

On the BRITE website (www.brite-va.org) you will find the Academic Resources Webpage
(https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/). There you will find an ever-expanding treasure trove
of resources to aid you in our studies, research, and writing during your time at BRITE. While not every
class may demand the same level of research and writing rigor, you’re likely to find something on that
webpage each semester that will benefit you. Check back often to that webpage. The items there are
curated by the BRITE faculty in order to be of assistance to you: guidelines as to how you should
format your formal academic papers, examples of well-written course papers to guide your own work,
Open Access (free) journal article databases to aid you in your academic writing and research, and
even a growing catalogue of instructional YouTube videos which will be of assistance to you. We also
have access to a variety of theological journals online via Galaxie Journals which may be of interest to
you in your writing and research. Please ask the professor for information on how to log on to this
e-journal portal.

 

Paper Grading Guide

The following criteria will be used in grading all written work for this course.

GENERAL
G Interesting.  G Substantial.  G Well-written.  
G Sufficiently [G Not sufficiently] focused or developed.  
G Not organized clearly.  G Read instructions again.

DEVELOPMENT
G Shows G Does not show clear plan and purpose.

TREATMENT
G The thesis statement should be stated more clearly.  
G Raises more issues than can be adequately treated in a piece of this length.
G Contains [G does not] contain enough data to enable the reader to understand the
problems/issues.
G Gives attention to Biblical principles   G Paper contains good exegetical work.
G Interacts well with Confessional documents (esp. WCF and Catechisms).
G Displays knowledge of and interacts with G views within the broader Reformed tradition 

G views within modern evangelicalism  G contrasting secular views.
G Paper contains good pastoral advice to Christian seeking to obey the Word of the Lord.
G The treatment [G is G is not] objective enough.
G You have too much material not germane to the subject.
G Too short to adequately develop your subject.
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DOCUMENTATION
G Good.  G Adequate.  G Lacking adequate documentation.  

APPENDICESƒEXHIBITS
G Appropriate to the case.
G There are good, available documents you could have used.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
G No bibliography!
G The bibliography is adequate.
G The bibliography is excellent.
G The bibliography leaves out some important sources on your topic. 

APPEARANCE
G Neat
G Sloppy

ERRORS
G Grammatical.  G Spelling errors.  G Some typographical errors.
G Because the paper was late, I have unfortunately had to reduce your grade by five points per day
from the due date, in fairness to your peers.

The grade I have assigned you is based upon your fulfillment of the instructions for the assignment, the
overall quality of your presentation, my assessment of your grasp of the subject matter, your skill in
communication of the material, and how well you did your work in comparison with your peers in the
course.
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