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Invitation to Biblical Interpretation: Syllabus 

11:30 – 2:20 / Wednesdays 

3 credit hours 

 

I. Professor and Class Information 

 

Professor:     Dr. Andreas J. Köstenberger 

MBTS Email:   akostenberger@mbts.edu 

Twitter:  @akostenberger 

Web:    www.biblicalfoundations.org  

 

II. Course Description 

 

A thorough study of the principles and methods of biblical interpretation. 

 

III. Course Objectives 

  

Students who complete this course should be able to:   

 

1. Explain the constituent parts of the hermeneutical triad. 

2. Identify the essential elements in the historical study of Scripture: chronology, historical-

cultural background, and archeology. 

3. Be competent to interpret biblical passages in the various genres of Scripture: Old and 

New Testament (historical) narrative, wisdom, prophecy, parable, epistle, and 

apocalyptic. 

4. Be able to define Biblical Theology and identify the difference in approach between 

Biblical and Systematic Theology. 

5. Be competent to apply as well as teach or preach the various genres of Scriipture. 

 

IV. Course Texts 

 

Required:   

 

Köstenberger, Andreas J. with Richard D. Patterson. Invitation to Biblical Interpretation: 

Exploring the Hermeneutical Triad of History, Literature, and Theology. 2d ed. Grand 

Rapids: Kregel, 2020. 
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Recommended: 

 

Köstenberger, Andreas J., L. Scott Kellum, and Charles L. Quarles. The Cradle, the Cross, and 

the Crown: An Introduction to the New Testament. 2d ed. Nashville: B&H Academic, 2016. 

ISBN: 978-1433684005. $59.99. 

 

V. Course Requirements 

 

1. Attendance and Participation: Students are to attend class faithfully unless providentially 

hindered and to participate actively in class discussion (10% of grade). 

 

2. Reading: Students are to read the required course text. Each chapter is to be read prior to 

the day on which a given chapter is discussed in class (see Course Schedule below; 20% 

of grade). 

 

3. Mid-term and Final exam: Students are to take a mid-term (20% of grade) and a final 

exam (30% of grade) covering class lectures and all readings in the course texts. The final 

will be cumulative. 

 

4. Research Paper: Students are to write a research paper on a hermeneutical topic approved 

by the instructor. Papers are to be double-spaced, with footnotes and a bibliography, and 

conform to the MBTS Style Manual (20% of grade). 

 

VI. Grading 

 

Attendance and Participation   10% 

Reading    20% 

Mid-term Exam    20% 

Final Exam    30% 

Research Paper    20% 

 

VI. Grading Scale 

 

  A 96+ points A- 93-95 points 

B+ 90-92 points B 87-89 points B- 84-86 points 

C+ 80-83 points C 77-79 points C- 73-76 points 

D+ 70-72 points D 67-69 points D- 64-66 points 

F 63 or less points     

VII. Course Schedule 

  

Week Topics & Readings Due 

   

1 Welcome to Hermeneutical Triad (Ch. 1); Historical-Cultural Background (Ch. 2) 
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2 Old Testament Canon (Ch. 3) 

 

3 New Testament Canon (Ch. 4) 

   

4 Old Testament Historical Narrative (Ch. 5) 

   

5 Poetry and Wisdom (Ch. 6) 

  

6 Prophecy (Ch. 7) 

 

7 Mid-term Exam; New Testament Historical Narrative (Gospels & Acts; Ch. 8) 

 

8 Parables (Ch. 9) 

 

9 Epistles (Ch. 10) 

  

10 Apocalyptic (Revelation; Ch. 11) 

 

11 Context and Discourse (Ch. 12) 

 

12 Meaning of Words (Ch. 13) 

 

13 Theology (Ch. 14) 

 

14 Application and Proclamation (Ch. 15); Final Exam  

 

 

VIII. General Information 

 

1. Plagiarism is a serious ethical and legal matter and instances of plagiarism will result in 

an “F” for an assignment and possibly an “F” for the course. Students are to read and 

abide by the section entitled “Integrity in Seminary Studies” in the MBTS Academic 

Catalog. 

 

2. Midwestern is committed to facilitating students with disabilities. Students seeking 

effective auxiliary aids for a current documented disability need to conform with 

institutional policies and procedures as listed in the Midwestern Students with 

Disabilities Information Brochure available at http://www.mbts.edu/consumer-

information. Students are responsible for contacting the Dean of Students Office for 

verification and recommendations for any disability case. The Student Development 

Committee will then recommend to the professor any necessary effective auxiliary aids. 

 

3. Class Attendance: Attendance is considered a necessary factor in the learning 

process. Absences, for any reason, should not exceed 25% of the total class time. 

http://www.mbts.edu/consumer-information
http://www.mbts.edu/consumer-information
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Withdrawal from the course is required after a student is absent from more than 25% of 

the class sessions, except in cases of confining illness or serious circumstance. 

 

4. To assist Midwestern in the ongoing assessment of student learning and achievement, 

students are asked to complete the confidential, internet-based assessment of learning for 

each classroom experience. Course assessment(s) are available at the end of each 

semester or term and may be accessed at https://portal.mbts.edu/student_portal/login.asp. 

Students have the option of completing the online course assessment after the end of the 

semester or term and then being able to retrieve the grade(s) for their course(s). Students 

who do not have internet access may obtain access and/or assistance in Midwestern’s 

Library. Students having difficulty accessing their online course information should 

contact the Information Technology department or helpdesk@mbts.edu. 

 

5. Questions regarding course content, a correct understanding of the course syllabus, or 

assignments should be addressed to the instructor. 

 

6. In Christian higher education institutions, it can be assumed that each believer-learner is 

at a different place of personal maturity and educational preparedness. For these reasons, 

it is requested and expected that each student exhibit mutual respect, even when divergent 

viewpoints are expressed in the classroom. Students should refrain from behaviors that 

negatively affect the teaching environment. Students should conduct themselves as 

ministerial professionals who give, and are worthy of, a high level of respect.  

 

IX. Bibliography 

 

See resources listed in the updated bibliography posted at www.biblicalfoundations.org. 

https://portal.mbts.edu/student_portal/login.asp
mailto:helpdesk@mbts.edu

