
PRELUDE Selection of Carols for Harp and Oboe     
 Phil Sargeant, oboe; Eric Sabatino, harp 

*CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Adeste Fideles

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!

Come and behold him, born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

*CALL TO WORSHIP   

 Pastor: Glory to God in highest heaven. And on earth peace for those on whom his glory rests.

 All: In the tender compassion of our God, the light has come to us who lived in darkness.

 Pastor: The Word has become flesh, has come to dwell among us, and we have seen his glory.

 All: Glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.

 Pastor: To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given. Alleluia.

 All: All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. Alleluia.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*HYMN NO. 133    “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. David Frerichs

Almighty God, you are rich in mercy to all those who call upon you; hear us now as we come humbly into your presence 
confessing our sins and imploring your mercy and forgiveness. We have broken your Holy Law by word and deed. We 
have ignored your presence in the Spirit, and have failed to look for the return of our Savior and our Judge. Have mercy 
upon us and in your great goodness put away our offenses and cleanse us from our sins, and grant to us newness of life in 
which to serve you through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*HYMN NO. 125 “Joy to the World!”  Antioch

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–14 page 572, pew Bible
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PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  

ANTHEM   “I Wonder as I Wander” John Jacob Niles
Justin Harrison, bass-baritone; Wyeth Duncan, piano

I wonder as I wander out under the sky
How Jesus, the Savior, had come for to die
For poor on’ry people, like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, t’was in a cow’s stall
With wisemen and farmers and shepherds and all,

But high in God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,
And the promise of ages, it then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing

Or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing
He surely could have it, for he was the king!

I wonder as I wander out under the sky
How Jesus, the Savior, had come for to die
For poor on’ry people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.
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THE PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD

NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 1:18–25 page 807, pew Bible                       

SERMON   “Christ the Savior Is Born” Dr. Todd M. Smedley

*HYMN NO. 132 “Angels We Have Heard on High” Gloria

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

*THE NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father before all worlds, 
God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father; by 
whom all things were made.

Who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, 
and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; the third day he 
rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and he 
shall come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the 
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



THE INVITATION 

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

THE COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN  “Silent Night” Stille Nacht
verses 2–3, unaccompanied

Silent night, holy night, all is calm all is bright.
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,

Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord at thy birth. Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star lend thy light,
With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE   “Joy to the World!”  arr. Donald Hustad
   Wyeth Duncan, organ

*Congregation standing as able

To share the light, please tip the unlit candle toward the lit one. If you do not want your candle lit, 
keep it close to you. Please extinguish candles at the end of the service and place in boxes by the Sanctuary doors. 
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2021

MORNING SERVICE 
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“The Light and the Glory”
Luke 2:22–38

Dr. Scott Redd
 

EVENING SERVICE 
6:00 p.m.

“A Tale of Two Cities”
2 Kings 2:19–25

Rev. David Frerichs
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated.


