
PRELUDE    Selection of Carols for Harp and Oboe    
Phil Sargeant, oboe; Eric Sabatino, harp

*HYMN NO. 155     “Once in Royal David’s City” Irby

 Verse 1: Missy Curl, soprano

 Organ Interlude: The congregation is invited to stand and sing.

 Verses 2-4:        All

*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 Pastor: In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

 All: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 Pastor:  The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.

 All:  Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not 
  walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 

 Pastor: “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

 All: “I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not remain 
  in darkness.”

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION   

*HYMN   “On Christmas Night”  Sussex Carol

On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring;
On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring:
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful king’s birth.

Then why should we on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad?
Then why should we on earth be sad, since our Redeemer made us glad?

When from our sin he set us free, all for to gain our liberty.

When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place;
When sin departs before his grace, then life and health come in its place;

Angels and men with joy may sing, all for to see the newborn king.

All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night;
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night:

“Glory to God and peace to men, now and for evermore. Amen.”
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION  Rev. Corey Gray

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that 
we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of 
David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a 
son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

*HYMN NO. 125 “Joy to the World!”  Antioch

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–14 page 572, pew Bible

ANTHEM    “I Wonder as I Wander” John Jacob Niles
Justin Harrison, bass-baritone; Wyeth Duncan, piano

I wonder as I wander out under the sky
How Jesus, the Savior, had come for to die
For poor on’ry people, like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

When Mary birthed Jesus, t’was in a cow’s stall
With wisemen and farmers and shepherds and all,

But high in God’s heaven a star’s light did fall,
And the promise of ages, it then did recall.

If Jesus had wanted for any wee thing
A star in the sky or a bird on the wing

Or all of God’s angels in heaven for to sing
He surely could have it, for he was the king!

I wonder as I wander out under the sky
How Jesus, the Savior, had come for to die
For poor on’ry people like you and like I.
I wonder as I wander out under the sky.

©1934 G. Schirmer Inc., CCLI License #397028

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION  

*HYMN NO. 133    “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn

ANTHEM    “Nativity Carol” John Rutter
Sanctuary Choir; Ted Bickish, director; Wyeth Duncan, organ

Born in a stable so bare, born so long ago;
Born neath light of star, he who loved us so.



Far away, silent he lay, born today, your homage pay,
Christ is born for aye, born on Christmas day.

Cradled by mother so fair, tender her lullaby;
Over her son so dear angel hosts fill the sky.

Wise men from distant far land, shepherds from starry hills.
Worship this babe so rare, hearts with his warmth he fills.

Love in that stable was born into our hearts to flow;
Innocent dreaming babe, make me thy love to know.
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NEW TESTAMENT READING Matthew 1:18–25 page 807, pew Bible

SERMON    “Christ the Savior Is Born”  Dr. Todd M. Smedley 

*HYMN      “Silent Night” Stille Nacht
Missy Curl, soprano

 All: Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright.
  Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild,
  Sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 

 Soloist: Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
  Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
  Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

  Long ago and far away, Jesus in a manger lay
  In Bethlehem this morning. Glory, honor, laud, and praise
  Be to God for endless days. Christ was born to save! 

 All: Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light,
  With the angels let us sing, alleluia to our King;
  Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born!

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE   “Joy to the World!”  arr. Donald Hustad
   Wyeth Duncan, organ

*Congregation standing as able

To share the light, please tip the unlit candle toward the lit one. If you do not want your candle lit, 
keep it close to you. Please extinguish candles at the end of the service and place in boxes by the Sanctuary doors. 
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MORNING SERVICE 
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“The Light and the Glory”
Luke 2:22–38

Dr. Scott Redd
 

EVENING SERVICE 
6:00 p.m.

“A Tale of Two Cities”
2 Kings 2:19–25

Rev. David Frerichs
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated.
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