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The Gospel of Luke: 
Beginnings

GENRE LUKE AMONG 
THE EVANGELISTS

GOSPEL 
OVERVIEW

LUKE 1:1-38 CONCLUSION

Gospel as 
“Good News”

euangellion and Hebrew word basar

The positive report or news of victory.

Isa 40:9; 41:27; 52:7; 60:6; 61:1; Nah 
2:1

Genre:
Restoration 

Expansion

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings 

good news, 
who publishes peace, 
who brings good news of 

happiness, 
who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God 

reigns.” 

Isa 52:7

Restoration 
Expansion

In Isa 52:7, context is the redemption 
of the people from the rulers of the 
earth. 

The “good news” is the dawning of 
the restoration period. Redemption 
for God’s people. 

Restoration Expansion

For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and 
tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will set a sign among them. And 
from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, 
to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen my 
glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 

And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on 
horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a 
clean vessel to the house of the LORD. And some of them also I will take for priests and for 
Levites, says the LORD. 

Isa 66:18–21

1 2

3 4

5 6



9/10/2023

2

Gospel and 
Other Genre

Sometimes subversive use of genre

Aretalogy or “Account of Mighty 
Deeds” (aretai)

vitae “life of…”

enconium “laudatory biographis”

The focus is not on dispassionate 
account of “life and times” but on  the 
victories and legacy of a great figure.

Luke Among the 
Evangelists
Synoptic (“seeing together”) along with Mark and 
Matthew; John is always another story.

Clear about his reliance on sources

Includes material found in Mark and Matthew

Other sources are included including those he 
seems to share with Matthew but not Mark (Matt 
6:25-33//Luke 12:22-31). It follows that there 
were shared sources but we must be cautious 
beyond that.

Luke’s Overview
Luke focuses on Jesus as King, the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament (Law, 
Prophets, Writings), and that the salvation 
that Jesus offers is the salvation of the 
descendants of Abraham as well as for the 
whole world (See Luke’s sequel, Acts of 
the Apostles).

Jesus Story is the Story of the Church and 
the Story of Every Believer.

His story. Our story. My Story.

Luke’s Overview

Luke’s Overview Luke’s Introduction 
Luke 1:1-4

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to 
compile a narrative of the things that have 
been accomplished among us, just as those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and ministers of the word have delivered 
them to us, it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, that you 
may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught. 

Luke 1:1–4
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Luke 1:1-4
Luke’s Introduction

1. As part of a broader endeavor "many have 
understaken"

2. These accounts are based on eyewitnesses 
and apostles

3. Orderly account to cultivate "certainty"

4. Theophilus, pseudonym?

Zechariah’s Story
Luke 1:5-25
“In the days of Herod…” Luke’s concern with 
history continues throughout the account (cf. 2:1-
2; 3:1-2)

Herod (37 B.C. – 4 A.D.)

Priestly division of Abijah (24 divisions which 
operated in the Temple for a week-long period 
twice a year. During major festivals, Passover, 
Pentecost, Tabernacles, all divisions served.)

“walking blamelessly in all commandments and 
statutes…” (see Gen 17:1; 26:5; Exod 15:26; Deut 
4:40; 6:1–2; 1 Kgs 8:61.)

Zechariah’s Story
Luke 1:5-25
“…because Elizabeth was barren” God unfolds 
his plan for redemption in turning barrenness 
to fertility. Sarah (Isaac), Manoah’s wife 
(Samson), Hannah (Samuel), Psalm 113.

Elizabeth’s miraculous conception anticipates 
Mary’s.

The child should be set aside, perhaps as a 
Nazirite (v. 15; cf. Samson/Samuel). A type of 
Elijah, “eschatological forerunner” (Mal 4:5-6)

“John” yo-chan “The Lord is Gracious”

Zechariah’s Story
Luke 1:5-25

The angel acts as a messenger (mal’ak) as in OT. 
The miracle is accompanied by a sign 
(muteness) that is illustrative of the timing of 
prophecy. (cf. sign child in Isaiah 7)

Mary’s Story, Luke 1:26-38

In the first account, the father (Zechariah) is 
foregrounded, but in the second, the mother (Mary) 
is.

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.     Luke 1:28–33

Mary’s Story, Luke 1:26-38

Mary finds favor like the other characters of 
redemption history (See Abel, Enoch, Noah…)

“throne of David”  a Messianic figure.

“house of Jacob” reference to Israel and the 
everlasting kingdom promised to David in 2 Samuel 7

The account ends with the two women, Elizabeth 
and Mary, being connected to each other by the 
angel.
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Conclusion

God’s Plan for redemption has been revived. He has 
initiated the restoration project to restore the 
kingdom of Israel for the benefit of the whole world.
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Gospel of Luke: Beginnings
Scott Redd, sredd@rts.edu

The Gospel of Luke: 
Beginnings

GENRE LUKE AMONG 
THE EVANGELISTS

GOSPEL 
OVERVIEW

LUKE 1:1-38 CONCLUSION

Gospel as 
“Good News”

euangellion and Hebrew word basar

The positive report or news of victory.

Isa 40:9; 41:27; 52:7; 60:6; 61:1; Nah 
2:1

Genre:
Restoration 

Expansion

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of him who brings 

good news, 
who publishes peace, 
who brings good news of 

happiness, 
who publishes salvation, 
who says to Zion, “Your God 

reigns.” 

Isa 52:7

Restoration 
Expansion

In Isa 52:7, context is the redemption 
of the people from the rulers of the 
earth. 

The “good news” is the dawning of 
the restoration period. Redemption 
for God’s people. 

Restoration Expansion

For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and 
tongues. And they shall come and shall see my glory, and I will set a sign among them. And 
from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who draw the bow, 
to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen my 
glory. And they shall declare my glory among the nations. 

And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on 
horses and in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy 
mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites bring their grain offering in a 
clean vessel to the house of the LORD. And some of them also I will take for priests and for 
Levites, says the LORD. 

Isa 66:18–21
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Gospel and 
Other Genre

Sometimes subversive use of genre

Aretalogy or “Account of Mighty 
Deeds” (aretai)

vitae “life of…”

enconium “laudatory biographis”

The focus is not on dispassionate 
account of “life and times” but on  the 
victories and legacy of a great figure.

Luke Among the 
Evangelists
Synoptic (“seeing together”) along with Mark and 
Matthew; John is always another story.

Clear about his reliance on sources

Includes material found in Mark and Matthew

Other sources are included including those he 
seems to share with Matthew but not Mark (Matt 
6:25-33//Luke 12:22-31). It follows that there 
were shared sources but we must be cautious 
beyond that.

Luke’s Overview
Luke focuses on Jesus as King, the 
fulfillment of the Old Testament (Law, 
Prophets, Writings), and that the salvation 
that Jesus offers is the salvation of the 
descendants of Abraham as well as for the 
whole world (See Luke’s sequel, Acts of 
the Apostles).

Jesus Story is the Story of the Church and 
the Story of Every Believer.

His story. Our story. My Story.

Luke’s Overview

Luke’s Overview Luke’s Introduction 
Luke 1:1-4

Inasmuch as many have undertaken to 
compile a narrative of the things that have 
been accomplished among us, just as those 
who from the beginning were eyewitnesses 
and ministers of the word have delivered 
them to us, it seemed good to me also, 
having followed all things closely for some 
time past, to write an orderly account for 
you, most excellent Theophilus, that you 
may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught. 

Luke 1:1–4
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Luke 1:1-4
Luke’s Introduction

1. As part of a broader endeavor "many have 
understaken"

2. These accounts are based on eyewitnesses 
and apostles

3. Orderly account to cultivate "certainty"

4. Theophilus, pseudonym?

Zechariah’s Story
Luke 1:5-25
“In the days of Herod…” Luke’s concern with 
history continues throughout the account (cf. 2:1-
2; 3:1-2)

Herod (37 B.C. – 4 A.D.)

Priestly division of Abijah (24 divisions which 
operated in the Temple for a week-long period 
twice a year. During major festivals, Passover, 
Pentecost, Tabernacles, all divisions served.)

“walking blamelessly in all commandments and 
statutes…” (see Gen 17:1; 26:5; Exod 15:26; Deut 
4:40; 6:1–2; 1 Kgs 8:61.)

Zechariah’s Story
Luke 1:5-25
“…because Elizabeth was barren” God unfolds 
his plan for redemption in turning barrenness 
to fertility. Sarah (Isaac), Manoah’s wife 
(Samson), Hannah (Samuel), Psalm 113.

Elizabeth’s miraculous conception anticipates 
Mary’s.

The child should be set aside, perhaps as a 
Nazirite (v. 15; cf. Samson/Samuel). A type of 
Elijah, “eschatological forerunner” (Mal 4:5-6)

“John” yo-chan “The Lord is Gracious”

Zechariah’s Story
Luke 1:5-25

The angel acts as a messenger (mal’ak) as in OT. 
The miracle is accompanied by a sign 
(muteness) that is illustrative of the timing of 
prophecy. (cf. sign child in Isaiah 7)

Mary’s Story, Luke 1:26-38

In the first account, the father (Zechariah) is 
foregrounded, but in the second, the mother (Mary) 
is.

And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort 
of greeting this might be. And the angel said to her, 
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God. And behold, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will 
be no end.     Luke 1:28–33

Mary’s Story, Luke 1:26-38

Mary finds favor like the other characters of 
redemption history (See Abel, Enoch, Noah…)

“throne of David”  a Messianic figure.

“house of Jacob” reference to Israel and the 
everlasting kingdom promised to David in 2 Samuel 7

The account ends with the two women, Elizabeth 
and Mary, being connected to each other by the 
angel.
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Conclusion

God’s Plan for redemption has been revived. He has 
initiated the restoration project to restore the 
kingdom of Israel for the benefit of the whole world.
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Gospel of Luke: 
Songs for Messiah Part 2

Scott Redd, sredd@4thpres.org

Songs of Public 
Annunciation

The first two songs (Mary and 
Zecharia) were focused on private 
family settings.

The second two songs (angels and 
Simeon) are focused on public 
proclamation.

Taddeo Gaddi, Basilica of St. Croce 
1332-1338.

The Heavens Open Up

Significant of Shepherds in Biblical 
Memory

The vocation of the forefathers, and the 
symbol of kingship (Saul, David, Ezek 34:1-
25; John 10:11)

The shepherds become the first outside of 
Messiah’s family to hear the proclamation 
of his arrival.

The Heavens Open Up

The angelic song occurs out of a vision (cf. 
prophetic visions, Isaiah 6; Ezekiel 1,8).

The angels appear enshrouded in divine 
glory/radiance, which naturally results in 
fear of the observers (similar to Mary, Luke 
1:30; cf. Gen 46:3; Johs 11:6 with Jesus, 
Mark 4:41; Matt 14:27)

Declaration that in the city of David 
(Bethlehem), Savior, Christ/Messiah, Lord.

The Heavens Open Up:
Coronation Names

The city of David (Bethlehem)

Savior: one who will bring deliverance 
from enemies

Christ/Messiah: figure in the line of David 
will usher in God’s just and merciful 
kingdom

Lord: identified with the God who has 
send him.

The Angelic Song

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those        
with whom he is pleased!

Luke 2:14

This is a global declaration for those who receive 
his favor.

Key ascriptions are utmost glory to God in 
worship, and the blessing of peace/welfare for 
humanity (some mss “toward men”).
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The Angelic Song

The angelic description of redemptive historical 
glory is juxtaposed with the manner in which the 
young Messiah is discovered.

They take their role to be to convey to the mother 
the nature of this child who has been born, and 
which Mary “treasures in her heart” (2:19)

The section ends with the shepherds returning to 
their livelihoods worshiping the Lord. 

Simeon’s Song: Context

Cleansing of mother and child

Mary and Joseph do everything the right way (Cleansing of 
the mother, 40 days, Lev 12; Consecration of the child, Exod
13:2; 12).

Temple centeredness of the Judeans in this period 
(Nazareth a simple village so Galilee is mentioned). The 
Temple is the place where God's name and presence are 
placed. It is hard to overstate the importance of the 
Temple. 

Rembrandt, Simeon in the Temple, c. 1669

Simeon’s Song
“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation 

that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

Luke 2:29–32

Simeon’s Song
1. The "Consolation of Israel" Isa 40:1 
"Comfort, Comfort, my people"

The eschatological spirit of the day. Daniel 
9. 70 7s 490 years. 

2. v29: His song (a pastiche of prophecies 
from Isaiah and the Psalmists):

“depart in peace” Rest is appropriate now 
that he has seen the salvation of the 
Lord. There is no anxiety left. Prepared in 
the "presence of the nations" (shepherds, 
Pilate, Gentiles throughout gospels and 
Acts). The gospel is not secret 
knowledge. It is not exclusive, only for 
the select few, the 1%. It is for the world 
and has always been public.

Simeon’s Song

3. Light of revelation to the Gentiles (a change 
that happens between the Old and the New 
Testaments). Gentiles were accepted as 
sojourners, but the floodgates open in Christ.

Glory: radiance of Israel, brilliance, beauty, of 
God seen in his people. Jesus is the 
culmination. He is true Israel (the True Vine, 
John 15)

Jesus is both the revelation of God that the 
world might now him and the glory of 
God, initially given to Israel, that the world 
might worship him.

Simeon’s Song

4. Jesus as a sign child

Joseph and Mary are clearly taken aback. 
So Simeon explains. "Behold, this child 
is appointed for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
opposed (and a sword will pierce 
through your own soul also), so that 
thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.” Luke 2:34–35.

This touching word speaks to the grief of 
the mother, but also to those who would 
follow Christ. "I was persecuted first“ 
(John 15:18,20)

The truth about Jesus introduces an 
element of grief to the story.

Rembrandt, 1627
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Luke 3: John the Baptist, Genealogy, New Creation 
October 1, 2023 
Todd Smedley 

 
Purpose 

1. To place John’s and Jesus’ ministry in context of history 
2. To set John’s ministry in the context of the Old Testament’s hope (Is. 40:3-5) 
3. To prove that Jesus is the fulfillment of that hope for “all flesh” as the Son of 

God and Son of Man 
4. To show how this Christ ushers in the New Creation 

 
1. Luke’s account is historically grounded and verifiable 

a. Seven specific and accurate names and five Roman offices  
b. Names two High Priests 

i. Annas (A.D. 6-15) 
ii. Caiaphas (A.D. 18-36) 

c. Dates this around A.D. 29 
d. The importance of the historicity of the Christian faith 

 
2. John’s ministry in the context of the OT’s hope 

a. John is the last and perhaps greatest Old Testament (Old Covenant) prophet 
i. Matt. 11:11 “Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has 

arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in 
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 

b. 3:2 “the word of the God came to John” 
c. It has been 460 years since the “word of the Lord” had come 
d. Fulfillment of all OT hopes are at hand 
e. Isaiah 40:3-5 

i. All obstacles removed  
ii. John’s message and baptism prepares the way  

iii. “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” 
1. Matthew 3:3 omits this verse from Isaiah 40 

f. John’s message (3:3-14) 
i. “A baptism of repentance” 

ii. Similar to OT prophets calling Israel out of sin, exile, back to the Lord 
iii. Jesus identifies with sinful humanity and yet remains sinless 

1. His pattern like Moses and Israel is through water into 
wilderness 
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g. John’s status (3:15-20) 
i. Jesus is “mightier than I” 

ii. “the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 
1. In Judaism, this task was so demeaning that not even a Hebrew 

slave was to perform it 
2. John is so inferior to Christ that he is not even worthy to perform 

the most degrading task for his master 
 

3. Son of God and Son of Man (Comparison of Matthew’s and Luke’s Genealogy) 
a. Matt. moves from ancient to present - Luke moves from present to ancient 
b. Matt. begins with Abraham and ends with Jesus - Luke begins with Jesus and 

ends with Adam – turned it on its head…he goes backwards… 
c. Matt. therefore says, “the father of” - Luke therefore says, “the son of” 

i. The effect of all of this for Luke’s purpose is… 
1. Tracing all the way back to Adam emphasizes he is hope of “all 

flesh” 
2. Ending with “Adam” who is the “son of God” is a pointer to Jesus 

as “Son of God.” 
3. Adam’s name falls closest to the temptation narrative – 4 
4. At the end of his baptism, we hear “This is my Son with whom I 

am well pleased.” 
5. Twice in the temptation Satan asks “if you are the Son of God” 
6. “Son” is used 77 times in the Genealogy and Temptation 

 
Heidelberg Catechism No. 13-17 

13. Q. Can we ourselves make this payment? A. Certainly not. On the contrary, 
we daily increase our debt. 

 
14. Q. Can any mere creature pay for us? A. No. In the first place, God will not 
punish another creature for the sin which man has committed. Furthermore, no 
mere creature can sustain the burden of God's eternal wrath against sin and 
deliver others from it. 

 
15. Q. What kind of mediator and deliverer must we seek? A. One who is a true 
and righteous man, and yet more powerful than all creatures; that is, one who is 
at the same time true God. 
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16. Q. Why must He be a true and righteous man? A. He must be a true man 
because the justice of God requires that the same human nature which has 
sinned should pay for sin. He must be a righteous man because one who himself 
is a sinner cannot pay for others. 

 
17. Q. Why must He at the same time be true God? A. He must be true God so 
that by the power of His divine nature He might bear in His human nature the 
burden of God's wrath, and might obtain for us and restore to us righteousness 
and life. 

 
 
4. Christ Ushers in the New Creation – John’s and Jesus’ Baptism 

a. Consider Jesus’ Baptism in the context of Jesus as the New Adam – Son of 
God 

b. What are the antecedents of baptism? 
i. Jewish Proselyte Baptisms? 

1. Gentile converts 
2. Mishnah – probably dated 2nd century 
3. No connections in the OT, Apocrypha, Josephus, or Philo 

ii. Qumran cleansing rituals 
1. Similar to John’s baptism (water, repentance, etc.) 
2. Recent research suggests that Qumran found the origins of this 

practice in the OT  
3. Water baptism did not emerge ex nihilo 
4. Furthermore, the Jordon would be too dirty and shallow for 

Qumran 
iii. Levitical cleansing practices? 

1. For lepers, priests, etc. 
2. Problem: Needed to be repeated 

 
c. New Creation! – Water and Spirit 

i. Creation 
1. Genesis 1:2 “The earth was without form and void, and darkness 

was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the face of the waters.” 

2. Creation emerges out of the waters under the superintendence 
of the Holy Spirit 

ii. The Flood – a “re-creation” story 
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1. God returned the earth to its former chaotic (watery) state 
2. Gen. 8:1 “And God made a wind (Spirit, ruah) blow over the 

earth, and the waters subsided.” 
3. Noah given same command as Adam “be fruitful and multiply” 

(Gen. 9:1,7) 
4. A dove is sent from the ark and “hovers” over the waters Gen. 

8:8-12 
5. I Peter 3:18-21 ““For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 

righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, 
being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in 
which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because 
they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the 
days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, 
that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 
Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a 
removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ…” 

iii. Exodus – Red Sea Crossing 
1. A “re-creation” story  

a. Calendar is reset after the Exodus (Ex. 12:2) 
2. I Cor. 10:1-2 “For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, 

that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through 
the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea…” 

a. Israel was “baptized into Moses and the cloud”  
b. Christians are “baptized in Christ with the Holy Spirit” 

3. The Spirit was present in the Exodus (so was Jesus, Jude 5) 
a. Hag. 2:4-5 “…take courage,’ declares the Lord, ‘and work; 

for I am with you,’ declares the Lord of armies. ‘As for the 
promise which I made you when you came out of Egypt, 
My Spirit remains in your midst; do not fear!’” (NASB) 

b. Isaiah 63:11-12 “Then he remembered the days of old, of 
Moses and his people. Where is he who brought them up 
out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he 
who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit, who caused 
his glorious arm to go at the right hand of Moses, who 
divided the waters before them to make for himself an 
everlasting name, who led them through the depths? 
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c. Neh. 9:19-20 “you in your great mercies did not forsake 
them in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud to lead them in 
the way did not depart from them by day, nor the pillar of 
fire by night to light for them the way by which they 
should go. You gave your good Spirit to instruct them and 
did not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave 
them water for their thirst.” 

d. Deut. 32:1-12 “He found him in a desert land, and in the 
howling waste of the wilderness (‘formless and void,’ Gen. 
1:2); he encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as 
the apple of his eye. Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, 
that flutters (“hovers”) over its young, spreading out its 
wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions, the 
LORD alone guided him, no foreign god was with him. 

4. These texts and others one can make a good case that the 
“cloud” in the Exodus was symbolic of the Holy Spirit 

a. The “cloud” or “Spirit” again “hovering” over the Israel 
and leading them through the “waters” 

 
Echoes of Water, Spirit, Baptism, and New Creation 
Rom. 6:4 “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life.” 
 
I John 5:6-8 “This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water 
only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because 
the Spirit is the truth. For there are three that testify: the Spirit and the water and the 
blood; and these three agree.” 
 
John 3:5 “Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.” 
 
Titus 3:5-6 “he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 
according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy 
Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior” 
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Ez. 36:25-26 “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you a new 
heart, and a new spirit I will put within you.” 
 

a. Conclusion 
iv. In all the major pre-redemptive, and redemptive historical events of 

the OT we see creation and new creation emerge from the waters 
under the supervision of the Spirit. 

v. Jesus, Son of God, Son of Adam (the final Adam) has come to usher in a 
new creation. 

vi. Jesus emerges out of the waters of baptism and the Spirit descends on 
him like a dove and he hears the voice of the Father, say something we 
haven’t heard since Adam and Eve, “This is my Son with whom I am 
well pleased.” (“God saw everything he had made, and behold, it was 
very good.”) 

vii. John baptizes with water only, a baptism of repentance as the Old 
Covenant is coming to a close 

viii. Jesus baptizes with the Holy Spirit (and water) to usher in the New 
Covenant, the New Creation 

ix. This culminates at Pentecost when Jesus pours out his Spirit on his 
church (“all flesh” – Jew and Gentile), his new creatures in Christ who 
come through the waters of baptism in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 



10/9/2023

1

Gospel of Luke: Messiah 
Appears

Scott Redd, sredd@4thpres.org

Place of the Wilderness 
Temptation

Progression of prophecy fulfillment to the baptism/water ordeal 
to genealogy that establishes Jesus as Davidic, Israelite, and 
ultimately the righteous Seed of the Woman

Genealogy
• Humanity as Family of God (Adam as Son)
• Jesus as culmination of Humanity (Faithful Adam)

Temptation as Israelite Wilderness Wandering
• Follows water ordeal
• 40 periods of time
• Temptation to bring deliverance in another way

The Satan 
Figure

Satan (“Enemy”) is a real, created, 
limited, personal force for deception 
(John 8:44; Rev 12:9), temptation, and 
accusation (Rev 12:10). He must 
submit to God (Job; Luke 22:31), and 
he is culpable for his works and will be 
judged by them (Rev 20:10).

The Temptations

Strike at the goal of Jesus Messianic 
Mission

• Immediate abundance of resources 
(pleasure)

• Easy command of earthly authorities 
(power)

• Public expression of heavenly 
authorities (prestige)

Jesus refutes each with rightly applied 
scripture

Jesus the Rabbi
Targum style: Aramaic translation and 
commentary (Ezra 4:7). Indications 
that Hebrew text was read followed by 
the targum commentary.

Reading of Torah followed by 
interpretation, perhaps in Aramaic

The interpretation in this case is 
“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”

Apologetic Aside: “three years 
and six months” (4:25)

1 Kings 18:1  After many days the word of the LORD came to 
Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, show yourself to Ahab, 
and I will send rain upon the earth.”

Why the longer period?
• may understood to be a figure (half of seven, perhaps) for a 

long time that is in the ballpark of the actual number.
• may include the time between the last rains before the 

famine and the time after the drought before the early 
rains.

• may be symbolic for judgment (Dn. 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 11:2f.; 
12:6, 14; 13:5)

1 2

3 4
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Gospel of Luke: Messiah’s 
Followers

Scott Redd, sredd@4thpres.org

Messiah’s Followers

1. The Calling of Disciples (5:1-11)

2. Acts of New Creation (5:12-26)

3. Calling of Levi (5:27-32)

4. Disciples and Discipleship(5:33-39)

The Calling of Disciples 
(5:1-11)

Context: Jesus’ Synagogue Ministry

Location: Sea of Galilee/Northern Kingdom

Occasion: “Sign”/Representative Miracle re: fishing (John 
21:1-14)

Spokesperson: Peter but including James and John (will 
form the inner circle of the Twelve)

Message: Disciples are fishers of men/gospel proclamation-
persuasion

Duccio, 1308-1311

Acts of New Creation (5:12-26)
Following on the theme of fishers of men

• Leprosy: label covers a variety of skin diseases, which render a person 
ceremonially unclean (Lev 14:1-32; like Elisha; cf. Luke 17:11-19). 

• Jesus is not made unclean but rather turns the unclean clean.
• So-called “Messianic Secret” and Jesus’ sense of timing (Mark 14:41; John 2:4; 

7:6; 12:23-24)
• Jesus’ withdrawal from crowds reminding us of his humanity (Mark 1:35)

• Paralytic: distinction between man’s felt need and deepest need.
• “When he saw their faith…” (v.20)
• “Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

Calling of Levi (5:27-32)

The sick in need of a physician. (5:31-32)

Tax collectors and Judean society.

Israel, the least of nations, unwanted 
people. (Deut 7:7-8; Ezekiel16)

The still small voice: 7,000 who have not 
bowed the knee (1 Kings 19:9-18)

“not many wise…” (1 Cor 1:26)

Disciples and 
Discipleship(5:33-39)

An opening contrast between John the Baptist’s ministry and 
Jesus’ ministry (re: John’s disciples, Luke 7:18; 11:1; Mk. 6:29; 
Jn. 1:35, 37; 3:25).

Fasting in Day of Atonement liturgy (Lev 16:29) and ordinary 
practice (Luke 18:12); Jesus fasts in wilderness (4:2) and after 
Last Supper (22:16, 18), and encourages others to do so 
appropriately (Matt 6:16-18). Also practiced in the early 
church (Acts 13:2f.; 14:23; cf. 9:9; 2 Cor. 11:27).

Indicative of change between Old Covenant period of waiting 
and preparation and New Covenant period of arrival and 
celebration. 

1 2

3 4

5 6



1 
 

LUKE 6:  THE WAY OF LOVE AS THE HEART OF OUR OBEDIENCE 
 
1. Two Incidents Showing Opposi on to Jesus Over Perceived Viola ons of Sabbath Regula ons 

A. Jesus Is Lord of the Sabbath  (Luke 6:1-5):   
What did the Pharisees think was unlawful about what Jesus’ disciples were doing? 
(1) The principle goes back to Lev. 19:9-11a, 18; Deut. 23:24-25.  We see in these verses God’s 

concern for social jus ce, for the vulnerable (i.e., the poor, widows, orphans, aliens, etc.).   
(2) As for the disciples in our passage, the Pharisees would say that what they’re doing 

cons tutes harves ng – and worse, harves ng (working!) on the Sabbath.   
(3) It seems silly to us that they would consider the disciples’ ea ng in this way “harves ng,” 

and we might conclude that Jesus is intending to show us that the Sabbath, and Sabbath 
observance, doesn’t really ma er all that much.  But that’s not the case at all.   
(a) We are called to remember the Sabbath day and to keep it holy per the fourth 

commandment (Ex. 20:8-11).  The moral law, summarily contained in the Ten 
Commandments, is s ll binding on Chris ans today. 

(b) The Sabbath, first, is the one day each week when it is our duty and privilege to 
acknowledge, worship, and glorify God as our Creator and Redeemer; second, is God’s 
gi  of mandated rest, for us, for our spiritual recharge and renewal – a beau ful and 
beneficial pa ern built into the fabric of crea on itself; and third, is the founda on of a 
just social order, as we consider that the fourth commandment is the pivot 
commandment, i.e., the last one expressing our duty to God, and at the same me the 
first one expressing our duty to one another.  The first principle of God’s people for how 
they are to love one another is that they are to not treat one another like they were 
treated in Egypt, as slaves who were given no rest, but rather, that everyone without 
excep on (even the ca le!) will be given a day of rest for rest, recharge, renewal, and 
worship of the Living and True God.  This s ll ma ers! 

(4) So Jesus is not abolishing the principle of Sabbath observance, but rather is direc ng us to 
the wise and God-glorifying way of Sabbath observance, which a ends to the weigh er 
ma ers of the law, and which shi s us away from scrupulosity in observance of rules and 
regula ons, toward adherence to the principles of the thing. 

(5) In his answer to the Pharisees’ complaint, Jesus cites biblical precedent for his disciples’ 
ac ons.  (See 1 Sam. 21:1-6).   

(6) The Pharisees understood that it is lawful to override Sabbath regula ons in order to save 
and preserve life (see Luke 14:5-6; surgery, the Yom Kippur War, etc.).  These are works of 
necessity.  But was it really necessary that the disciples eat?  And Jesus’ answer:  Is it not the 
weigh er ma er that they should eat and be restored?  Thus, Jesus’ words in Mark 2:27:  
“The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.”  (See also John 7:22-24.) 

(7) Thus, it is not just works of necessity, but also works of mercy, that are permi ed on the 
Sabbath – indeed, not just permi ed, but specially called for and encouraged as a way of 
glorifying God by loving one’s neighbor.  Right Sabbath observance consists less in 
scrupulosity in res ng for myself, and s ll less in devising legalis c workarounds to get a lot 
of stuff done while claiming to rest; but rather in bringing that rest to others as we are able, 
and then res ng, together, in the presence of Almighty God. 

(8) There remains one s ll deeper principle here.  In raising the example of David and his men, 
this wasn’t just some ordinary person, but the anointed king of Israel.  So too with Jesus, and 
far more so!  Jesus is the King, the anointed one, the Christ, and he is traveling with his 
warband, his disciples, who will give their lives in the service of the Kingdom.   
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(9) He is the King whose very life and example reveals the deep and right observance of the law!  
Thus, Luke 6:5:  “The Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” 

 
B. A Man with a Withered Hand (Luke 6:6-11):   

(1) The Pharisees’ objec on was simple:  the man’s hand would s ll be withered tomorrow!  
You could have waited one day, Jesus, without breaking any rules.  Then we’d be just fine.  
Strictly speaking, healing him today wasn’t necessary, and therefore doesn’t qualify as a 
work of necessity. 

(2) But Jesus demonstrates that on the Sabbath it IS lawful to do good, to save life, to restore 
and bring wholeness and healing.   

(3) Thus, we are to conform ourselves to the principles of the law and to a end carefully to the 
weigh er ma ers of the law.  As we’ve seen, in the case of the Sabbath, this means that we 
are called to bring rest to others where and when we are able to do so, and to then share 
that rest, in joyful fellowship with God and one another. 

(4) The Pharisees’ response to this healing – this restora on of a man’s life – is not joy, but fury.  
Jesus here shows us how rightly to love our neighbor; the Pharisees defini vely do not.  (See 
Rom. 13:8-10.) 

 
2. Jesus Calls the Twelve Apostles (Luke 6:12-16):   

(1) Jesus going out to the mountain all night to pray.  God the Son praying to God the Father! 
(2) The Twelve (symbolizing Israel, ALL Israel, all the children of Abraham, the Israel of God). 

 
3. Jesus Ministers to a Great Mul tude (Luke 6:17-19):   

Note where the crowds are coming from:  among other places, from Tyre and Sidon.  Jesus’ power 
and message is being received by Jews and Gen les alike. 

 
4. The Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:20-49): 

When we speak of living by principles rather than by rules, what’s to keep us from going off the rails?  
What is the guiding principle, if you will, to guide us in our conforming to the principles of God’s 
word?  Jesus gives us the answer to that ques on in the Sermon on the Plain. 
 
My view:  this is a different occasion from the Sermon on the Mount (Ma . 5-7) – although very 
similar in content, like a stump speech, and delivered during the same period of early ministry in 
Galilee, nevertheless with significantly different emphases.  In other words, the Sermon on the Plain 
is important in its own right.  It’s not just the short, incomplete version of the Sermon on the Mount! 

 
A. Blessings and Woes (Luke 6:20-26):   

This serves as the introduc on, teaching us that God’s evalua on of our circumstances are 
defini vely different than that of the world.  It is a jol ng reorienta on of our perspec ve, calling 
us to consider things not from the vantage of worldliness, which equates wealth and well-fed-
ness with blessing, but from that of God, in which suffering in a fallen world is in fact some mes 
a powerful mark of faithfulness and blessing!  (See James 1:3-4; Rev. 2:9; and Rev. 3:17.) 
 

B. Love Your Enemies (Luke 6:27-36):   
OR:  How to be like God the Father:  Love your enemies – that is his work, and ours!) 
We are called to be like our heavenly Father, who is gracious to send rain on the righteous and 
the unrighteous alike, who is merciful, whose kindness is a pa ence that leads to repentance.  
Chris an ethics consist in imaging the love and character of the Father.  (See Ma . 5:14, 16). 
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In the same manner that Jesus, in the Sermon on the Mount, revealed the deeper implica ons 
of full obedience to the sixth and seventh commandments (i.e., the linkage of anger with murder 
and of lust with adultery), so in this passage, Jesus reveals the deeper implica ons of full 
obedience to the Greatest Commandment.  We know that are to love the LORD our God with all 
our heart, soul, mind, and strength, and our neighbor as ourselves.  But how?  What does that 
mean?  Answer:  we are to love like God the Father.   
 
This is not a ma er of warm and fuzzy feelings.  Nor are we called to be unwise as to the sinful 
mo ves of sinful people.  Nor is it a call to pacifism, or passivity in the face of abuse or injus ce.  
It is love as a verb not a noun, a thing that is done, rooted in the will.  It is an inten onal 
determina on to respond to life in this fallen world as Christ did, not as the world does, with 
wise love, HOLY love, gracious, merciful love, rooted in the fact of our being loved BY God the 
Father and called to love LIKE God the Father.  (See 1 Pet. 2:21-24; 3:9; 4:19.)  

 
C. Judging Others, and a Tree and Its Fruit (Luke 6:37-45):   

OR:  How NOT to be like God the Father:  Do not judge others – that’s his work, not ours! 
One of the most misapplied passages in Scripture.  Used against Chris ans for showing any 
discernment with regard to sin at all.  Of course, we must s ll be on guard against the ever-
present threat of legalism – the sin of adding to God’s word what God himself didn’t add, and in 
this way, presuming to be more holy than God – holiness without love.  But I would argue that 
the greatest crisis of our era, both within and without the church, is the threat of license – the 
sin of subtrac ng from God’s word, of presuming to be more loving than God himself – of love 
without holiness. 
 
We are to judge within the church, and we are clearly to dis nguish between what is sin and 
what is not sin.  BUT!  We are not to presume to act as God and exclude anyone from the hope 
of salva on in Christ while they have life and breath. 
 
We are people who a end to our own logs before addressing the specks in the eyes of others.  
That is, we are to be people cognizant of our own sinfulness and need.  And be warned:  “out of 
the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks.”  We are sinners.  But we are saved by a mighty 
Savior, faithful to save.  Look to him, and rest in him alone for your salva on.  And remembering 
our own need of grace keeps us humble as we consider the sinful unworthiness of others. 
 

D. Build Your House on the Rock (Luke 6:46-49):  
OR:  We are to be like God the Father by being like God the Son! 
We are to image God the Father by imaging God the Son, conforming our lives to the pa ern of 
his Word and way, looking to what he did and said, and striving to do likewise.  As we become 
more like the Master, we more and more faithfully reflect the love of the Father, for glory and 
blessing. 
 
We are called to trust in the Word of God, even more than our own feelings.  We are called to 
found our very life and hope in it, trus ng that God who created us and redeemed us, who daily 
equips and restores us, knows our needs and loves us even more than we ourselves do. 
 
Amen! 
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LUKE 7:  ALL THIS GRACE IS GREAT, BUT… WHERE’S THE JUDGMENT? 
 
INTRODUCTION:  
To properly set the context for today’s passage, we should go back to the scene in Nazareth, which 
consisted of two parts: 

1. Jesus explains his ministry mission by quoting Isaiah 61:1-2.  His is to be a ministry of grace; he 
has come to bring deliverance, restoration, and release to all his people – with a special 
emphasis on those most in need of it.   

2. When his words generate opposition, he cites two stories from the time of the prophets, one 
involving Elijah’s raising of a widow’s son from the dead and another involving Elisha’s 
interaction with and healing of a well-respected foreign military commander.  (See Luke 4:24-
27.)  Why did he mention these?  Because he was showing that God’s will would not be thwarted 
by Israel’s disobedience, and that God’s blessing would be extended beyond the boundaries of 
the Promised Land, to those prepared to receive the word of his prophets.  (See John 1:11-14.)  
Even if his own would not receive him, there were those even beyond the boundaries of Israel 
who gladly would.  The good news of God was for all the world and would go forth to all the 
world!  (Consider this fact when we think about our call to evangelism – that there are those out 
there waiting for the call of God’s word.  Ours is not to overthink it, but to simply extend the 
invitation to grace and fellowship with the Living and True God through the Lord Jesus Christ.  
See John 10:3-4, 16; 1 Peter 3:14-16.) 

 
Chapter 7 begins with a pair of accounts of showing Jesus’ interactions with people in need and the 
working of his mighty power.  Three things to note: 

1. The first of these accounts involves an interaction with and healing involving a well-respected 
foreign military commander, and the second involves the raising of a widow’s son from the dead.  
Sound familiar?  Interesting, isn’t it? 

2. Both these accounts point to Jesus’ ministry of grace, bringing deliverance, restoration, and 
release to all his people – with a special emphasis on those most in need of it.  Again, doesn’t 
this sound oddly familiar?  What we are seeing here is that the plan for his ministry that he set 
forth in Nazareth is now being fulfilled in earnest. 

3. Finally, both accounts are notable in that, whereas Jesus’ mighty power heals a dying servant 
and raises a dead son, the main characters in each account are not those who were healed, but 
those with whom Jesus interacted – in the one instance, the centurion and the other the widow.  
In each of these stories, we see love drawing forth Jesus’ restorative, healing power. 

 
THE CENTURION’S SERVANT (Luke 7:1-10) 
As for the character of the centurion, we see his 

1. Kindness:  connected w/ the word “kin.”  His kindness is seen both in his concern for his servant 
(i.e., the servant is “precious” to him; and in the Jewish elders witness concerning him, (a) that 
“he loves our nation” and (b, backing this word up with deed) that he’d built (financed the 
construction of) their synagogue.  Remarkable!  (Note: with regard to some scholars who raise 
questions as to the motives for the centurion’s kindness – e.g., that the servant is simply a 
valuable asset, or that it makes good political sense to buy off the locals – let’s beware of 
overthinking motives in good works!  Introspection is like salt:  a little bit is good and necessary; 
but too much is definitely not good!  So too, a healthy introspection is the very engine of our 
repentance, which is a saving grace; but too much introspection drives us to despair.  None of 
our motives is entirely pure.  But the gospel calls us to stop looking inward for some nonexistent 
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purity of motive, but rather to look outward, to Christ, who is pure, who is worthy, and then, 
resting in him alone for our righteous standing before God, to move along!)  

2. Humility:  the elders speaking on his behalf say that he is worthy; he himself says he is not 
worthy.  Note the deference and respect he shows to Jesus, which is all the more remarkable in 
that he is a Roman military commander. 

3. Faith:  the demonstration of which causing Jesus – Jesus! – to marvel, one of only two times this 
happens, the other one being for unbelief in Nazareth (see Mark 6:6).  As for the nature of the 
centurion’s faith:  it consisted in a simple but sure recognition of and trust in Jesus’ authority and 
power – he can do it and if he says it, it will be so; or put otherwise:  what he says is true, and 
what he says he’ll do he’ll do!  How different from the Pharisees, who were always demanding a 
sign.  According to the light he’d been given, he came to Christ and trusted in him, aware of his 
own unworthiness.  We ought do no less than this!   
 

And what do we see of Jesus in this passage?  We see: 
1. His compassion, and his willingness to bring healing to the one for whom the centurion in his 

concern for his servant called him. 
2. His willingness, in bringing this healing, deliverance, restoration, and release to those in need, 

and especially to those at the margins or even outside the bounds of Jewish society, to upset the 
sensibilities of the self-appointed gatekeepers of the religious rules and regulations.  (There he 
was, ready to enter the home of a gentile and open himself to uncleanness – and not just some 
run-of-the-mill gentile’s home, but that of a Roman military commander.) 

3. His power!  He heals with a single word, at a distance.  This is the very power of creation in our 
midst, the reality-generating Word of God, brought to bear in our lives.  (And consider the 
remarkable fact it is this powerful word that Christ has given to his church with the commission 
that we preach it.  It is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes!) 

4. His wonder:  Jesus marvels at the faith of the centurion, and also at the unbelief of those in 
Nazareth.  This is a beautiful thing to consider:  that Jesus, as a man among us – “God with us,” 
experiencing the world from as it were from our perspective – felt our sorrow as well as our joy.  
Jesus our Savior doesn’t simply know about the pain we experience living in this fallen world – 
the awful pervasiveness of the falling short of God’s glory, the heartache and hurt of our sin and 
its effects; he knows it, having endured the injustice and sorrows.  Jesus wept.  Our Lord knows 
our darkness and shame, and he is not ashamed to draw alongside us.  “I am with you always.”  
Praise God!  But he also felt the wonder of joy in this world.  And again, what a stunning 
thought, that the one through whom the world was made might, in entering the world and 
experiencing it as one of us, be moved to wonder.  Well, so ought we! 

 
THE WIDOW OF NAIN (Luke 11-17) 
What do we learn about the widow of Nain?  Not that much, except only this:  Jesus saw her need.  She 
is the very embodiment of the most vulnerable class of people in Israel, and for such as her the Torah 
over and over calls for mindfulness and intentionality to provide help and comfort in her need. 
 
And what do we see of Jesus here?  Very similar to what we saw with the centurion: 

1. His compassion:  In this case, he doesn’t even wait for her call!  Immediately, he brings his 
power to bear for her deliverance and restoration. 

2. His willingness to upset the sensibilities of the gatekeepers:  There he goes again!  We can 
easily imagine the Pharisee who is less moved to joy and wonder at the raising of young man to 
life from death than vexed by the fact that Jesus touched the bier.  You didn’t have to do that!  
We’ve just seen that you could have done this with a word, at a distance!  It seems almost 
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calculated to annoy those who would be most concerned about these things.  Why, Jesus?  
Why?!?  And the answer is… 

3. His power!  As we saw with his touching the leper and healing the man with the withered hand 
on the Sabbath, so here as well – the coming of God’s Christ with Kingdom power – creation 
power, Pentecost power! – changes everything, reverses the very polarity of covenant dynamics 
from a defensive posture to one that henceforth surges forward to all the ends of the earth!  He 
touches the dead, the diseased, and those suffering from discharge (the three D’s of Old 
Covenant uncleanness), and rather than him becoming unclean, they become clean!  And now 
the mercy of this power to bring deliverance, restoration, release – today! – calls for an attention 
to the weightier matters of the law, i.e., for mercy, and not sacrifice. 

 
In summary, for both accounts, we see Jesus’ ministry of grace – of deliverance, restoration, and release 
– whose blueprint was outlined in Isaiah 61, being performed and fulfilled before the eyes of those who 
were witnessing these things.  And we see that this restorative, healing, life-bringing power of God is 
going forth not just to the religious insiders of Israel, but to all God’s sheep who hear the voice of their 
shepherd, even beyond the bounds of Israel itself.   
 
Indeed, this universal mission had been God’s plan from the beginning!   
See Gen. 12:1-3; Isa. 2:2-5; 52:7-10; 66:18-19; and Rev. 22:1-2. 
THIS is what the ministry of Jesus is about!  
 
ALL THIS GRACE IS GREAT, BUT … WHAT ABOUT HOLINESS?  WHAT ABOUT THE COMING JUDGMENT…? 
JESUS AND THE DISCIPLES OF JOHN THE BAPTIST (Luke 7:18-35) 

1. John’s moment of weakness (vs. 18-23).  He who had declared “Behold the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sins of the world,” whose entire ministry had prepared for the coming of the 
Christ and who boldly declared Jesus as that Christ, has a moment of doubt.  Why?  In prison, 
facing his imminent execution at the hands of an unjust and unstable king, he must have looked 
at Jesus’ ministry and seen various violations of rules and regulations, mounting opposition 
among the very ones you’d expect would be most supportive, not fasting, calling tax collectors, 
visiting with Romans?!?  And he must have wondered, Jesus, where’s the judgment?  Where’s 
the fire?  (See Luke 3:16-17.) 
 
Jesus’ answer:  Look and consider.  What do you see?  These things you are seeing, these 
extraordinary manifestations of God’s power, are the very fulfillment of God’s promises and 
purposes before your eyes.  These are the very signs that attest to the coming of the King.  Rest, 
and believe.   
 
As for the judgment, it was indeed drawing nigh.  The time for God’s judgment on Israel for its 
covenant failure had come.  Even more, the time had come at last for the execution of God’s 
sentence spoken to Adam at the very beginning of the long cascade of human events following 
from the fall:  “You shall surely die.”  The judgment promised by the prophets, and most latterly 
by John, would come upon Jesus, and be borne by him, in our place.  (See Isaiah 53:5; Galatians 
3:13-14; 2 Corinthians 5:21.) 
 
Here then is the astonishing grace of God’s plan revealed.  “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sins of the world.”  “Blessed are those not offended (lit. scandalized, caused to 
stumble) by me.”  Blessed are all who take refuge in him, who draw up under the blood of Christ 
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our Passover lamb, brought from sin and death to life and blessing by the great, great love of 
God.  (See John 3:16; 1 John 3:1.) 

 
2. Jesus exalts John but declares that least in the Kingdom of God is more exalted still (vs. 24-30).   

Jesus now addresses the crowd:  don’t you dare look down on John for his moment of weakness!  
Among those born of women, there has never been one greater than he.   
 
But … so great are the blessings and privileges of the Kingdom of God as to make even the least 
in that kingdom greater than John!  This calls us to consider: 
 
(a) The greatness of the blessings and privileges we enjoy as Christians (e.g., our worship). 
(b) The radical incompleteness of the Old Testament without its fulfilment in Christ Jesus. 
(c) The radical imperfection of even the greatest of saints.  ALL have fallen short of God’s glory. 

 
3. Jesus speaks of the hardheartedness of those who refuse to believe (vs. 31-35).  Nothing is 

good enough for nonbelief.  They will complain that your holiness is too stringent and rigid, or 
else will complain that your gracious approach is too lax.  This simply reveals the bad faith of 
those who grumble and the hatred of God and godliness that is the mark of natural man.   
 
But let it be known that judgment is coming, and that for those in Christ, gathered under the 
blood of our Passover Lamb, the judgment that was ours to bear has been borne already by him 
on our behalf.  Ours is but to look to him as to our Redeemer, Deliverer, Savior, and Lord, and to 
receive and rest in him alone for our salvation.  Amen. 

 
THE JOY AND GRATITUDE OF FAITH: 
THE ANOINTING OF JESUS BY THE SINFUL WOMAN (Luke 7:36-50) 

1. A beautiful scene of Jesus’ anointing by a sinful woman.  (Note:  this is not the same incident as 
Jesus’ anointing by Mary at Bethany, which happened latter, almost certainly as an intentional 
echo of this event.)   

2. The woman here may well have been responding to Jesus’ invitation issued at the same time 
(see Matt. 11:28-30).  Somehow, it is clear that Jesus had given her hope, had restored her very 
desire for God, and had persuaded her to draw near to him for deliverance.   

3. In gratitude she did so, showing her love and gratitude in the way she knew how.  It is a scene of 
breathtaking tenderness and intimacy.  Her tears – were they tears of repentance or tears of 
gratitude?  I think, Yes!  As with so many of us who have experienced the amazing grace of God 
to us in Christ our Savior, who brings deliverance, restoration, release, hope, life! 

4. Once again, the Pharisees are not moved to praise, but are offended by this unseemly display.  
Jesus addresses them with a short parable whose lesson is that “those who have been forgiven 
much, love much” and that “those who have been forgiven little, love little.” 

 
In conclusion, we see that Jesus ministry is unfolding.  It is about bringing of the blessings of God – 
deliverance, restoration, healing, release, redemption, life! – to ALL God’s people, including many whom 
the religious authorities in every age are all too happy to overlook.  The gospel is for the widow, the 
foreign military officer, the sinful woman … and even for John the Baptist, who shows us with perfect 
clarity the fact that we are all in need of God’s grace. 
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Galatians 3:13-14:  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us – for it is 
written, "Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree" – so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham 
might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith.  
 
Amen! 
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Gospel of Luke: Messiah’s 
Glory

Scott Redd, sredd@4thpres.org

Messiah’s Glory (Luke 9)

1. Sending Out of the Apostles (1-9)
2. Feeding the Five Thousand (10-17)
3. Confession and Messianic 

Consequences (18-27)
4. Transfiguration (28-36)
5. Boy with the Unclean Spirit (37-43)
6. The Politics of the Kingdom (44-62)

Sending Out of the 
Apostles

Lays the foundations for Jesus’ plan for kingdom 
proclamation.

Jesus inaugurates the coming of the kingdom, and that 
inauguration includes the uniquely apostolic mission to 
proclaim the gospel to ends of the earth.

Apostles authority derives from their commissioning “he 
sent them out…”

Ministry of Word and Deed (signs to attend to/credential 
the gospel message)

Duccio, 1308-1311

Sending Out of the 
Apostles

The rising profile of Jesus and his followers reaches Herod.

This gives us opportunity to catch up on John the Baptists 
fate and remind us of the confusion about Jesus’ identity?

John returned?
Elijah as forerunner/other prophets

This gives us context for Peter’s later confession and 
transfiguration

Duccio, 1308-1311

Issue of Harmonization
Excursus on difficulty texts: Luke 9:1-6/Matt 10:5-14 vs. Mark 6:6b-13
1. Calvin says that teaching is against bringing a club, but one should 

bring a walking stick.
2. Morris says it means “go as you are.”
3. Is it a problem of translation from Aramaic to Greek, perhaps the 

word translated “neither” and “except”?
4. Mawhinney points out that Mark is indirect, but Matthew and Luke 

are direct discourse. Perhaps Mark conveys meaning from context, 
facial expression, etc., while Matthew and Luke leave exaggeration in 
place.

Feeding the Five 
Thousand (10-17)
Feeding of the crowd is a sign of the 
abundant life Jesus offers. His kingdom is 
not one of lack or scarcity but of new 
creation. 

“twelve baskets” more remained than was 
provided at the outset.

Gospel abundance is to be understood in 
light of later teaching about discipleship.

1 2

3 4
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Confession and Messianic 
Consequences (18-27)

Peter’s confession is a turning point (the middle of Mark 
[8:29-30]). Jesus has been named already by:
1. Angels (Luke 2:11)
2. Luke (2:26)
3. Demons (4:41)
4. Himself (4:18)

But this is the first time the apostles/church have confessed.

Life of the followers of Messiah are costly discipleship: “pick 
up your cross…” 

Costly Grace
“It is the kingly rule of Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck 
out the eye which causes him to stumble; it is the call of Jesus 
Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows 
him….Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is 
grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. It is costly 
because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives 
a man the only true life. It is costly because it condemns sin, 
and grace because it justifies the sinner.

Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: 
"ye were bought at a price," and what has cost God much 
cannot be cheap for us. Above all, it is grace because God did 
not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but 
delivered him up or us. Costly grace is the Incarnation of 
God.” Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

Transfiguration: Messiah’s 
Glory Revealed

Why Elijah and Moses?

1. Major Prophets
2. Canonical divisions: 

Law/Prophets/Writings
3. Mysterious Circumstances Surrounding 

Deaths
4. Mountain Prophets

Law of parsimony and Interpretation

7 8
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Gospel of Luke: Messiah and 
the Godhead
Scott Redd, sredd@4thpres.org



Messiah’s Glory (Luke 9)

1. Sending Out of the Seventy Two (1-20)

2. Trinitarian Worship (21-24)

3. The Good Samaritan (25-37)

4. Mary and Martha (38-42)



Sending Out of the 
Seventy-Two (1-20)

Continues to lay the foundations for Jesus’ plan for 
kingdom proclamation.

Practical leadership in the increasing number of apostles.

Opposition to the messianic mission is assumed “lambs 
among wolves…”

“than Sodom…” (Genesis 14; Isa 1:9-10; Lam 4:6; Matt 
10:5); People who hear the gospel without belief are 
likened ot apostate Israel.

Duccio, 1308-1311



Sending Out of the 
Seventy-Two (1-20)

“Woe Oracle” Judgment formula common to prophets in 
which the subject is made an object of judgment and 
lament. 

Bethsaida, Chorazin, and Capernaum would be significant 
towns in the Galilee region.

Tyre and Sidon major cities to the north and objects of 
divine judgment in the OT (Ezekiel 26-28)

“he who knows you knows me…” Extension of Jesus to the 
Apostles that he sends out.

Duccio, 1308-1311



Sending Out of the 
Seventy-Two (1-20)

“Satan falling like heaven” marks transition 
to coming of redemptive kingdom (cf. Rev 
20:8?)

“Tread on serpents and scorpions…” call 
back to proto-evangelion?

The source of true rejoicing is in salvation, 
not spiritual power.



Trinitarian  Worship: 
Equation and Revelation (21-24)

1. Spirit empowers the Son in his rejoicing (he is truly human).

2. The Father is the object of his rejoicing.

3. Only the Father can can truly acknowledge the Son, and vice versa.

4. The only exception to #4 is those who the Son chooses to reveal the 
Father too (notice that here the Son is the agent of revelation [“the 
Word” John 1])

5. We can infer here what is said explicitly elsewhere, that the Spirit is 
the empowerment of revelation. We worship the Father in the Son 
by the Spirit.



The Good Samaritan 

(25-37)

Answer to the question “Who is my neighbor?” 
(v. 29)

Neighbor is a broader category than brother. 
Jesus deliberately uses a person from outside the 
religio-ethnic community.

Levites and priests the social workers of the time. 
Would be the most populistic, but not here.

The Samaritan’s help is extravagant, far-reaching, 
over the top. True “grace” or gift.



Martha and Mary (38-42)

Here a question of kingdom priorities.

Honoring the presence of the kingdom is appropriate and 
bears the fruit of the kingdom.

Not a call to laziness or absentmindedness, but a recognition 
of the unique spiritual moment happening before your eyes.

In Martha’s accusation, she does not recognize the meaning 
of the moment.
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Gospel of Luke: Messiah’s 
Kingdom in Relief

Scott Redd, sredd@4thpres.org

Messiah’s Kingdom in Relief 
(Luke 12)

1. Religious Hypocrisy (1-3)
2. Fear and its Substitutes (4-12)
3. Parable: Wealth and Folly (13-21)
4. How Much More God Cares for You 

(22-34)
5. Parable: Always Be Prepared (35-48)
6. Gospel Division (49-53)
7. The Time is Coming (54-56)
8. Now Is Your Chance (57-59)

Leaven of Hypocrisy

Some similarities with Matt 16:6 against Mark 8:14, which 
suggests this may be a part of shared, non-Markan source 
(Q source?)

Leaven/yeast as an element that seeps into the whole of 
the dough and changes the nature of it.

Religious hypocrisy is a regular prophetic allegation (1 Sam 
15; Isaiah 58; Jer 7:1-15)

Pharisees are negative models for the disciples who will 
face similar temptation (James 3:1)

Duccio, 1308-1311

Fear and Its Substitutes (4-
12)

But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he 
has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear 
him! Luke 12:5

Jesus’s plan for discipleship: 1) show things to fear, 2) show 
how Jesus’s is the greater power (the greater source of 
fear), and 3) show how Jesus is your friend.

God cares for creation, but you are more valued!

Therefore, be open about your faith in Christ (contra to the 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit). Trust in the Spirit!

Duccio, 1308-1311
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Wealth and Folly (13-21)
“Money makes people funny.” 

“For the love of money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, they have 
erred from the faith, and pierced themselves 
through with many sorrows.” 1 Tim 6:10

Dangers of material wealth.
1. Hard to perceive and can appear as godly 

wisdom and moral responsibility.
2. Offers comfort, security, and convenience 

in a variety of areas of life. “Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, 
eat, drink, be merry.”

3. The illusion of treasure can work against 
awareness of the kingdom (12:21)

4. Love of money can afflict wealthy and poor 
(Prov 30:7-9).

How Much More God Cares for You (22-34)

1. Continues the theme of relativizing perceived threats by the reality 
of God’s power and his care for his people.

2. Other causes of anxiety: hunger, health, clothing/shelter
3. Examples of divine grace from creation: ravens, lilies, grass. Also 

nations in general.
4. Reverse application of Deut 6:4-9

• “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”
• “Love the Lord, you God, with all of your heart, self, and estate.”
• A call to wholeness in the life of the disciple, from inside to outward effect.

Rules for Discipleships
1. Parable: Always Be Prepared (35-48)
2. Gospel Division (49-53)
3. The Time is Coming (54-56)
4. Now Is Your Chance (57-59)

The manner of the servants waiting shows the 
belief of their heart. Waiting gives opportunity to 
the sin of complacency or fatalism, which leads 
to abuse. 
This is an implicit critique of the Pharisees (12:1) 
and clear teaching for the apostolic church in 
waiting (1 Peter 3).

Rules for Discipleships
1. Parable: Always Be Prepared (35-48)
2. Gospel Division (49-53)
3. The Time is Coming (54-56)
4. Now Is Your Chance (57-59)

The kingdom can divide because it dwells in the 
heart (foreshadowing of conflict between 
beloiving and unbelieving members of the family, 
shared citizenship, etc). The Spirit is deeper.

As a result, take advantage of the current time 
when negotiations for mercy are possible.

5 6
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