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Minutes 

Annual Congregational Meeting, via Zoom 
Fourth Presbyterian Church 

February 07, 2021 
 
 

Quorum Established 
With the quorum established, the Moderator, Dr. Todd Smedley, called the meeting to order and 
opened in prayer.  
 
Senior Pastor’s Remarks 
Dr. Smedley began the meeting by praising God for his unchanging faithfulness in holding us 
together as a unified family in a year with much uncertainty.  He gave thanks for the staff, pastors, 
elders, deacons, and many volunteers who served Fourth Church with dedication, providing 
expertise and support. Even in the midst of turbulent times, ministry continued to move forward, 
including the launch of the Fellows Program, ongoing shepherding care, and more service 
opportunities. It is a blessing for him to serve as pastor of the family of Fourth. 
 
A goal in 2021 is to develop a vision for a holistic approach to equip faithful and fruitful followers 
of Christ in a post-2020 world so Fourth continues to stand as a beacon of light, shining the light of 
the gospel in our city and world.  
 
In conclusion, he expressed appreciation for Dirk Rankin’s years of service as Clerk of Session. 
 
Clerk’s Remarks 
Dirk Rankin, Clerk of Session, moved that the minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation held February 9, 2020, be approved as a true and accurate reflection of that meeting.  
He noted that Session approved these minutes at the March 4, 2020, stated meeting.  In the absence 
of any additions or corrections, the minutes were approved. 
 
The membership as of December 31, 2019, was 1,534, 19 more than the previous year. 
 
During 2020 there were: 

23 new members received (class began spring 2020 and concluded fall 2020) 
22 deaths 
  2 transfers to other reformed churches 
59 removals from membership 
  1 record recovered in membership database  
 

Year-end membership as of December 31, 2020, was 1,475; total active membership was 1,357, 
with 118 members identified as inactive. 
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Other statistics of interest were: 

  4 infant & children baptisms 
  0 believer baptisms 
  3 weddings 
25 observances of the Lord’s Supper (less than usual due to the impact of COVID) 
 

In reflecting on 2020, the clerk framed the year in light of four defining events: 1) pandemic-
induced closure of the church, 2) decision not to participate in federal funding relief programs, 3) 
reopening for limited in-person services June 21 after last regular worship service on March 8, and 
4) end-of-year contributions that exceeded expenses by almost $700,000. 
 
Other items of note in 2020 included launching our Fellows Program, with admissions underway for 
the second class; continued long-term planning for a Sanctuary renewal, with an HVAC renovation 
planned after Easter 2021; three pastoral candidates under care and training for future gospel 
ministry; outreach to others through food drives and other service opportunities; and generous 
gifts for mercy and disaster relief.  
 
Noting how blessed we are to have a Session that is unified on vision and purpose, Clerk Dirk 
Rankin thanked the congregation, asking for their continued prayers that the officers be faithful to 
God’s calling and direction, and would lead with wisdom, discernment, and humility. 
 
Report of the Budget Committee 
Elder Jeff Hearle, Chair of the Finance and Stewardship Committee, reviewed 2020 financial 
statistics, noting that we ended 2020 with a net surplus of $697,853: 2020 expenses were $424,465 
under budget and support & revenue was $273,388 over budget. Other highlights included Session’s 
decisions not to participate in the Paycheck Protection Program; defer the Campus Renewal Project 
until after Easter 2022; and commence with the Sanctuary HVAC Replacement Project. 

The proposed 2021 budget of $5,146,626 is a nominal 0.35% decrease from 2020.  He mentioned 
some costs that will hopefully increase, indicating services and programs are returning to normal; 
the reallocation of some Communications expenses to other programs; and the increase in 
Accounting and Insurance costs due to the use of credit cards for online giving. 
 
2021 Budget 

Expenses   
Operations   $1,289,473 
Personnel    $2,855,825 
Session Programs     $307,061 
Outreach/Missions     $694,267 
Total    $5,146,626 

 
The budget was approved.   
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Nominating Committee Report 
Elder Steve Liston, Committee Chair, presented the report of the Nominating Committee.  He 
acknowledged and thanked the members of the committee for 2020-2021, then explained the 
deliberative nominating process.  On behalf of the committee, Elder Liston then placed in 
nomination candidates for elder and deacon, all for three-year terms.   
 
Elder: For a first term: Akin Harrison, Mike Heiser, and Larry Huff. For a second consecutive term: 
Matt Bettridge, Robert Labutta, Keith Riley, Don Robinson, and Ted Smith. With no nominations 
from the floor, all were elected.  
  
Deacon: For a first term: Jim Colgain, Angie Falcone, Jill Furgeson, Steve Howe, Rick Smith, and 
Wendy Vendt. For a second consecutive term: Warren Burnam, Rik de Voest, John Kimbrough, and 
Martin Burks. With no nominations from the floor, all were elected.  
 
On behalf of the committee, Elder Liston placed in nomination the following candidates to serve on 
the Nominating Committee for 2021-2022: 
 
Session, Chair     Ted Smith (second term) 
Session, Vice Chair    Don Robinson 
Deacon     John Kimbrough 
Congregation at Large (2)   Peter Latterner 

John Mabior  
Adult Education/Discipleship Ministry Newlin Morgan 
Congregational Care Ministry   Martin Burks 
Finance and Stewardship or Facilities Zack Koutsandreas 
Men’s Ministry    Kevin Jackson    
Outreach/Missions Ministry    Lina Zenni 
Women’s Ministry    Susan Scola  
Worship Ministry    John Richards 
Young Adult Ministry    Daniel Falcone 
Youth Ministry    Dan Kauffman 
Pastor – ex officio (without vote)  Dr. Todd Smedley 
 
With no nominations from the floor, all were elected.  
 
Vote on Session's Recommendation to Call Rev. David Frerichs as Associate Pastor 
Clerk Dirk Rankin presented Session’s recommendation, noting that David Frerichs was ordained 
and installed as Assistant Pastor in October 2020. In January 2021 Session voted to recommend this 
new call and the Presbytery of the East endorsed this call. As a recommendation from Session, the 
motion that the congregation call Rev. David Frerichs as Associate Pastor of Fourth Presbyterian 
Church for College, Young Adults, and Fellows Program, effective February 7, 2021, needed no 
second.  Following a request to clarify the difference between Assistant and Associate Pastors, the 
motion was approved by voice vote. 
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Roll of the Church Triumphant 
The clerk read the 2020 Roll of the Church Triumphant. 
 

Raj Edwards     1/02/2020 
June Brown     2/12/2020 
Carolyn Bibault     2/22/2020 
Yu Daniel “Esther” Kim    2/29/2020 
Barbara Bowers     3/11/2020 
Doris Teunis     3/15/2020 
Clive Wilson      4/24/2020 
Ashby Chamberlin    5/20/2020 
John Gustafson     6/09/2020 
Suzanne Kim     6/13/2020 
Doug White     6/26/2020 
Joy Kurkjian     7/19/2020 
Jim Robinson     7/28/2020 
Marge Downey     8/01/2020 
John Hocker     8/19/2020 
Clark Foulke     9/17/2020 
Don Dean      10/01/2020 
Mae McNamara   10/04/2020 
Harry Lincoln    11/18/2020 
Linda Rhodes   11/24/2020  
Alfred Brobson, Jr.  12/11/2020 
Luella LeVee   12/29/2020 

 
After Wyeth Duncan led the congregation in singing the Doxology, Dr. Todd Smedley closed the 
meeting with a benediction.  
 
 
 
__________________  _____________________ 
Elder Dirk Rankin   Rev. Dr. Todd M. Smedley 
Clerk of Session   Moderator 
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