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Soteriology  (the application of Christ's work of redemption, the ordo salutis, and its benefits
for the redeemed) and eschatology (the doctrine of last things, both general and personal) are
the topics of this course.  Our survey of doctrine will be based on the exegesis of Scripture,
with continual reference to dogmatic and historical theology.  All along we will remember the
crucial nexus between faith and life, doctrine and practice, and thus endeavor to stress the
importance of this doctrine for Christian thought, life, and ministry.

To introduce the student to the main Biblical themes concerning salvation and last things is
the main objective of this course.  We also will endeavor to increase the student's
understanding of these doctrines (and the historical/contemporary debates surrounding
them) and ability to communicate them (in both academic and popular settings).  To
strengthen the student's commitment to historic Christian theology and to assist in
preparing the student to deal with unbiblical systems of theology in their various
contemporary manifestations are also important course goals.  Finally, we will seek to move
the student to obedience and worship of the God who redeemed him.

Core Texts for All Students (Please try to complete these BEFORE class):

John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied [Eerdmans] (79-181) {$15
paperback on Amazon is required–do not get cheaper Kindle}

More Required Texts for Credit Students Only:

Louis Berkhof, Systematic Theology [Eerdmans] (305-549, 661-739)
John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1559 edition, Battles trans.

[Westminster/JKP] (535-850 and 987-1008)
Sinclair Ferguson, The Holy Spirit [IVP] (57-189)
David Höhne, The Last Things [IVP] (1-136)
Cornelius Venema, Christ and the Future [Banner of Truth] (1-224)

Evaluation for Credit Students:

1. Reading (10%) 

The class will divide periodically into small groups for discussion of the core
text by Murray.  All students will interact & discuss how this material relates



to their ministry and life.

For credit students will also submit 1 page single spaced Reading Reports by
May 1, 2020 on each of the following: Calvin, Ferguson, Höhne, and Venema.

2. Berkhof Study Guide Questions  (20%) 

A list of Berkhof Study Guide Questions is given below.  Each student is
expected to submit written answers to these questions.  Answers should draw
upon lecture material, text books, and Berkhof’s Systematic Theology. 
Additional material from other standard systematic theologies (such as R. L.
Dabney’s Systematic Theology) or Protestant confessions (such as the Second
Helvetic Confession and the Belgic Confession) will receive extra
consideration.

3. Term Paper (30%) 

A 10 page theological paper is required for this course.  Students should agree
on a topic in advance with the professor.  Papers should follow Turabian or
MLS and are due May 1, 2020.

4. Final Exam (40%) 

The examination will test the student's mastery of all the material covered in
the course lectures and reading and allow the student to apply principles
learned in the course to a theological test case from campus ministry.  The
final exam will be take home & due before May 15, 2020.

The projected lecture topic schedule is as follows:

Syllabus 

Introduction

Salvation: Union with Christ, Foreordination, Predestination, Effectual Calling,
Regeneration, Saving Faith, Evangelical Repentance, Justification, Adoption,
Sanctification, Perseverance, Glorification

Last Things: General Eschatology, Personal Eschatology

The professor will be available to meet with students after each class.  In addition, telephone
or Zoom conferences can be scheduled as needed.  Students may contact the professor by phone (706-
691-3702) or email (wduncanrankin@gmail.com).
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CALLING AND REGENERATION

1. How does the Reformed order of salvation differ from the Arminian and Lutheran?
2. What do we mean by calling?

3. How do external and internal calling differ?
4. What is external calling?  What elements does it include?
5. What are the two characteristics of the external call?  What purpose does it serve?
6. How is the internal calling related to the external?  What are its distinctive marks? 

How does it operate?  In what sphere does it operate?  To what end is it
directed?

7. What different meanings has the word "regeneration"?
8. What is regeneration in the restricted sense?
9. What is the nature of the change wrought in regeneration?
10. What is the relative order of calling and regeneration?
11. How can we prove the absolute necessity of regeneration? 
12. Why is it unlikely that the Word is used as an instrument in regeneration?  Do

Jas. 1:18 and I Pet. 1:23 teach the contrary?  
13. Is regeneration a work of God only or of God and man together?

CONVERSION

1. What do the Old Testament words for conversion mean?  
2. What is the meaning of the New Testament words?  
3. In how many different senses does the Bible speak of conversion?  
4. What is temporary conversion?  What is true conversion?  
5. What is repeated conversion, and where does Scripture speak of it?  What elements

are included in conversion?  How do they differ?  
6. What elements are included in repentance?  
7. What elements are included in the Roman Catholic sacrament of penance?  
8. What is the Scriptural view of repentance?  
9. What are the characteristics of conversion?  Who is the author of conversion?  
10. How can it be proven from Scripture that man is also active in conversion?  Is

conversion necessary in all cases?  In what sense is it necessary?

FAITH

1. What is the meaning of the Old Testament words for faith?  
2. What is the meaning of the New Testament word?  
3. Of how many different kinds of faith does the Bible speak?  
4. How does temporal faith differ from true saving faith?  
5. What is the characteristic of true saving faith?  
6. What elements are included in faith?  
7. How much knowledge is needed in faith?  
8. How is the assent of faith related to its knowledge?  
9. What is the nature of the trust included in faith?  
10. What is the object of saving faith?  
11. What conception does the Roman Catholic Church have of faith? 
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12. What different views are there respecting the assurance of faith?  What is the
true view?  

13. How can assurance be cultivated?

JUSTIFICATION

1. What is the meaning of the Scriptural terms for "to justify"? 
2. What is justification?  How does it differ from sanctification?  
3. What elements are included in justification?  
4. To what extent are sins forgiven in justification?  
5. Why is it necessary to pray for the forgiveness of sins?  
6. What is included in the adoption of children?  
7. In what sphere does justification take place?  
8. How do active and passive justification differ?  
9. What is the Antinomian position respecting the time of justification?  
10. Does Scripture teach justification from eternity?  
11. In what sense can we speak of a justification in the resurrection of Christ?  
12. How is faith related to justification?  
13. What is the ground of justification?  
14. What objections are raised to the doctrine of justification, and how can they be

answered?

PERSEVERANCE OF THE SAINTS

1. What is the primary meaning of the Scriptural words for "to sanctify"?  
2. What is the original idea of sanctification?  
3. What are the different meanings of holiness as applied to God?  What does it mean,

when it is applied to persons and things?
4. What is the difference between sanctification and moral improvement?  
5. What are the characteristics of sanctification?  
6. Is sanctification a work of God or of man?  
7. What is the negative and the positive side of sanctification? 
8. How far does sanctification extend?  
9. What proof is there that it is incomplete in this life?  Who deny this and on what

grounds?   How can their arguments be met?  
10. What are good works in the strict sense of the word?  In how far can the

unregenerate perform good works?  
11. What is meant when it is said that good works are not meritorious?  How can we

prove that they are not?   Why is it impossible that they should be
meritorious?  Are they not represented as meritorious when we are taught
that they are rewarded?  

12. In what sense are good works not necessary, and in what sense are they
necessary?  

13. What is meant by the perseverance of the saints?  Who deny this doctrine?  How
can this doctrine be proved?  What objects are there to it, and how can these
be met?

PHYSICAL DEATH
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1. How is physical death represented in Scripture?  How may it be described?  
2. Who teach that man was created mortal, that is, subject to the law of death?  
3. How can it be proved that death is not something natural in the life of man?  
4. What is the connection between sin and death?  
5. Is physical death as punishment for believers?  
6. What purpose does it serve in their case?

THE INTERMEDIATE STATE

1. What is the modern idea of sheol and hades?  What objections are there to this
theory?  What is the Scriptural meaning of these terms?  

2. What is the difference between the doctrine of annihilationism and the doctrine of
conditional immortality?  What is the supposed Scripture basis for these
doctrines?  What objections are there to them?  

3. What is the Roman Catholic doctrine of purgatory?  Is there any Scriptural basis
for it?
4. What is meant by the Limbus Patrum and the Limbus Infantum?  
5. What is the doctrine of the sleep of the soul?  On what Scriptural data does it rest? 

What objections are there to it?  
6. What is the doctrine of a second probation?  Is there any Scripture ground for it? 

What objections are there to this view?

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

1. What great event will precede the second coming of Christ?  
2. What does it mean that the gospel must be preached to all nations first?  
3. How should we understand the predicted conversion of Israel? 
4. What can be said against the idea that Israel as a nation will be converted?  
5. What does the Bible mean when it speaks of Antichrist?  
6. In how far is it possible to speak of Antichrist as present? In what sense is he still

future?  
7. What signs will precede the second coming of Christ?  
8. Is the Lord's return imminent?  In how far can it be regarded as near?  
9. Who deny the personally coming of Christ and what can be said in favor of it?  
10. How do they conceive of the second coming who regard it as a past event?  
11. How can it be proved that the second coming will be physical and visible?  
12. How can it be sudden when it will be preceded by several signs?  
13. What will constitute the glory of the second coming?  
14. What is the purpose of the Lord's return?

THE MILLENNIUM AND THE RESURRECTION

1. What is the difference between a-millennialism, post-millennialism, and pre-
millennialism?  

2. What is the view of post-millennialism?  
3. What two kinds of post-millennialism should we distinguish?  What objections are

there to this theory?  
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4. What is in general the pre-millenarian view?  
5. How do Pre-millenarians conceive of the course of events?  
6. What are the objections to pre-millennialism?  
7. How can the resurrection be proved from the Old Testament?  
8. What proof does the New Testament contain?  
9. How can the resurrection of the body be proved from the New Testament?  
10. Who deny the resurrection of the wicked?  
11. What Bible proof is there for their resurrection?  
12. How does the resurrection of the just differ from that of the unjust?  
13. What does Scripture tell us respecting the time of the resurrection?  
14. On what passages do pre-millenarians base their doctrine of a double

resurrection?  
15. What can be said against this theory?

THE LAST JUDGMENT AND THE FINAL STATE

1. What Scripture proof is there for the last judgment?  Who will be the Judge?  Who
will assist Him in the work?  What parties will be judged?  

2. When will the last judgment be?  How long will it last?  
3. By what standard will men be judged?  
4. How can we prove that hell is a place?  
5. In what will the punishment of the wicked consist?  How can we prove that their

punishment will be unending?  
6. Will the new creation be an entirely new creation?  
7. What proof is there that heaven is a place?  
8. What is the reward of the righteous?

The following works are recommended as fine sources on orthodox soteriology & eschatology
in the main:

John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Religion (WJK)
Francis Turretin, Institutes of Elentic Theology (P&R)
Wihelmius a Brakel, The Christian’s Reasonable Service (Sopli Deo Gloria)
Heinrich Heppe, Reformed Dogmatics (Baker)
William Cunningham, Historical Theology (Banner)
James Henley Thornwell, Collected Writings, vol. 2 (Banner)
Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology (Eerdmans)
Robert Lewis Dabney, Systematic Theology (Banner)
W.G.T. Shedd, Dogmatic Theology (Klock & Klock)
John Murray, Collected Writings, vol. 2 (Banner)
John Murray, Redemption Accomplished and Applied (Eerdmans)
A.A. Hoekema, Saved by Grace (Eerdmans)
R.L. Reymond, A New Systematic Theology of the Christian Faith (Nelson)
W. Grudem, Systematic Theology (Zondervan)

The following works are recommended as sources in Soteriology:
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L. Boettner, The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination (P&R)
J. Owen, The Death of Death in the Death of Christ (Banner of Truth)
A.A. Hoekema, Saved by Grace (Eerdmans)
R.L. Dabney, Systematic Theology (Banner of Truth)

The following works are recommended as sources in Eschatology:

W.J. Grier, The Momentous Event (Banner of Truth)
William Hendriksen, The Bible on the Life Hereafter (Baker)
Anthony Hoekema, The Bible and the Future (Eerdmans)
Loraine Boettner, The Millennium (P&R)
William Hendriksen, More than Conquerors (Baker)
Iain H. Murray, The Puritan Hope (Banner of Truth)
Cornelius Venema, The Promise of the Future (Banner of Truth)

“Time not spent reading is time wasted!”
—Dr. David F. Wright, New College, Edinburgh

The following criteria will be used in grading all written work for this course.

GENERAL
 Interesting.   Substantial.   Well-written.  
 Sufficiently [  Not sufficiently] focused or developed.  
 Not organized clearly.   Read instructions again.

DEVELOPMENT
 Shows  Does not show clear plan and purpose.

TREATMENT
 The thesis statement should be stated more clearly.  
 Raises more issues than can be adequately treated in a piece of this length.
 Contains [  does not] contain enough data to enable the reader to understand the problems/issues.
 Gives attention to Biblical principles    Paper contains good exegetical work.
 Interacts well with Confessional documents (esp. WCF and Catechisms).
 Displays knowledge of and interacts with  views within the broader Reformed tradition 

 views within modern evangelicalism   contrasting secular views.
 Paper contains good pastoral advice to Christian seeking to obey the Word of the Lord.
 The treatment [  is  is not] objective enough.
 You have too much material not germane to the subject.
 Too short to adequately develop your subject.

DOCUMENTATION
 Good.   Adequate.   Lacking adequate documentation.  
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APPENDICESƒEXHIBITS
 Appropriate to the case.
 There are good, available documents you could have used.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
 No bibliography!
 The bibliography is adequate.
 The bibliography is excellent.
 The bibliography leaves out some important sources on your topic. 

APPEARANCE
 Neat
 Sloppy

ERRORS
 Grammatical.   Spelling errors.   Some typographical errors.
 Because the paper was late, I have unfortunately had to reduce your grade by five points per day

from the due date, in fairness to your peers.

The grade I have assigned you is based upon your fulfillment of the instructions for the assignment, the
overall quality of your presentation, my assessment of your grasp of the subject matter, your skill in
communication of the material, and how well you did your work in comparison with your peers in the
course. 
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