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Dear Fourth Church Family,
Of all the many meetings I lead and attend throughout the year, my favorite is the meeting 
where new members join our fellowship. To hear the diverse stories of God’s redeeming grace 
in the lives of our brothers and sisters is inspiring and deeply humbling. The most recent New 

Members Reception in November was no 
exception! 

A consistent message in our new members’ 
stories is their thankfulness to have found 
Fourth and become a part of our family. This 
is a testimony of God’s grace at work in our 
church. Nothing makes a pastor’s heart fuller 
than hearing how the saints in the church 
have welcomed, blessed, and encouraged those 
coming into our fellowship. Not only do people 
want to be here, but they are thrilled to be a 
part of this sweet fellowship. All praise be to 
God!

Within this report you will find statistics and 
information about the ministries and mission 
of Fourth throughout 2021. While important, 
they convey only a small slice of all the Lord 
is doing in and through you, Fourth Church. 
As I reflect on the past year, it is heartening 
to remember that God is faithfully writing 
Fourth’s story and each of us is a vital part of it. 

It is a joy to see so many more people back 
in worship on the Lord’s Day, enjoying the 
presence of Christ at the center of our life 
together. The glorious gospel of our Lord is still 
shaping our community, and we pray and trust 
his grace continues to sweeten our fellowship. 

It has been a delight to see God’s kingdom advancing as he has added many new saints to our 
number this past year. And, with the energy invested in our new Mission DMV ministry, we are 
serving our neighbors with the love of Christ in more consistent and tangible ways.

I hope reading these pages will fill your heart with joy and thanks to our great God as we 
prayerfully trust in his faithfulness and look forward to another year of his blessings on us.

Together in his grace and for his glory,

Dr. Todd M. Smedley
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HIGH LIGHTS 
Sunday School 
January to May
Pastor’s Classes met remotely, 
supplemented with recorded lectures.

•  9:30 Pastor’s Class: Nehemiah and 
Esther

• 11:00 Pastor’s Class: 1 & 2 Peter and Jude  

Summer
•  Song of Songs 

Independent study supplemented with recorded lectures and questions for 
personal reflection

• Spiritual Foundations of Marriage 
 Taught by Katie Chamberlin

September to December
There was great enthusiasm for returning to in-person classes taught by pastors 
and lay teachers, including:

•  9:30 Pastor’s Class (Mark) and 11:00 Pastor’s Class (Ecclesiastes) 
Lay Teachers: Mike Domenica, Phil Greendyk, and Pastoral Intern Nate 
Robbins

• GENtoREV Bible Overview (Old Testament) 
 Teachers: Robin King and Kent Talbert
•  Confessing Christ: Second Helvetic Confession 

Teachers: Mike Heiser, Paul Kiingi, Todd Lowe, Dirk Rankin, John Ritterpusch, and Jeremy 
Williams

•  Ephesians (online) 
Supplemented with questions for personal reflection and recorded lectures

Evening Zoom Classes
Consistently strong support and attendance, 
80–114 screens on average, representing 
approximately 115–160 people

Teaching on Tuesdays
• January–March: Jesus Answers Job
• April–June: Great Questions Christians Ask

Fourth Night on Wednesdays
• September–November: Beyond the Grave

A D U LT  D I S C I PL E S H I P

Annual Report 2021
ADULT D I S C I PL E S H I P

Pastoral Interns  
Sam Eligwe and Nate Robbins

448
Participants
Spring Semester 

(remote)

“I am amazed at the 
depth of study and 
discussion as well 
as the bond that has 
developed among us.” 
— John Erskine, table host

“I am so grateful for 
Dr. Norris’ teachings. 
Every single session 
was eye opening and 
precious.” 
— Alice Simmons



MEN’ S  MINISTRY
Due to the pandemic, the ministry was unable to gather for breakfast 
every other Tuesday or hold the Men’s Retreat in March. We eagerly 
anticipate our next retreat March 11-13, 2022, when Dr. Robert Norris 
will speak on “Faithful Men in a Pagan World.”

November 20 Men’s Conference
The annual Men’s Conference brought together 147 men as Dr. Norris 
taught from Acts 8 on how “The Lord Uses Men.” 

Men’s Proverbs Study (online)
“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” — Proverbs 27:17
Men of all ages gathered online for an informal study of Proverbs led by 
Steve Liston and Richard Morris.
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Pastor’s Class

Pastoral Interns  
Sam Eligwe and Nate Robbins

Rob Norris and Ed Franceski visit 
in the church office

362
Participants

Fall Semester 
(In-person)

70+
Weekly 

Volunteers
Fall Semester 

The Adult Discipleship ministry employed online and in-person classes 
(spring and fall) as well as independent study opportunities (summer) 
to meet the continuing challenge of maintaining an effective equipping 
ministry amidst the restrictions imposed by the pandemic. 

“Getting together virtually each week with 
other guys to read and discuss a chapter of 
Proverbs has been an easy way to challenge 
myself and get support to live out my faith 
in practical ways.” 
— Steve Liston



CO M M U N I TY  G R O U P S  
&  S H E PH E R D I N G

COMMUNITY  GROUPS
“Though the congregation continued to experience the 
effects of the pandemic in 2021, Community Groups 
continued as a context for constant friendship and 
meaningful fellowship between church members. 
During the first half of the year, groups met via Zoom for 
theologically substantive, encouraging, and engaging 
conversation. In the second half of the year, groups 
were delighted to begin meeting in-person both 
outdoors and indoors. Many groups maintain regular 
contact with Fourth missionaries and several groups 
served together in October with Mission DMV’s Family 
Serve Day.” 
— Rev. Thomas Myrick

SHEPHERDING
The elders of Fourth Presbyterian Church have 
a charge before the Lord to “shepherd the flock 
of God among us” (1 Peter 5:2) by ensuring that 
every member is personally known, well cared 
for, growing in Christian discipleship, and actively 
using their gifts for the glory of Christ. To this end, 
each elder takes individual responsibility for 
a “flock” of member households. He prays for 
them daily and seeks to make contact with 
those members quarterly throughout the 
year. If you have a prayer request, need care, or 
would like help plugging into the ministry of the 
church, we encourage you to get in touch with your 
shepherd elder. If he doesn’t have an answer for you 
immediately, he can help connect you with the right 
person.

“I love our  
community group now 
more than ever before. 
We happen to find 
ourselves at our weakest 
point ever, but our 
Community Group is the 
healthiest and strongest 
that it has ever been. 
That is very sweet to 
me. The Lord has shown 
himself strong in our 
weakness and for that 
we’re very thankful.”
—a Community Group leader

Numbers of Note
19 Community Groups

43 Leaders and Hosts

400 Total Participants

267 Distinct Community 
Group Meetings

Did You Know?
•  Fourth has 83 elders and 1,380 

members.
•  In 2021, our elders made 1500 

contacts with church members in 
the form of telephone calls, emails, 
and notes.

November 17: Dr. Todd Smedley read the 
membership vows as we welcomed 44 new 

members into the Fourth Church family.
Annual Report 2021
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New Members



CO N G R E G AT I O N A L  CA R E

WE LCOMING GUESTS
“As we emerged from the pandemic lockdown, we began to focus 
on steps to improve how we greet and welcome all who come to 
Fourth. From first-time guests to longtime members, our goal was 
to see everyone receive a warm welcome and clear direction on 
getting more deeply involved in the life of the church. It was so 
encouraging to see many new people finding a Community Group 
or Sunday School class or even hearing the gospel and coming to 
profess Jesus as their Lord and Savior. Thanks be to God!”
— Nate Robbins, Pastoral Intern (former)

Highlights
•  We set up new welcome tables in high 

traffic areas and staffed them with gracious 
volunteers willing to give a few minutes of 
their Sunday to enter into conversation and 
extend a warm greeting. Ernie Snowden and 
Al Wong held meetings over Zoom to help 
equip everyone. The Lord blessed us with a 
wonderful group who were willing to stay 
flexible as COVID continued to play out.

•  To serve the large number of visitors in 
summer and early fall, our team hosted a 
Visitor Meet and Greet in the Commons on 
October 3 where several new families spent 
time getting to know one another along with 
elders and staff. 

•  We looked to the future 
by sitting down with 
architects for the 
Sanctuary Renewal 
project and mapping out a 
new space to expand our 
hospitality efforts.

Pressing On
•  Congregational Care partnered with Local Missions 

and Youth on the monthly Collection and Food Drive by 
providing volunteers and distributing donated goods

•  The ministry continued making calls and visits to shut-
in members and passing on needs to the deacons.

•  We maintained close relationships with Gaithersburg 
Elementary School for student and family needs, as 
well as Samaritan Inns, Central Union Mission, and 
YoungLives.

•  The Griefshare and Blended Family ministries resumed 
meeting in person.

•  Yarns for Hope met regularly to knit and crochet gifts 
to benefit Romanian Christian Enterprises, Rockville 
Women’s Center, YoungLives, and the Deacon’s 
Thanksgiving Bags.

Numbers of Note
 24  Meals delivered by Acts of 

Compassion meal ministry to 
six families as they recovered 
from medical procedures or 
hospitalization

 207  Welcome bags for new visitors 
coordinated by Jean Bronson, 
Emily Robbins, and Sallie 
Holdrich

 84   New visitors Judy Anderson 
and Nate Robbins contacted 
by telephone or email

 90  Ushers and greeters led by 
Ernie Snowden 

 6   Meals coordinated over a 
two-week period by Elaine 
Sledgister and Kira Hettinger 
for each of three families with 
newborns

Children’s Director Paige Malkus 
at a welcome table
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David Deerin and Nate 
Robbins visit with Paul 
and Carolyn Kokulis
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COUN S E LING
Professional and licensed Christian 
counseling has been a part of Fourth’s 
ministry to the community for over 
35 years. In 2021, Licensed Clinical 
Counselors Kevin Schick and Jessica 
Schick served 200 clients with a 
total of 1500 counseling sessions 
completed. Top concerns were anxiety, 
depression, relationship struggles, 
trauma, grief, and general mental, 
emotional, and spiritual well-being.

BOARD OF  DEACONS
“Scripture teaches, ‘So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who are of the household of 
faith’ (Galatians 6:10). In our role as deacons, we 
have always had opportunity to do good as the 
Holy Spirit continually moves the congregation to 
generosity. Praise God, we have never had to turn 
down a valid need.” 
— Wyatt Hardiman, Chair

Jessica Schick

CO N G R E G AT I O N A L  CA R E  (continued)

Kevin Schick

Deacons Angie Falcone and Jinny Szabo 
prepare Thanksgiving bags to bless families 

nominated by Fourth members

Numbers of Note
 $106,000   Assistance distributed among 

approximately 400 individuals

 700   Notes written to those with prayer 
concerns

 37   Bereaved individuals contacted to 
offer assistance

 30   Congregants with ongoing needs 
received care

 28  Served as deacons in 2021

Annual Report 2021
CONGREGATIONAL CARE

“I was overwhelmed by your 
generosity and caring. As 
a widow, I am especially 
grateful to be enfolded within 
my church family and feel 
loved and cared for.” 
— a church member



S PE CIAL  BLESSINGS 
Highlights

•  14 participants, ages 6 to 40, representing 12 families
•  10 students (kindergarten through adult) and 2 siblings attended online Sunday School, 

which included 19 lessons on compassion and 10 lessons on honesty.
•  Special Blessings students attended 

an online session with missionary 
Melinda Lyons as part of this year’s 
Missions Conference. 

•  Moms’ and Dads’ Support Groups 
met separately online several 
times a month for mutual support 
and encouragement, welcoming 
fellow parents from Fourth and 
elsewhere. Both groups completed 
book studies and took time to pray, 
give thanks, and share evidences of 
God’s kindness.

•  The Young Women’s group stayed 
connected via online fun and games.

•  The Young Adult and Special 
Blessings ministries came together 
in May for a fellowship mixer at Top 
Golf in Germantown.

The Young Adults and Special Blessings ministries 
made an outing to Top Golf in Germantown this spring

(Above) Special Blessing’s Sunday School 
class this fall on Zoom

“Our Special Blessings families 
remained active and engaged 
during a year of transition for 
this ministry to those with special 
needs and their families. We said 
a fond farewell to Audrey Muteru 
with thanks for her five years of 
leadership and service. In God’s 
providence, we are richly blessed 
with an experienced and faithful 
team of volunteers — Tricia 
Han, Mike Garver, Claudia and 
Garrie Barnes, and Yangsook 
Cho — who stepped in to lead our 
mostly online gatherings. We look 
forward to further integrating 
the members of this vital ministry 
into the life of our church and 
serving them in person!”
 — Noel Bradley, on behalf of Special Blessings
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FA M I LY  M I N I ST R I E S

CHILD RE N’ S  MINISTRY

“It was a delight to see and 
hear children inside the 
building once we were able 
to meet indoors and resume 
our regular schedule of 
classes and activities. I am 
filled with gratitude for the 
wonderful volunteers who 
invest their time and energy 
in teaching our children. It 
is a privilege to watch these 
children grow in their faith 
and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
— Paige Malkus, Children’s Ministry Director

“We will not hide them 
from their children, 
but tell to the coming 
generation the glorious 
deeds of the Lord, and 
his might, and the 
wonders that he has 
done.”
— Psalm 78:4

“I was so appreciative that the children’s activities 
continued despite the pandemic. From outdoor Preschool 
Story Time to Sunday School and Children’s Church, the 
teachers are always engaged and committed to coming up 
with creative crafts and stories to help children learn about 
the Bible and God’s love for them. All of these experiences 
have combined to lay a wonderful foundation of faith for my 
[two kindergarten-aged] boys to build upon.” 
— Heather Bock, parent

Bibles were presented to 15 second 
graders in November during a 
morning service.

Children’s Ministry hosted “Terrifc 
Thursdays” in July 

Children and parents made graham cracker 
creations at the Family Advent Celebration 

on December 3 with 200 in attendance.

(Left) 
Lauren 
Perrin 
and Faith 
Howell 
making up 
Easter Gift 
Bags



YOUTH  MINISTRY
“Over the past year, we have been encouraged by the Lord’s faithfulness during 
a time of transition in the youth department. I couldn’t help but feel grateful 
as I looked out at 25 middle and high school students huddled in groups on the 
steps before the evening service, praying for God to work in the lives of their 
friends. This was the scene at one of our TIC-TAC meetings (Truth in Culture 
– Truth and Culture) where we’ve been addressing topics in Christianity and 
how they relate to the culture in which we live. It has been a huge blessing to 
have our pastors, current fellows, youth and Summer Staff, and wise men 
and women of the church come alongside us to minister to students at these 
gatherings. 

After TIC-TAC all of our students join the evening service to worship together 
and then enjoy fellowship over ice cream.

Our leaders meetings have been another highlight as 50 men and women, all 
volunteers with the youth in some capacity, gather to discuss how to better 
lead and teach our students. We have been in awe of God’s provision in raising 
up so many people with a passion to train up the next generation.”
—Taylor Davis, High School Girls Director (former)

High school gathering at Rocklands Farm in June

About 100 youth attended Summer Camp 
at NorthBay Adventure Camp

Students and staff take a break on 
their July bike trip to Harpers Ferry, 
West Virginia
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2021 Summer Staffers and 
Youth Staff at their final 

retreat of the summer
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“...We are loving the Sunday afternoon Bible 
studies/evening service/ice cream hangout. It has 
been a huge blessing to see kids sitting in groups 
across the street digging into God’s word together 
and having the Sanctuary filled with youth on 
Sunday nights! What a gift for these kids to learn 
to love church.

When I was in high school at Fourth, the evening 
service during the summer was always packed 
with teenagers and their families … all that great 
preaching soaked into my heart, soul, and mind 
and helped me navigate life during college. I also 
learned to look forward to worshipping together 
with God’s people every week which has given me 
a strong foundation and commitment to God’s 
people and weekly Sabbath worship. This is a true 
gift for these teenagers.” 
—Parent of a high school girl and guy

“It was heartening 
to see middle  
schoolers filling out 
a six-person pod 
[group of chairs] 
with their youth 
leader [in the 9:30 
service]. I’m sure 
their parents were 
equally happy to 
have them spend 
time with their 
co-laborer in 
raising them to 
be godly young 
women. What an 
investment you are 
making … Keep on 
being ‘with’ them! 
(Mark 3:14).” 
— An observant congregant

“[Summer staff] have 
been nothing but 
wonderful to have 
around. They are 
incredibly thoughtful 
and mature and helpful 
and pleasant. We are 
truly enjoying them and 
see them both working 
hard to help the students 
grow in Christ.”
— A Summer Staff host family

Rachel André leads a session  
during the 8th grade missions trip

FA M I LY  M I N I ST R I E S

YOUTH  MINISTRY  (continued)

Annual Report 2021
FAMILY MINISTRIES



“We are so incredibly grateful for this 
investment in our girls’ lives. This was 
eternally significant work, and we have 
already seen these times bearing fruit in 
our daughter’s life.” 
— Dad with a middle school girl involved in discipleship 

“...Your summer staffers 
are knocking it out of the 
park. I can’t believe how 
quickly they’ve welcomed 
my girls this summer… you 
guys are just doing such an 
incredible job loving these 
kids so well and pointing 
them to Christ!”
— Mom of middle and high school students

Students prepare for the bike trip 
to Harpers Ferry in July

Weekly high school event in June

Summer and Youth Staff: Jack Bradley, Brad Way, Taylor 
Davis, Rachel Andr�, Caroline Wiltz, Kaleigh O’Connell, 
Stefan Wiltz, Julia Walker, Grant Taylor, Mark Moran, 

Michael O’Halloran, Warner Mehl, and  Libby Hults

Annual Report 2021
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M I S S I O N S

“The Missions Ministry of Fourth works to fulfill the Great Commission 
to make disciples among every people group worldwide through 
supporting missionaries, promoting awareness and involvement of our 
congregation, and effectively praying for our missionaries. In spite of the 
pandemic, the gospel continues to spread, and when non-native workers 
have had to leave, often nationals have taken over the work.” 
— Janie Randell, Director of Missions  

Highlights
•  Fourth supports 47 missionaries and 

9 missionary organizations through 
partnership and finances.

• Our Annual Missions Conference focused on prayer and was held  
partially on Zoom, which gave opportunity to include missionaries  
stationed overseas. We followed up with a Week of 24/7 Prayer with  
over 150 congregants praying in person and over Zoom.

•  In 2021, we added new national missionaries, Prosper and Catherine 
Nongnide, Wycliffe Benin, West Africa, and two new partnerships: 
ROSE Women’s Foundation, Kenya, and International Christian 
Community Eurasia (ICC-E). 

•  We had three missionary couples retire (Painters, Olsons, Lanhams) 
and redirected support formerly for the Painters to the International 
Christian Community - Europe (ICC-E), an organization Dan Painter 
started.

•  The pandemic limited missions trips, but 16 middle school students 
traveled to Delaware with Urban Promise for a week to assist with a Bible 
Day Camp for underprivileged students. 

•  The Alpha ministry hosted 
three sessions with a 
total of 31 attendees, 
one follow-up class with 
10 participants, and 11 
volunteer leaders.

• English Classes are 
now volunteer-led. Online instruction 
encompasses 12 teachers, 18 conversation 
partners, and 6 support volunteers with 16 
countries represented by 42 students.

Robert Norris and Todd Smedley traveled to Egypt in 
November to teach and equip pastors who minister in the 

Middle East. The trip was under the auspices of Arab World 
Evangelical Ministers’ Association (AWEMA).

Dr. Robert (“Robby”) Hamd with a child 
enrolled in The Philemon Project’s 

GROW Early Childhood Development 
Center in Beirut, Lebanon

Julia Gray (center in white) and Anders 
Vendt (not pictured) interned with Romanian 

Christian Enterprises in the summer
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“Friends, thank you 
for your prayer and 
support that enables 
us to focus on the work 
of the Kingdom in [an 
unreached area]. It is 
a real joy to be part of 
what God is doing in 
this part of the world!” 
- from our 
Missionaries

“This has been an incredibly 
difficult and complex year 
and your participation 
helped make it possible for 
me to love students well and 
to lead them more and more 
toward Jesus.”
- from our Missionaries

“While at times we feel stretched and 
pressured, still we sense the grace that 
your prayer support brings.”
- from our Missionaries



M I S S I O N  D M V

With a renewed sense of call, 2021 has been a year of developing creative approaches to 
“neighbor-loving service” while continuing to serve the poor and broken of the DMV. The Lord 
blessed us with considerable progress in defining a ministry purpose, organizing and expanding 
service opportunity, and forming an energetic team to lead the effort.

Mission DMV’s Focus
•  Deepening working relationships with 

other ministries and organizations who 
serve the vulnerable

•  Mobilizing Fourth volunteers to provide a 
balance of relief and transformational help 

•   Demonstrating Christ’s love by committing 
to prayer, fellowship, and gospel sharing

Highlights
•  Established a session-led Mission DMV 

Committee and initiated a search for a full-
time Director

•   Formalized relationships with valued 
partners including Central Union Mission, 
Samaritan Inns, Rockville Women’s Center, 
YoungLives, and Cornerstone Schools of 
Washington, DC.

•   We provided meaningful and 
compassionate service via:

-    October 16 Day of Service: 110 
volunteers landscaped properties, 
painted fences, prepared/served meals, 
and cleaned residences at Samaritan 
Inns, Central Union Mission, and Camp 
Bennett. Several Fourth ministries and 
seven Community Groups were represented.

-     Collection and Food Drive: Fourth Church responded to 12 
youth-led drives with 1,245 donations. The drives provided 
food, clothing, and household items for families in need 
including 12,000 diapers and 400 bags of food.

-     Samaritan Inns: Monthly meal drop-offs at the Clark Inn 
Residential Treatment Program fed 24 single mothers and 
their families. Clothing, household goods, and diapers were   

 also provided.
-     YoungLives: Nearly 50 

volunteers supported 
ministry activities 
including meals for club 
meetings, support of 
a pop-up shop of donated diapers and clothes, beautification of 
Mary Elizabeth House, and babysitting for the children of teen 
moms attending annual camp.

-  Christmas Toy Drives: Fourth's Young Adults, Women’s   
 Ministry, and congregation-at-large worked with valued   
 partners, Central Union Mission and YoungLives, in generous   
 support of two toy drives to help low-income families.

“We are so grateful to the 50+ 
amazing volunteers… who gave  
much-needed TLC to beautify our 
Inns. The men, women, teens, and 
pre-teens … demonstrated what 
Christ calls us to do as believers.  
‘For even the Son of Man did not come 
to be served, but to serve, and to give 
His life a ransom for many.’ (Mark 
10:45). Thank you, thank you, and 
may God continue to bless each of 
you for being a blessing to those  
most in need.” 
— Lauren Vaughan, CEO Samaritan Inns
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Lauren Vaughan and Vickie Harrod of 
Samaritan Inns with Larry Huff and Ron 

Meyer at Fourth’s October 16 Serve Day

Pam Roylance with Family Ministry 
Director Tracy Duncan and CEO Joe 
Mettimono of Central Union Mission



Fellows Abby Vendt, Katelyn Beam, and 
Anna Tope volunteering at Cornerstone 
School in Washington, DC

Above and below: 8th graders who volunteered  
with Urban Promise

Annual Report 2021
M

IS
S

IO
N

 D
M

V

16
MISS ION DMV (continued)

Jay Smith, Eric Vendt, and Mike Domenica 
paint a fence at Central Union Mission on the 

October 16 Serve Day

(Left) L to R:  
Ellen Greendyk,  
Phil Greendyk,  
Paul Greendyk, 
Genevieve Greendyk, 
Asriel Greendyk, 
Vincent Greendyk, 
and Larry Huff on 
October 16



“Over this second stormy wave of COVID, Women’s Ministry has remained calm and steady with our 
traditional circles, the Reformed Reading Group, and the Cancer Support group continuing to meet either 
masked and indoors or the preferred – when weather permitted – outside! And COVID couldn’t stop our 
Summer Book Clubs and our two seasonal hikes. 

We tried a hybrid se offering in-person Generation to Generation (G2G) on Wednesday mornings and three 
Zoom options. All told, we ended up with 82 women attending weekly Bible studies.

But the highlight this year was an online video presentation to take the place of our Spring Tea and Annual 
Retreat. Created in cooperation with the Communications team and featuring the women of Fourth, the 
hour-long video was entitled, ‘Strength for Today, Bright Hope for Tomorrow.’ It included a talk, music, 
and testimonies by 17 ladies who spoke briefly but boldly to the faithfulness of God in a hard season.  
 

The video began with one younger woman’s 
words … ‘I knew that God cared about what 
was going on outside my house, but did he 
really sympathize with a frantic mom on a 
Zoom call with a screaming toddler in the 
background?’ … and ended with one of our 
more senior women sharing, ‘My greatest fear 
was that my husband who lived in an assisted 
living home might contract the disease and 
die alone and that I would be widowed alone 
… and both happened.’ By popular request, 
the video remains on the Women’s Ministry 
webpage to enjoy.” 
— Jean Bronson 
Director of Women’s Ministry

WO M E N ’ S  M I N I ST RY Annual Report 2021
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Annual Women’s Hike in the C & O 
Canal Historical Park

Women’s Circle at the Gilbert’s

Wednesday Morning 
G2G Groups



18

Sanctuary Renewal presentation, October 10

WO R S H I P

707
Quarter 2

756
Quarter 3

392
Quarter 1

Average In-Person 
Sunday Attendance

804
Quarter 4

Outdoor services on Easter Sunday

Tommy, Abigail, and Mary Myrick enjoy 
dessert after an Evening Service in July.

Sermon Series: Morning
“Fear Not” January–March
“Gospel of John”  
April–November 
“Advent According to Isaiah” 
Four Sundays of Advent

Sermon Series: Evening
“At the Table with Jesus” January 3–April 4
“The Letter of James” April 11–July 25 
“The Gospel According to Elijah and 
Elisha” September 5–January 9, 2022
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5 Weddings
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13
Infants

3
Adult 

Believers

6
Youth 

Believers

Baptisms



WO R S H I P

M US IC  MINISTRY
“While 2021 started out as a difficult year for musical activity, I am pleased to report that the end of 
our year is a different story! All musical ensembles have resumed playing and rehearsing at least in 
some capacity, and I am grateful we have been able to continue singing in worship (whether masked, 
socially distanced, or via online services), throughout the pandemic. 

Highlights
January–August

•  Early in the year, Wyeth and I were pleased to play organ and help lead congregational 
singing during worship.

•  Thanks to all who volunteered to offer special anthems as soloists and in small 
ensembles throughout the winter, spring, and into the summer. 

•  Our section leaders from the Sanctuary Choir also offered beautiful choral anthems as a 
quartet during this time. 

•  A brass quintet helped lead worship on Easter Sunday at both the indoor and outdoor 
services and a “Festival Choir” graciously took time to work on a beautiful anthem. 

•  With the arrival of summer, our Summer Choir was able to sing together indoors for the 
first time in over a year. 

•  In late August, we were delighted to host a hymn sing with Sandra McCracken and Tim 
Nicholson in lieu of our regular evening service.

September–December
•  The Covenant, Celebration, and High School Choirs, and Fourth Strings moved their 

rehearsals to Thursday evenings.
•  Ring Fourth! and Bells of the Trinity returned to rehearsing on Sunday afternoons.
•  Briannah Steele graciously agreed to direct the Fourth Strings as Susan Fuller is away 

with her husband Joel on sabbatical. 
•  The music department has been graced by Anna Tope’s skill and presence as a Music 

Intern, where she helps lead the Celebration Choir.

Annual Report 2021
W

O
R

S
H

IP

19

As we look ahead to the Sanctuary Renewal 
project, we pray that we can continue making 
progress toward full and robust activity in the 
Music Ministry. We’re grateful to be partners and 
co-laborers in the proclamation of the gospel.” 
—Ted Bickish, Director of Music
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WO R S H I P

Hymn Sing with Sandra McCracken 
and Tim Nicholson on August 29

Rehearsing for Lessons and Carols

“Marcia and I were thoroughly blessed 
by the organ concert Friday evening. 
We watched the video tour of the 
organ the night before the concert, 
which made the concert all the more 
meaningful as we were able to envision 
what was going on behind the walls.” 
— Ted Smith

“Robert and I wanted to let you know how much 
we appreciated the special music on Easter 
day! It was beyond wonderful to hear the brass 
and timpani again. The Festival Choir was able 
to produce such a full sound, in spite of being 
only eight singers. And Wyeth’s organ pieces 
were marvelous. The experience for the listener 
in the congregation was music that was rich, 
celebratory, and regal sounding. Thank you! 
Having beautiful music during the pandemic has 
been a highlight.”  
— Melissa Labutta
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“The Young Adult Ministry provides a place to connect with others who are in their 20s and 30s and 
offers pathways into the broader life of the church. Fourth Fellows are a subset of and vital participants 
in the larger young adult community.

‘Growth’ is the word that comes to mind as I think about the Young Adult community this past year.  
I see… 

•  Growing Faith. People are enjoying God more, taking serious steps of faith in dependence 
on him, and deepening their love for one another and for the Church.

• Growing Numbers. We have had a great response to returning to in-person class this fall.
•  Growing Connection. Overall, the young adults have many more meaningful 

intergenerational relationships than they did just two years ago, and this is good for 
everyone!

•  Growing Commitment. Examples include young adults who grew up at Fourth returning 
to the church, Fellows program commitments, home purchases, engagements, marriages, 
and a rapidly increasing number of young adults who are church members.

•  Growing Balance. Young Adults at Fourth used to be defined as people who came to 
one class on Sundays at 11:00 a.m. But I am encouraged by the significant and growing 
numbers of young adults who now also:

- participate in worship services (Christ-Centered Worship)
-  participate in a Bible study, Community Group, or Pastors Class table (Gospel- 

Shaped Community)
-  are making disciples through the youth 

ministry or global missions  
(Kingdom-Advancing Multiplication)

-  and are engaged in various forms of  
Neighbor-Loving Service.”

— Rev. David Frerichs

October at Camp Wabanna, Edgewater, MD

Rachel Andr� and Rebecca Thar

Numbers of Note
 40-50   Participated regularly in the 

Sunday morning class this fall

 35+   Involved in some form of 
midweek Bible studies, 
discipleship, or community 
groups

 15+   Young adults completed the 
New Members Class in October

 60   Signed up for the Young Adults 
Retreat, October 29-31

Hannah Thompson, Alex 
Kiess, Anna Kate Peterson, 

and David Falcone

Young Adults 
Retreat



Lia Harrison, Julia Warker, Katelyn Rommel, 
Libby Hults, and Juliette Stewart en route to the 
College Retreat, July 16-18

Annual Report 2021
C

O
LLE

G
E

22
CO L L E G E

The College Ministry was very active during the summer of 2021, with Pastor David Frerichs 
and College Intern Seth Kreider offering a variety of weekly fellowship, fun, and faith-building 
opportunities for college-age young adults.

Highlights
• A summer kick-off camping adventure to Swallow Falls State Park
•  Weekly Sunday School class and table discussions (using the Pastor’s Class teachings on the 

Song of Solomon), often followed by a group lunch in Bethesda
•  College Summer Splash every Wednesday night with swimming and time in God’s Word 

exploring “What Would Jesus Ask: Jesus’ Tough Questions”
•  Each month featured special weekend events, including a Progressive Dinner and Beach Day to 

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware
•  An awesome weekend retreat in July to the Black Rock Retreat Center in Quarryville, PA; David 

Frerichs spoke on the topic of wisdom and met one-on-one with each student for a “spiritual 
health check-up”

“As I spoke with college students this summer, I was 
encouraged that although many are facing challenges, 
they are committed to walking with Christ and supporting 
each other through these difficulties.” 
— Rev. David  Frerichs

What can I do?
If you know a Christian college student, 

please check in with them about how 

they are doing, challenges they are 

facing, whether they have found a church 

near their school, etc. Some students 

appreciate phone calls, but most would 

rather connect over a meal when they are 

home on a break or communicate via text 

message.

Families approaching the college years 

can create intentional connections 

with other families from church so that 

there are already other mature believers 

involved in the lives of your kids as they 

transition to college and beyond.

Did You Know?
One of the strongest predictors of 

whether students who grew up in 

the church will continue to walk 

with Christ or not is the number 

of mature Christian adults in their 

lives throughout the high school, 

college, and post-college years.



F O U RT H  F E L LOWS

“This May we graduated 12 people from the inaugural class of Fourth 
Fellows. It was hard to say goodbye after seeing each other intensely 
for nine months, but it was not goodbye for good! Praise God that ten 
Fellows from our inaugural class now attend and serve at Fourth. 
Our second class of Fourth Fellows arrived in late August from as 
far away as New Hampshire and Michigan, eager to be knit into the 
congregation and dive into seminary classes, volunteer at Cornerstone 
School, and start their careers. We gathered recently with 12 other 
Fellows Programs to spend a weekend discussing the biblical mandate 
to do justice with mercy and humility. It was really impressive to see 150 
recent college grads dedicate an entire weekend to strengthening and 
sharpening each other as co-laborers in the gospel.” 
— Jennifer Redd, Fourth Fellows Co-Director

“I am learning to really live out Bonhoeffer’s “Life Together” mandates, 
being intentional with my fellow Fellows and growing close together 
through this shared experience ... What has surprised me most is how 
welcoming the church has been! I have never felt so connected to and 
rooted in an intergenerational church community so quickly. I am 
extremely grateful for that, knowing that finding a church home is 
not guaranteed while 
transitioning out of 
college.”
— Anna Kate 
Peterson, Fourth

Numbers of Note
14 Host families

More than 40 Monday 
meals cooked and enjoyed 

together

108 Cumulative seminary 
credits earned

55 Youth mentored 
through Bible Study 

groups for Fourth youth

9 Fourth Fellows invested 
weekly in tutoring and 
mentoring students at 

Cornerstone School

Fourth Fellows Class of 2022

Fellows on their way to the  
Micah 6:8 Retreat

Fellows Classes of 2021 and 2022
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“My faith has grown 
through the teaching, 
discipleship, and 
relationships I’ve formed 
in the Fourth community. 
I look forward to 
pursuing Christ with the 
rest of Fourth Church!”
— Boyd Peete, Fourth Fellows Class of 2021



Fourth Strings ready to play the  
prelude for Sunday morning worship

Choir rehearsing for Lessons and Carols

5500 River Road, Bethesda, Md. 20816
301-320-3600  |  4thpres.org

“...the first, the 
best, and the most 
important concern 
of the church is 
to worship the 
triune God, and to 
experience the sense 
of his presence 
enthroned on the 
praises of his people 
(Psalm 22:3)” 
— Sinclair B. Ferguson

Lessons and Carols, December 16


