
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
Sanctuary Renewal Campaign 

What are the broad goals of  the campaign? 

1. Sanctuary Renewal  
• To preserve our primary worship space by repairing what is broken and renewing what is 

tired and worn. 
• To prepare a warm, welcoming, well-fitted church home, primed and ready to serve current 

and future generations. 

2. Debt Elimination 
• In addition to renewing the Sanctuary, the Sanctuary Renewal Campaign seeks to pay off  

the balance of  the debt from previous construction. Eliminating all debt will free up 100% of  
church funds for ministry purposes and position Fourth for upcoming projects such as  
investing in housing for future pastors. 

What is the total cost? 
The cost has two components — the cost of  Sanctuary Renewal and the cost of  paying off  debt from 
the previous project. We have been actively working with contractors to get firm numbers and are  
confident with $7 million as the total cost to accomplish both goals. 

How can I get involved? 
• Pray that gospel advance and spiritual fruit in many lives will flow out of  our investment in this 

important project. 
• Pray for the Session, committee chairs, and committee members, and ask the Lord to superintend 

the process from start to finish.  
• Stop by the table in Halverson Hall on Sundays in October and early November to speak with 

representatives of  the Sanctuary Renewal Campaign Committee. Dates will be October 17, 24, 
and 31; November 7 and 14. 

• Support this project financially. 
 
How do I give, and can I focus my giving on certain aspects of  the project? 
1) First, pray, and ask the Lord to direct you in your giving. Psalm 32:8: “I will instruct you and teach you 
in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.”

• Give by check. Drop your check in the offering with “Sanctuary Renewal” clearly written in the 
“For” line. 

• Give online. Visit 4thpres.org/give and look for the prominent “Give Now” button. Then, from 
the “Select Gift Fund” menu, choose “Sanctuary Renewal”. 

• Give weekly or monthly. Fill out a Commitment Envelope at the Sanctuary Renewal 
Presentation or in the weeks immediately following to confirm your recurring giving plan.  
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2) Everyone’s giving will be to the project as a whole. There will be a single Sanctuary Renewal fund to 
support the combined goals of  preserving and improving the Sanctuary and eliminating existing debt. 

What changes are planned? 

Sanctuary 
Planned updates and modifications include: 

• New HVAC system to be installed in the attic of  the Sanctuary 
• New stained glass, Palladian window in the chancel 
• Relocating the existing stained glass window for preservation and prominent display  

in Halverson Hall 
• Updated windows for the side walls 
• Expansion of  the chancel and two rows of  portable seating to allow for large scale, seasonal 

programs 
• Relocating the pulpit to the center of  the chancel and making it movable for weddings and  

programs which require more open space 
• Refinishing all pews 
• Replacement of  flooring and carpet 
• Improved lighting throughout the space 
• Architectural improvements, plaster repairs, fresh paint 

	 Narthex 
• To bring more natural light into the space, a window will be added on either side of  the 

front door and a transom window will be added above it. 
• Windows will also be added to the wall between the Narthex and Sanctuary to carry light 

into the Sanctuary and improve connection with the Sanctuary upon entry to the building. 

	 Halverson Hall 
• The bathrooms off  Halverson Hall will be expanded and improved to better accommodate 

the level of  traffic and improve privacy.  
• A new Welcome Center space will be carved out of  what is currently part of  the Library. 

What is the timeline for renovations? 
The plan is for contractors to begin work immediately after Easter 2022 and finish before Christmas. 
	  

What committees are involved, and who are the members? 
Stewardship—of  facility, staff, and finances—is the theme that holds all aspects of  the Sanctuary  
Renewal initiative together. Merriam-Webster defines stewardship as “the careful and responsible  
management of  something entrusted to one's care.” Many thanks to the committee members below who 
continue investing time and energy to help us steward the facilities and finances the Lord has given 
Fourth Church to use for his glory. 
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What was the impetus for deciding to renew the Sanctuary? 
The Sanctuary interior has not been renovated in many decades and shows signs of  age, wear, and tear. 
Many of  us may notice things like dingy paint, scratched and stained pews, and worn flooring and car-
pet, but unseen by most is an HVAC unit installed in 1956 that requires complete replacement. Installing 
new HVAC equipment will help us avoid emergency repairs and provide greater reliability, more even 
climate control throughout the space, and far better energy efficiency. 

Our goal as a church family is to have a fully functioning Sanctuary that is comfortable in different  
seasons and attractive to new families and guests from varied backgrounds. As a church, we want to draw 
people to the grace and beauty of  Jesus Christ and one part of  that is making God’s house a place that 
coming generations will find inviting. 

What has been the project timeline to date? 

2019 
• Nov. 9 | The College of  Elders reviewed the planned communication for Vision Sunday. 
• Nov. 17 |  Vision Sunday | Todd Smedley shared the original campaign vision with the  

congregation. 
• Nov. 22 | Vision Sunday follow-up letter from Todd sent to all church members 

Facilities Committee Sanctuary Subcommittee Campaign  
Committee

Don Robinson, Chair David Van Duzer, Chair Mike Looney, Chair

Skip Berne Amanuel Admassu Greg Glenn

Ed Franceski Mark Elliott Peggy Gnehm

Corey Gray Corey Gray Grace Halsey

Kim Gutschick Stephanie Looney Alex Hettinger

Joe Looney Jeff Reeder Fred Lofberg

Bill Olsen Jennifer Shoultz Don Nalle

Jim Parker Steve White Asoka Siddhiarachchige

Bob Phillips Cathie Stanton

Bill Robinson Austin Steele

Doug Sanders Bob Treseler

Jennifer Shoultz Marty West

David Van Duzer

Fred Weir
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2020 
• Town Hall Meetings were held in January and February 2020 with committee members 

present to answer questions and hear input.  
• A Congregational Meeting on February 9 concluded with an affirmative vote to move forward 

with the plan for Campus Renewal. At that time, the plan scope included converting two of  
the three houses adjacent to Fourth’s Upper Parking Lot into manses (pastoral housing) and 
repurposing space in the Main Church to create more office space. 

• When the COVID -19 pandemic began, the entire project was put on hold. 

2021 
• The project scope was modified to focus solely on Sanctuary Renewal and Debt Elimination. 
• Committee deliberations and collaboration with architects and consultants moved  

forward in earnest. 
• Over the course of  the summer, seven Town Hall Meetings (six in person, one virtual) were 

held to provide information on the modified plan. Pastors and committee representatives took 
time to invite questions and comment. 

• Plans were set for a Called Meeting of  the Congregation on Sunday, October 10, 2021, to af-
firm the Sanctuary Renewal Campaign. 
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