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Delighting in God’s Glory  |  Demonstrating His Grace  |  Declaring His Gospel

PRELUDE 

*CALL TO WORSHIP    

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*PSALM 23  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” Crimond

The Lord’s my shepherd, I’ll not want; he makes me down to lie
In pastures green; he leadeth me the quiet waters by.

My soul he doth restore again, and me to walk doth make
Within the paths of righteousness, e’en for his own name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk in death’s dark vale, yet will I fear none ill,
For thou art with me; and thy rod and staff me comfort still.

My table thou hast furnished in presence of my foes;
My head thou dost with oil anoint, and my cup overflows.

Goodness and mercy all my life shall surely follow me;
And in God’s house forevermore my dwelling place shall be.

©1929 Oxford University Press, CCLI License #397028

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH–NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of 
God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all 
things were made. 

Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and 
was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; the third day he rose again, 
according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and he shall come again, 
with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Heavenly Father we praise you for adopting us as your children and making us heirs of eternal life in your Son Jesus 
Christ, who has freed us from our sins by his blood. Yet we still fail to love you with all our hearts, or serve you as we 
ought. Forgive us we pray, and renew us in your grace, so that we might love you anew, and live hereafter to your praise.  
In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*HYMN  “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”   

How sweet the name of Jesus sounds in a believer’s ear! 
It soothes his sorrow, heals his wounds, and drives away his fear.

It makes the wounded spirit whole and calms the troubled breast; 
‘Tis manna to the hungry soul, and to the weary, rest. 

Dear Name, the rock on which I build, my shield and hiding place, 
My never-failing treasury, filled with boundless stores of grace!

Jesus, my Shepherd, Brother, Friend, my Prophet, Priest, and King, 
My Lord, my life, my way, my end, accept the praise I bring.

Weak is the effort of my heart, and cold my warmest thought;
But when I see thee as thou art, I’ll praise thee as I ought.

Bill Moore
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*HYMN  “Every Promise of Your Word”   

From the breaking of the dawn to the setting of the sun,
I will stand on ev’ry promise of your word. Words of power strong to save,

That will never pass away; I will stand on ev’ry promise of your word.
For your covenant is sure, and on this I am secure:

I can stand on ev’ry promise from your word.

When I stumble and I sin, condemnation pressing in,
I will stand on ev’ry promise of your word. You are faithful to forgive,

That in freedom I might live. So I stand on ev’ry promise of your word.
Guilt to innocence restored; you remember sins no more. 

So I’ll stand on ev’ry promise of your word. 

When I’m faced with anguished choice, I will listen for your voice,  
And I’ll stand on ev’ry promise of your word. Through this dark and troubled land,  

You will guide me with your hand as I stand on ev’ry promise of your word. 
And you’ve promised to complete ev’ry work begun in me.  

So I’ll stand on ev’ry promise of your word.

Hope that lifts me from despair; love that casts out ev’ry fear,
As I stand on ev’ry promise of your word. Not forsaken, not alone,

For the Comforter has come. And I stand on ev’ry promise of your word.
Grace sufficient, grace for me; grace for all who will believe.

We will stand on ev’ry promise of your word.
Keith Getty, Stuart Townend
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HEIDELBERG CATECHISM

Q124. What does the third petition mean?
A. “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” means: Help us and all people to renounce our own wills and without 
any back talk to obey your will, for it alone is good. Help everyone carry out his office and calling, as willingly and 
faithfully as the angels in heaven.

*HYMN  “Show Us Christ”   

Prepare our hearts, O God, help us to receive.
Break the hard and stony ground, help our unbelief.

Plant your word down deep in us, cause it to bear fruit,
Open up our ears to hear, lead us in your truth.

Show us Christ, show us Christ,
O God, reveal your glory through the preaching of your word

Until ev’ry heart confesses Christ is Lord.

Your word is living light upon our darkened eyes,
Guards us through temptations, makes the simple wise.

Your word is food for famished ones, freedom for the slave,
Riches for the needy soul, come speak to us today.

Where else can we go, Lord, where else can we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

Doug Plank, Bob Kauflin
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NEW TESTAMENT READING 1 Thessalonians 4:1–8 page 987, pew Bible

SERMON “Knowing God’s Will” Rev. Thomas Myrick
49th in a series on the Heidelberg Catechism

*HYMN  “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God”   

Holy Spirit, living breath of God, breathe new life into my willing soul.
Let the presence of the risen Lord come renew my heart and make me whole.

Cause your word to come alive in me; give me faith for what I cannot see,
Give me passion for your purity; Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me.

Holy Spirit, come abide within, may your joy be seen in all I do.
Love enough to cover ev’ry sin, in each thought and deed and attitude.

Kindness to the greatest and the least, gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my strivings into works of grace; breath of God, show Christ in all I do.

Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, giving life to all that God has made.
Show your power once again on earth, cause your church to hunger for your ways.

Let the fragrance of our pray’rs arise; lead us on the road of sacrifice,
That in unity the face of Christ may be clear for all the world to see.

Keith Getty, Stuart Townend
©2006 Thankyou Music, CCLI License #397028

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

*Congregation standing as able
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WORSHIPING WITH CHILDREN

The presence of children is a gift to the Church and a reminder of God’s covenant faithfulness.
Parents, God put the wiggle in your children; don’t feel you have to suppress it in God’s house. All are welcome!

•Quietly explain the parts of the service and actions of the pastors, ushers, choir, etc.
•Sing the hymns, pray, and voice the responses. Children learn to worship  

by watching and following you.

Deacon Support 
Deacons provide assistance and prayer support to those facing difficult circumstances. Contact an individual deacon directly, 

call the deacons’ phone line at 301-320-3600, x223, or email deacons@4thpres.org.

Giving 
If you would like to leave an offering, please place it in the offering baskets in the alcoves or in the back. 

You can give online at 4thpres.org/giving.

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 12

MORNING SERVICE
8:00 and 11:00 a.m. | Upper Room

“Confession”
Ezra 10:1–44

Rev. David Frerichs

EVENING SERVICE
6:00 p.m. | Upper Room

“Jehovah Nissi”
Exodus 17:8–16

Rev. Thomas Myrick
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated.

STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE 
General Giving

2023 Annual Budget

2023 Year-to-Date Received 

$    5,684,990

$       530,510

New to fourth?
 Thank you for joining us in worship. To get to know the church better, scan 

and tap to fill out a simple form (4thpres.org/connect), and we will be in touch 
to welcome you and answer any questions you may have.


