
Sundays, December 4 & 11, 2022 • 6:00 p.m. 

• A FESTIVAL OF • 
Lessons & Carols



WELCOME   Dr. Todd M. Smedley

PRELUDE  The Shepherds at the Manger from Weihnachtsbaum Franz Lizst 
   Cynthia Keith, flute; Phil Sargeant, oboe arr. John Gibson

CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION  

CAROL   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” arr. Andrew Carter
Sanctuary Choir; brass; Wyeth Duncan, organ

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell thy people save, and give them victory o‘er the grave:

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night and death’s dark shadows put to flight:

O come thou Key of David come, and open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery:

   The congregation is invited to remain seated and sing. 

O come, O come, thou Lord of Might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height, 
In ancient times did give the law in cloud and majesty and awe:

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
©1986 Oxford University Press, CCLI License #397028

FIRST LESSON Adam and Eve fall from their original righteousness,  Genesis 3:8–15, 17–19
but God promises a seed to crush the serpent’s head.

CAROL   “The Truth Sent From Above” arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams
   Katie Conn, soprano; Michael Butler, tenor;    

Justin Harrison, bass; Sanctuary Choir

This is the truth sent from above, the truth of God, the God of love;
Therefore don’t turn me from your door but hearken all, both rich and poor.

The first thing which I do relate is that God at first did man create;
The next thing which to you I tell–woman was made with man to dwell.

Then after that, ‘twas God’s own choice to place them both in Paradise,
There to remain from evil free except they ate of such a tree.

But they did eat, which was a sin, and then their ruin did begin—
Ruin’d themselves, both you and me, and all of our posterity.

Thus we were heirs to endless woes, till God the Lord did interpose
For so a promise soon did run that he’d redeem us with a Son.

©1970 Oxford University Press, CCLI License #397082



SECOND LESSON     God promises to faithful Abraham Genesis 22:15–18
that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.

CAROL   “Keep Your Lamps!” arr. André J. Thomas 
Sanctuary Choir; Mike Gatti, conga drums 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
The time is drawing nigh.
Children don’t get weary,

‘Til your work is done.
Christian journey soon be over,

The time is drawing nigh.
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,

The time is drawing nigh.
©1982 Hinshaw Music, CCLI License #397028

THIRD LESSON The prophet Isaiah foretells the coming of the Savior. Isaiah 9:2, 6–7

CAROL   “People, Look East” arr. Craig Phillips
   Children’s Choir; Cynthia Keith, flute; Wyeth Duncan, organ  

People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able, trim the hearth and set the table.

People, look east and sing today: Love, the guest, is on the way.

  Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare, one more seed is planted there:
Give up your strength the seed to nourish, that in course the flower may flourish.

People, look east and sing today: Love, the rose, is on the way.

Birds, though you long have ceased to build, guard the nest that must be filled.
Even the hour when wings are froz’n, he for fledging time has chosen.

People, look east and sing today: Love, the bird, is on the way.

Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
Shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.

Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.

People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.
©1995 Selah Music, CCLI License #397028

FOURTH LESSON The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown.  Isaiah 11:1–3a, 4a, 6–9



CAROL   “Patapan (Guillaume, prends ton tambourin)” Bernard de la Monnoye
   String Quartet arr. Thomas Quigley

HYMN   “Festival First Nowell” arr. Dan Forrest
The congregation is invited to stand and sing.

 All:  The first Nowell the angel did say
   Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
   In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep
   On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

   Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
   Born is the King of Israel.

 Women and children: They looked up and saw a star
   Shining in the east beyond them far;

 Men: And to the earth it gave great light,
   And so it continued both day and night.

 Choir:  Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
   Born is the King of Israel.

 All:  Then let us all with one accord
   Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
   That hath made heaven and earth of nought,
   And with his blood mankind hath bought.

   Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell,
   Born is the King of Israel.  
   ©2014 The Music of Dan Forrest; GIA Publications, Inc.

FIFTH LESSON The angel Gabriel greets the virgin Mary. Luke 1:26–35, 38

CAROL   “Magnificat in G Major” Charles Villiers Stanford
Renee Gamache, soprano; Sanctuary Choir; Wyeth Duncan, organ

My soul doth magnify the Lord and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.

For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his name.

And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm. He hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts,

He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.

He remembering his mercy, hath holpen his servant Israel, as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed forever. Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.



SIXTH LESSON Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. Luke 2:1, 3–7

CAROL   “In dulci jubilo”    arr. Matthew Culloton
Sanctuary Choir

In dulci jubilo (in sweet joy), let us our homage show, our heart’s joy reclineth in praesepio (in a manger),
And like a bright star shineth, Matris in gremio (in your mother’s lap). Alpha es et O (Beginning and end).

O Jesu parvule (O infant Jesus)! I yearn for thee alway! Hear me, I beseech thee, O Puer optime (O best of boys)!
My prayer let it reach thee, O Princeps gloriae; Trahe me post te (O Prince of Glory; draw me after you to heaven).

O Patris caritas! Nati lenitas (O love of the Father! O mercy of the Son)! 
Oh, per nostra crimina (through our sins); but thou hast gained Coelorum gaudia (the joys of heaven)!

O that we were there! Ubi sunt gaudia. (Where are joys?) Where, if they be not there?
There are angels singing, Nova cantica (New songs)! And there the bells do ring in Regis curia (in the king’s courts). 

O that we were there.
©2012 Birnamwood Publications, CCLI License #397028

HYMN   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” arr. David Willcocks

The congregation is invited to stand and sing.

O Come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come, ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:
Come and behold him born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him.
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God, all glory in the highest:

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning.  
Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n! Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

 ©1967 Oxford University Press, CCLI License #397028

SEVENTH LESSON The shepherds go to the manger. Luke 2:8–16

CAROL   “What Child Is This?”  arr. Benjamin David Knoedler 
    Dave Klemm, tenor; Hrant Parsamian, cello; Traci Klemm, piano    

What child is this who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap, is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherd’s watch are keeping?

This is Christ, the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing, 
Haste to bring him laud, the babe, the Son of Mary.

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant king to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.

Now to this infant gather round, why should we longer tarry?
For this is Christ, the holy child, the babe, the Son of Mary! 

EIGHTH LESSON The wisemen are led by the star to Jesus. Matthew 2:1–12 



CAROL   “There Shall a Star” from Christus Felix Mendelssohn
Katie Conn, soprano; Michael Butler, tenor; Justin Harrison, baritone; Joshua Bates, bass;

Sanctuary Choir; String Quartet; Wyeth Duncan, organ 

 Recit: When Jesus our Lord was born in Bethlehem, in the land of Judaea,
   Behold, from the East to the city of Jerusalem there came wisemen, and said:
   Say, where is he that is born King of Judaea? 
   For we have seen his star and are come to adore him.

 Chorus: There shall a star from Jacob come forth and a sceptre from Israel rise up.
   And dash in pieces princes and nations.
   How brightly shines the Morning Star with radiance gleaming from afar,
   With light and comfort glowing! Thy word,  Jesus, inly feeds us, truly leads us,
   Life bestowing. Praise, oh praise, such love o’erflowing.

Numbers 24:17 
©1937 Neil A. Kjos Music Co., CCLI License #397028

NINTH LESSON John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. John 1:1–14

CAROL   “Before the Marvel of This Night”  Carl Schalk
Sanctuary Choir; Phil Sargeant, oboe; Alex Kovling, horn; String Quartet; Wyeth Duncan, organ

Before the marvel of this night
Adoring, fold your wings and bow,
Then tear the sky apart with light

And with your news the world endow.
Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace,
That fear and death and sorrow cease:

Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace,
Sing peace, sing gift of peace!

Awake the sleeping world with song,
This is the day the Lord has made.

Assemble here, celestial throng,
In royal splendor come arrayed.

Give earth a glimpse of heavenly bliss,
A blessed taste of what they miss:

Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss, 
Sing bliss, sing endless bliss!

The love that we have known,
Our joy and endless light,

Now to the loveless world be shown,
Break upon its night.

Into one song compress the love,  
The love that rules above: 

Sing love, sing love, sing God is love, 
Sing love, sing God is love!

©1982 Augsburg Choral Library, CCLI License #397028



MESSAGE    Dr. Todd M. Smedley

BENEDICTION  

HYMN   “Joy to the World” arr. Mack Wilberg
   The congregation is invited to stand and sing.

 All:  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
   Let earth receive her King;
   Let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
   And heav’n and nature sing,
   And heav’n and nature sing,
   And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.

 Women and children: Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
   Let men their songs employ;
   While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
   Repeat the sounding joy,
   Repeat the sounding joy,
   Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

 Men: No more let sins and sorrows grow,
   Nor thorns infest the ground;
   He comes to make his blessings flow
   Far as the curse is found,
   Far as the curse is found,
   Far as, far as, the curse is found.

  All: He rules the world with truth and grace,
   And makes the nations prove
   The glories of his righteousness,
   And wonders of his love,
   And wonders of his love,
   And wonders, wonders, of his love.

©2001 Oxford University Press, CCLI License #397028

POSTLUDE  In dulci jubilo, BWV 729  J.S. Bach
   Christmas Postlude on ‘In dulci jubilo’ Gilbert M. Martin

Wyeth Duncan, organ

A warm welcome to all, and thank you for attending. 
As you take your place, please move to the center of the row and make room for others. 
We kindly ask everyone not to reserve space so the ushers may seat those already present.

No childcare is provided this evening, but the Family Room is available  
with a live video feed of the service for parents who need to care for their children. Ask an usher to direct you.



Notes on this Evening’s Service
A History of Lessons and Carols

Lessons and Carols is a service of Scripture and song that dates from the late 19th century. It 
was originally devised by the Bishop of Truro, England, and was a response “to discourage a 
different festive spirit found in the local Cornish pubs.” The service has since been made famous 
by the Choir of King’s College in Cambridge, England, through their internationally broadcast 
service on Christmas Eve.

In this service, we listen to nine Scripture lessons which recount the fall in the Garden, the 
promise of a Messiah, and the realization of that promise in the birth of Jesus. Each lesson is 
followed by a carol or other musical selection that reflects on the lesson’s message. The service 
progresses from darkness to light, as we move from the hopelessness of Adam’s fall into the 
glorious reality of the Redeemer’s coming.

“The Truth Sent From Above”—arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams
Although the authorship of this carol is unknown and there are several 19th century sources, each of the extant 
versions are remarkably similar. “The Truth Sent From Above” is a carol that tells in song the story of original 
sin, its consequences, and God’s loving redemption offered to us through his Son. The most complete
version of this song is found in a collection of carols called A Good Box Christmas (1847) and it includes as many 
as 16 verses. The version sung this evening is out of the Oxford Book of Carols (1928) and uses only 5 of those 
16. The unusual meter of the tune, here harmonized by Ralph Vaughan Williams, helps draw the listeners’ 
attention with its regularly changing meter, inviting us to join in the narrative of redemption about to be heard.

“Keep Your Lamps!”—arr. André J. Thomas 
“Keep Your Lamps!” was first recorded in 1928 by Blind Willie Johnson in the gospel blues style, but its origins 
likely date much earlier.  Structured as a call and response, this spiritual refers to the parable of the wise and 
foolish virgins in Matthew 25. This arrangement comes from prolific composer, conductor, and professor Dr. 
André J. Thomas. Rhythmically driven with drums and voices as the only instrumentation, the repetition 
of the refrain communicates urgency, vigilance, and expectation. Just as the parable tells of the awaited 
appearance of the bridegroom, the season of Advent recalls the long-awaited expectation of the Savior Jesus 
and points to his future return.

“People, Look East”—arr. Craig Phillips
Eleanor Farjeon was an acclaimed author of children’s nursery rhymes and singing games and is perhaps best 
known for her poem “Morning Has Broken.” Her carol, “People, Look East’’, first appeared in The Oxford Book 
of Carols (1928) under the title “Advent Carol.” The text uses a series of metaphors to describe the preparation 
and anticipation in the season of Advent and the eager expectation for the arrival of the Christ Child. The poem 
is set to the tune Besançon, an ancient carol that first appeared in print in Christmas Carols New and Old (1871).



“Patapan (Guillaume, prends ton tambourin)”—Bernard de la Monnoye, arr. Thomas 
Quigley
“Patapan”or “Guillaume, prends ton tambourin” is a lively 18th century French carol, exploring the 
Christmas story from the shepherds’ perspective. Although tonight’s arrangement is instrumental, the text 
encourages shepherd Guillaume (French for William or Willie) to prends ton tambourin (take your little drum) 
and Robin to prends ta flûte (take your flute or fife). The text also makes use of the poetic device onomatopoeia, 
in which the word used mimics the sound of the object described. In this case, the repetition of the phrase 
“patapan” reflects the beating of the drum, while the repetition of “turelurelu” mimics the flute. While the first 
two verses celebrate the birth of Christ with fife and drum, the third verse transforms the duet into an analogy 
of God coming to dwell with man. The line in English reads, “God and man are now become/more at one 
than fife and drum.” For centuries this carol has expressed the childlike joy of celebrating the hope of  
the season.

“Magnificat in G Major”—Charles Villiers Stanford
The text of the Magnificat, or “Song of Mary,” has inspired many musical settings over the centuries. This 
beautiful Spirit-inspired song found in Luke’s Gospel is a regular feature at Evensong in the Anglican tradition. 
Because of this, English composers have written a large number of these settings. Charles Villiers Stanford 
wrote no less than nine settings of this text (often referred to as Evening Canticles or Bible Songs), and this is 
one of his best known. It features an ebullient organ accompaniment which creates a backdrop for the choir 
to support the complete text, sung by a soprano soloist. Stanford was the professor of music at Cambridge 
University and although a well-respected composer in his day, was surpassed by many of his students in their 
notoriety. Two such luminaries who studied under him were Ralph Vaughan Williams and Gustav Holst.

“In dulci jubilo”—arr. Matthew Culloton
The well-loved carol “In dulci jubilo” was originally written by Henrich Seuse, a Dominican monk, in the 
14th century. Originally written in German and Latin, it’s among the oldest and best known of the macaronic 
carols. Macaronic songs use two languages, and in the oldest cases this was often Latin and the vernacular. The 
tune to the carol first appeared in a manuscript from Leipzig that dates from about 1400. Over the centuries, 
this carol has been used by both Protestants and Catholics alike. It’s thought that the verse “O Patris caritas!” 
was likely written by Martin Luther. In the 19th century, Robert Pearsall and J.M. Neale wrote English
translations of the carol. This arrangement is a modern setting by Matthew Culloton. Culloton is a singer, 
composer, and conductor and is the founding artistic director and conductor of the The Singers–Minnesota 
Choral Artists.

“What Child Is This?”—arr. Benjamin David Knoedler 
“What Child Is This?”, the now-familiar Christmas carol, is attributed to William Chatterton Dix  
(1837-1898). The lyrics for “What Child Is This?”, written around 1865, were initially part of a six-stanza
poem titled “The Manger Throne.” Dix later took three of the poem’s stanzas and adapted them to
the popular 16th-century tune of Greensleeves. Young composer and pianist Benjamin David Knoedler has 
arranged a beautiful setting of this traditional carol text. Knoedler’s contemporary choral piece, performed here as 
a solo, is rich in musical sophistication. The addition of the cello to the seemingly simplistic and rhythmic piano
accompaniment adds a mysterious element that evokes the wonderment, humility, and glory of the
events surrounding the Nativity of our Christ.



“There Shall a Star”—Felix Mendelssohn
“There Shall a Star” comes from the unfinished oratorio by Felix Mendelssohn, written during the last year of 
his life. His brother, Paul, gave it the title “Christus” and published it posthumously as Op. 97. The libretto for 
this oratorio was set by Christian Karl Josias von Bunsen and is a collection of various biblical texts. We hear 
two selections from this oratorio this evening “Wo ist der neugeborne?” (“Where is the newborn?”) and “Es 
wird ein Stern aus Jacob aufgeh’n” (“There Shall a Star”). “Where is the newborn?” is a recitative, setting the 
scene for the anthem that follows. Three male singers take the part of the wisemen searching for the newborn 
King Jesus. The chorus responds in “There Shall a Star” to the question posed by these wisemen. It does so by 
quoting Numbers 24:17 and then triumphantly uniting in a statement of the first verse of Philip Nicolai’s hymn 
“How Brightly Shines the Morningstar”.

“Before the Marvel of This Night”—Carl Schalk
Jaroslav J. Vajda is the author of this original text. In it, he conjectured “how the angel hosts may have prepared 
and rehearsed that first Christmas song.” Vajda creatively drew from his own experience working with choirs in 
writing this text, for which Carl Schalk composed a new melody. Schalk, well known for his numerous choral 
and hymn compositions, was the longtime professor of church music at Concordia University Chicago.
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All are warmly invited to take part in celebrating the Savior’s birth 
at these special worship services held in the Upper Room.

ADVENT COMMUNION SERVICE
Sunday, December 18 | 6:00 p.m.

Join us as we share in the  
Sacrament of Holy Communion  

during this season of waiting.

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Saturday, December 24

Family Service | 5:00 p.m.
A family friendly celebration of Christ’s birth

Communion Service | 7:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service | 11:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE 
Sunday, December 25 | 11:00 a.m.
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