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Course Description
A continuation of HT502 (Church History 1), this course concentrates on leaders and
movements, ideas and theological developments of the church in the modern period of
church history from the Reformation to the twentieth century.

Course Objectives
By the end of the class, the student should:
1. Have gained familiarity with the major thinkers, figures and theologians in the
Reformation, Enlightenment, and contemporary (modern and post-modern) church
eras
2. Have traced out the development and articulation of key doctrines of Christianity,
especially as they come to the fore in deliberations of the various councils, debates,
and polemical/theological writings
3. Have assessed the development of Christian doctrine through the centuries
4. Better understand the key distinctives that set apart traditional/classical
Protestantism from the teachings of other branches of Christendom
5. Have been introduced and have read from many primary source theological,
ecclesiastical, polemical writings from a variety of centuries, genres, and styles
relevant to the early-modern to post-modern church eras

Required Texts (BRITE requires a 750-1000 pp of reading for a 3-credit class)
Martin Luther
- 95 Theses, 4 pp (http://www.zionlutheran-ssm.org/95.pdf) (no reading brief)
- Babylonian Captivity of the Church, 64 pp (https://www.checkluther.com/wpcontent/uploads/1520-The-Babylonian-Captivity-of-the-Church.pdf), Part 1
- On the Freedom of a Christian, 27 pp
(https://www.spucc.org/sites/default/files/Luther%20Freedom.pdf), Part 2
John Calvin, On the Necessity of Reforming the Church, 100 pp
(http://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/sdg/calvin/The%20Necessity%20of%20Ref
orming%20the%20-%20John%20Calvin.pdf)
English and Scottish Reformation-era Confessions
- Book of Common Prayer pp 1-71 and 165-168, 75 pp total,
(http://www.ccepiscopal.org/handouts/bcp-1662.pdf)

-

Scots’ Confession of 1560, 17 pp (http://apostles-creed.org/wpcontent/uploads/2014/07/Scots_Confession_1560.pdf)

Thomas Muntzer (Radical Reformation)
- Sermon to the Princes: Preface and Chapter 2, 36 pp
(https://libcom.org/files/Thomas%20Muntzer%20%20Sermon%20To%20The%20Princes.pdf)
Dutch Reformation
- Canons of Dordt, 18 pp (https://prts.edu/wpcontent/uploads/2016/12/Canons-of-Dort-with-Intro.pdf)
- Belgic Confession, 27 pp (https://prts.edu/wpcontent/uploads/2016/12/Belgic-Confession-of-Faith-with-Intro.pdf)
- Five Articles of the Remonstrants, 2 pp
(http://waukeshabible.org/Gloria/WorldReligions/10-Article-Five-ArminianArticles.pdf)
Council of Trent (Catholic Counter-Reformation).
- Catechism of the Catholic Church on the Sacraments, 119 pp
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/s6yhmw9nae03hrc/catechism%20of%20rcc%
20on%20sacraments.pdf?dl=0)
- Decrees on Justification, 7 pp
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/4sdtu32bdmni36y/council%20of%20trent%2
0decree%20on%20justification.pdf?dl=0)
- Canons on Justification, 3 pp
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/gcqw4sfq472gz9e/council%20of%20trent%2
0canons%20on%20justification.pdf?dl=0)
Immanuel Kant,
- What Is Enlightenment?, 5 pp
(http://www.indiana.edu/~cahist/Readings/2010Fall/Islam_and_Modernity/
Kant_Enlightenment.pdf)
- Religion Withing the Boundaries of Mere Reason, 42 pp
(https://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/kant1793.pdf)
Jonathan Edwards, Heaven: A World of Love, 29 pp
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/orfifwp6zud1nds/edwards%20heaven_%20a%20world%
20of%20love.pdf?dl=0)
Friedrich Schleiermacher, On Religion: Speeches to Its Cultured Despisers, Second Speech,
87 pp (https://spiritual-minds.com/religion/philosophy/Schleiermacher%20%20Speeches%20On%20Religion.pdf)
Charles Hodge, Christianity Without Christ, 7 pp
(https://www.dropbox.com/s/10rmh7519z83mtg/charles%20hodge%20christianity%2
0without%20christ.pdf?dl=0)
J. Gresham Machen, Christianity and Liberalism (any edition), 173 pp
(https://static1.squarespace.com/static/588ada483a0411af1ab3e7ca/t/5c9d7d7f8165f
595ba613b41/1553825158664/Christianity+%26+Liberalism+-+Machen.pdf)

[EXTRA CREDIT: Francis Turretin – Topic One: Theology; see instructor for handout]

Grades
20% Reading Briefs
30% Final Exam
30% Lecture Completion (“Class Attendance”)
20% Course Reading completed

Assignments
Reading Briefs: in lieu of a major research paper and in lieu of a midterm exam,
students are assigned multiple shorter-length papers (12 one-page papers). Students
are expected to prepare a brief on each assigned text they have read. The purpose of
the brief is to summarize the thesis, or outline, or argument of that text, as well as
to state one’s own analysis of it (in the form of questions, confirmations, objections,
etc.). Briefs may include quotations from various points in the text (so long as page
numbers are referenced). Briefs should be no more than 500 words (1 page). They
should be written in complete sentences and edited carefully. Students are to bring a
printed copy of their assigned briefs to class each week.
Papers should be typed, single space, 12-point Times New Roman font, with standard
1-inch margins around the page.
Final Exam: Students will sit for a two-hour exam that covers questions drawn from
lectures and assigned readings. Given the amount of content we need to cover and the
limitations of the semester’s schedule, we need to render the final as a take-home exam.
Participation and Attendance: Each student is required to submit a copy of his or her
lecture notes to the instructor at the end of the semester. These notes will not be graded
for brilliance, length, or erudition, but rather simply noted in order to determine if the
student has satisfactorily listened to the course lectures. The student is welcome to
make use of the lecture outlines supplied by the instructor, but the use of said outlines
is not required.
Reading: Completion of all assigned reading. This portion will be included as part of
the final exam. Course readings include all assigned PDFs. Students are expected to read
the assigned materials. Class lectures will not reteach what is in the course readings.

Miscellaneous
Attendance (irrelevant for online courses)
Class attendance is required for HT 504. If a student anticipates an unavoidable
absence, he should notify the instructor in advance. Each hour of unexcused absence
subjects the student reduction of his final grade by one-half of a letter grade. Students
missing more than two sessions (for any reason) may either submit an additional,
compensatory assignment [determined by the instructor] or choose to receive a full
letter grade reduction in their final grade.
Grading Scale
The grading scale for this course is the Institute’s grading scale. You may find it listed
in the BRITE Academic Catalog (https://www.brite-va.org/brite-catalog/).
Plagiarism
Please review the Institute’s policy on plagiarism in the Academic Catalog. Plagiarized
work will subject the student to failure in the course and possible disciplinary action.1
In-Class Computer Use (irrelevant for online courses)
Computers and tablets are permitted in this course, provided the internet browser is
not being abused for non-class purposes. Cell phones must be set to silent and stowed.
If for some extraordinary reason you need to take a call, you may either wait until the
break or leave the classroom.

As an example (and an easy way to avoid plagiarism), one may note that the wording for this Miscellaneous
section of the syllabus is borrowed from a similar syllabus section by Dr. Guy Waters of Reformed Theological
Seminary in Jackson, MS. This language appears in many of his course syllabi.
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Class Calendar
Approximate Course Schedule
Please note that this schedule is approximate and subject to change at any time.
The instructor’s announced changes in class will be the final word on the nature and
date of assignments. They are the student’s sole responsibility to note and to
implement.
**Be sure to note the short Introduction/Orientation Lecture
recording which is provided for your benefit as you begin your
studies in either Church History 1 or Church History 2

Week 1

Class/Syllabus Introduction
BRIEF RECAP on PRE-REFORMATION CHURCH AND HUMANISM
MARTIN LUTHER AND THE GERMAN REFORMATION

Week 2

THE SWISS REFORMATION; ZWINGLI, CALVIN AND
THE RADICAL REFORMERS
DUE: Brief on Luther Part 1

Week 3

THE THEOLOGY OF LUTHER AND CALVIN
DUE: Brief on Luther Part 2

Week 4

MAJOR THEOLOGICAL LEGACIES OF THE REFORMATION:
SCRIPTURE AND GRACE
DUE: Brief on Calvin

Week 5

THE ENGLISH REFORMATION
THE SCOTTISH REFORMATION
DUE: Brief on Muntzer

Week 6

THE ROMAN CATHOLIC COUNTER REFORMATION
THE DUTCH REFORMATION
DUE: Brief on English and Scottish Confessional Documents

Week 7

THE ANGLICANS, THE PURITANS,
AND THE SCOTTISH PRESBYTERIANS
DUE: Brief on Catholic Counter-Reformation

Week 8

THE WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY; REFORMATION IN THE NEW
WORLD; PROTESTANT ORTHODOXY
DUE: Brief on Dutch Reformation

Week 9

CATHOLIC MYSTICISM, THE ENLIGHTENMENT,
AND ROMANTICISM
DUE: Brief on Kant

Week 10

PIETISM; THE ENGLISH REVIVAL; THE GREAT AWAKENING
DUE: Brief on Schleiermacher

Week 11

JONATHAN EDWARDS; THE SECOND GREAT AWAKENING

Week 12

THE GREAT CENTURY; THE BLACK CHURCH IN AMERICA;
CALVINISM IN NINETEENTH CENTURY AMERICA
DUE: Brief on Edwards

Week 13

NINETEENTH CENTURY: NEO-CALVINISM AND REFORMED
THEOLOGY IN EUROPE
DUE: Brief on Hodge

Week 14

THE TWENTIETH CENTURY: ROMAN CATHOLIC & EASTERN
ORTHODOX DEVELOPMENTS; PROTESTANT LIBERALISM IN
NORTH AMERICA
DUE: Brief on Machen

Week 15

TAKE HOME FINAL EXAM DUE
For students taking the course FOR CREDIT: this is due to the
instructor one week after [theoretically] listening to the final
lecture. Due date will be calculated based on when the
student emails the instructor to notify him that he has begun
taking the course. For example, if the student notifies the
professor that he has begun listening to the lectures on
January 1st, the professor will email the take-home exam to
the student 13 weeks later (April 1 st). Thus, 14 weeks after
January 1st is when the final exam is due (April 8th).

Academic Resources on BRITE Website
On the BRITE website (www.brite-va.org) you will find the Academic Resources
Webpage (https://www.brite-va.org/academic-resources/). There you will find an
ever-expanding treasure trove of resources to aid you in our studies, research, and
writing during your time at BRITE. While not every class may demand the same level
of research and writing rigor, you’re likely to find something on that webpage each
semester that will benefit you. Check back often to that webpage. The items there are
curated by the BRITE faculty in order to be of assistance to you: guidelines as to how
you should format your formal academic papers, examples of well-written course
papers to guide your own work, Open Access (free) journal article databases to aid you
in your academic writing and research, and even a growing catalogue of instructional
YouTube videos which will be of assistance to you. We also have access to a variety
of theological journals online via Galaxie Journals which may be of interest to you
in your writing and research. Please ask the professor for information on how to
log on to this e-journal portal.

Grading Rubric
A (100-94)
Follows assignment rules re. format, length, and sources; engages primary sources;
provides analysis, not simply rehearses information.
B (93-86)
Follows assignment rules re. format, length, and sources; engages minimal primary
sources and is more reliant upon secondary sources; has more repetition of
information than analysis
C (85-78)
Fails to meet assignment rules re. format, length, and sources; does not engage
primary sources; relies upon secondary sources exclusively; has minimal analysis.
D (77-70)
Fails to meet assignment rules re. format, length, and sources; relies upon secondary
sources exclusively, and has no analysis.
F (69–0)
Fails to submit paper or significantly fails to meet assignment rules

Sample Paper
EXAMPLE
Reading Brief of on Irenaeus’ Against Heresies
Sean Morris
The era in which Irenaeus lived was a time of expansion and tension within the church. It
was the spread of Gnosticism in Gaul, and the ravages it was making among the Christians of his
diocese, that inspired Irenaeus to undertake the task of exposing its errors. It is these efforts for
which the bishop is most well-known. Gnosticism was the fashionable intellectual movement of
the age that espoused dualism. His most famous work against the Gnostics consists of five books,
entitled Adversus haereses (Against Heresies).
In Against Heresies, Irenaeus fully sets forth the inner doctrines of the various Gnostic
sects, and afterwards contrasts them with the teaching of the Apostles and the text of the Holy
Scripture. Gnostics were dualists, teaching that there are two great opposing forces: good versus
evil, light versus darkness, knowledge versus ignorance, spirit versus matter. Since the world is
material, and leaves much room for improvement, they denied that God had made it, and thus
denied the Christian doctrine of creation, or that Jesus Christ created all that exists. The Gnostics
were also Docetists, believing that Christ did not really have a material body, but only seemed to
have one. It was merely an appearance, so that he could communicate with men. They went on to
say that Jesus was not really born, and did not really suffer or die, but merely appeared to do so. It
was in opposition to early Gnostic teachers that the Apostle John wrote (1 John 4:1-3) that anyone
who denies that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of antichrist. Gnostics claimed to be Christians,
but Christians with a distinction and an elite status. They said that Jesus had had two doctrines: one
a doctrine fit for the common man, and preached to everyone, and the other an advanced teaching,
kept secret from the multitudes, fit only for the chosen few, the spiritually elite.
Within his treatments against various heresies, Irenaeus also wrote against Marcion, a
schismatic leader in Rome who argued that all of the Old Testament Scriptures and much of the
New Testament Scriptures should be discarded since they were too Jewish! Marcion argued that
the god of the Hebrews Scriptures was vindictive, arbitrary, and wrathful and so, consequently, the
Old Testament did not mesh with the New Testament or Jesus who preached a message of love,
grace, and forgiveness. Irenaeus argued for the validity of the Old Testament, which the
Marcionites and Gnostics denied, claiming that it upheld the laws of the Creator God of wrath. He
asserted the validity of the two Testaments at a time when concern for the unity and the difference
between the two parts of the Bible was developing. Many works claiming scriptural authority,
which included a large number by Gnostic writings, flourished in the second century. By his
attacks on the Gnostics, Irenaeus helped to diminish the importance of such works and to give
further credence to a recognized canon of Scriptures. Additionally, development of the theology of
the Nicene Creed can be traced to Irenaeus’ conflicts with the Gnostics. Because the Gnostics
denied that the God revealed in the New Testament was the Creator, the first article of the creed
was for polemical reasons directly connected with Genesis. Irenaeus refers to the creed as a “Rule
of Truth” used to combat heresy.
The development of the office of bishop also can be traced to Irenaeus’ conflicts with the
Gnostics. The oldest lists of bishops were countermeasures against the Gnostics, who said that they
possessed a secret oral tradition from Jesus himself. Against such statements Irenaeus maintained
that the bishops in different cities are known as far back as the Apostles—and none of them was a
Gnostic—and that the bishops provided the only safe guide to the interpretation of Scripture.

Course Objectives Related to MDiv* Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs)
Course:
Professor:
Campus:
Date:

HT 504 Church History 2
Morris
Online
Anytime

Upon graduation from the BRITE Master of Divinity (MDiv)*2 program, students should be equipped to:
1. Assess the presence of an internal call to ministry as pastors, teachers, evangelists, church
officers, and study leaders.
2. Accept positions of shepherding, authority, and administration in Christ’s Church
3. Attain ordination in several Reformed, Presbyterian, or Evangelical denominations
4. Analyze, Apprehend, and Apply the meaning of Biblical passages from the original languages.
5. Articulate the meaning of Biblical passages to a variety of audiences through expository
preaching, teaching, and Christian education.
6. Assimilate systematic, historical, and Biblical theology into a Reformed theological perspective
of faith, ethics, piety, and church practice.
7. Affirm and winsomely assert the Christian faith and a Reformed perspective
SLO Rationale for this course:
1. Regarding Outcome 1: A study of church history and the historical development of doctrine
will help the student to evaluate his internal sense of call, as a working knowledge of major
events of church history is essential for any major Protestant denomination.
2. Regarding Outcome 2: As noted above, ability to pass an ordination exam will almost
certainly involve successful passage of an exam in church history. Moreover, a working
knowledge of church history will help the student/ordinand to better understand and detect
error (historical as well as modern iterations thereof) and thus to better shepherd the church.
3. Regarding Outcome 3: See answers 1 and 2.
4. Regarding Outcome 4: Non-applicable.
5. Regarding Outcome 5: Understanding the development of doctrine throughout the history of
the church helps the student to better apprehend and articulate it to a contemporary
audience, as well as to help the student and the church to safe-guard against committed old
errors afresh in our day.
6. Regarding Outcome 6: a working knowledge of church history and historical theology will
help the student better ascertain the “faith once for all delivered to the saints” as it has been
embraced and expressed in the church down through the ages and even now comes to a
modern iteration and expression. Church history helps to provide a demonstrative and
traceable unity and catholicity (including systematic, historical, and Biblical theology) to the
Christian faith (lived out in her ethics, piety, and church practice).
7. Regarding Outcome 7: a working knowledge of church history and historical theology will
help the student to commend the “faith once for all delivered to the saints” to a modern
audience with her particular needs and challenges.
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As the MDiv is the core degree at BRITE, the MDiv rubric will be used in this syllabus.

