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Words of thanksgiving for
God’s grace at work in and through  

Fourth Presbyterian Church in 2020



A D U L T  M I N I S T R I E S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
REGISTRATIONS

Spring Class - Joshua

Fall Class - Galatians

Summer Class:
RevelationSpring Class - Matthew

Fall Class - Joshua

INDEPENDENT
STUDY

SMALL
GROUPS

"Many whose service in the church has normally 
prevented them from attending Sunday School have 
been able to join individually or via table groups. 

We hear of people as far away as California utilizing 
the video and audio recordings of the lectures.

Hosted by Pastors from Fourth and Pastoral Intern, 
Sam Eligwe, Teaching on Tuesdays drew 70–90 
individuals and families weekly to hear exposition 
and ask questions on the New Testament metaphors 
for the Church." —Dr. Robert Norris | Teaching Pastor

•  New Congregational Care Committee elders, Keith 
Riley and Matt Bettridge, met with committee 
representatives via Zoom in November to 
learn of the leaders’ roles and duties.

•  The Acts of Compassion meal ministry served 
the needs of seven families by delivering 30 
meals (some distributed in the new year).

•  The Welcome Center coordinated welcome 
bags for new guests with a letter from 
our Senior Pastor and information 
about Fourth’s ministries.

•  Elaine Sledgister and Kira Hettinger 
coordinated meals for families with newborns—
six meals over a two-week period for 

each family needing support.
•  Congregational Care partnered with 

Local Missions and Youth on the 
monthly Collection & Food Drive, helping 
with volunteers and distribution.

•  Maintained close relationships with 
Gaithersburg Elementary School for student 
and family needs, Samaritan Inns, Central 
Union Mission, and YoungLives.

•  Griefshare and Blended Family ministries 
continued on Zoom.

•  The ministry continued making calls to shut-in 
members and passing on needs to the deacons.

—Rev. Ron Meyer | Pastor of Congregational Care

“Our small group has met consistently throughout the spring 
and fall, with our regular participants taking part in every 
session. I can tell that all members are thoughtfully reviewing 
the sermons and the Bible text and the questions, and we 
have excellent and very rich discussions ... This group has 
grown extraordinarily close ... Many have gone through deep 
waters in the past and appreciate the Savior’s guidance and 
comfort, and accordingly minister gracefully to each other.”  
—Warren Burnam

C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C A R E

C O M M U N I T Y  G R O U P S
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FROM OUR SENIOR PASTOR

Dear Fourth Church Family,
 
As you read this year’s Annual Report, I hope it calls to mind many reasons to praise God for 
his faithfulness to Fourth. In a year that brought upheaval to the ministry and disruption to our 
fellowship, our members remained calm, resting in the arms of our Sovereign Lord. You met 
the divisive climate of our country with Christian unity, charity, humility, and prayer. Thank 
you for your understanding and flexibility when extremely difficult decisions and last-minute 
changes needed to be made. Only the Lord could bring us through this past year with such grace!
 
In these pages, you will get a glimpse of how the creative modifications we had to make blessed 
the lives of many in our church and beyond. No one could have prepared us for how to do 
gospel ministry when the body could not be together. However, by God’s help and through the 
diverse gifting of our staff and volunteers, fruitful ministry continued.
 
I want to thank our staff for their dedication and imagination; their “can do” spirit and 
willingness to try new things was encouraging to witness. By their hard work, coupled with the 
committed efforts of remarkable volunteers, we were able to “go virtual” overnight. Worship 
continued Sunday by Sunday, albeit quite differently; and yet, our fellowship deepened in spite 
of our separation. Sunday school, Community Group, and Bible study participation were at 
an all-time high, with many people saying they never felt closer to their brothers and sisters. 
Members cared for one another’s emotional, spiritual, and practical needs in wonderfully 
moving ways. The Lord worked in us a renewed vision for caring for the poor as thousands of 
families were fed through our food drives and other service opportunities.
 
There is no better motivator for future faithfulness to the Lord and his work than to thank 
him for his faithfulness to us in the past. I hope this brief report will be one means by which 
God works gratitude in us for the past and fortitude in us for the future. 
 
I continue to thank and praise our generous God for allowing me the privilege to serve as your 
pastor and to work alongside you as a brother in the Lord.
 

Grace and Peace,
 

Dr. Todd M. Smedley



Children's Church

F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

PARTICIPATION

DISTRIBUTION

“I am encouraged to hear how families have taken 
advantage of the extra time in their schedules to 
spend more time together at home, start new 
routines for family devotions, read the Fourth 
Family Huddles, and worship together online ...  

After being apart, it was a joy to see the children’s 
faces again in the summer and fall as we gathered 
outdoors—for Summer Reading Club and games in 
the parking lot, Children’s Church under the tent, 
Preschool Story Time, and 4th & 5th Grade Bible 
Study. What a blessing to see the kids’ excitement 
for our Scripture Memory Program, a highlight of 
the fall months. The children learned and recited 
up to four verses in a row! We pray these Bible 
truths will stay with them throughout their lives.”
–Paige Malkus | Children’s Ministry Director

“Throughout this time of 
ongoing change, I am grateful 
our leaders have found creative 
ways to communicate the message 
of Jesus to our kids. I know their 
little hearts are being shaped to point 
in the direction of Jesus Christ.”
—Jill Walthers | Parent

“We are so thankful that in the midst 
of this challenging environment, the 
Children’s Ministry has continued its vital 
mission and provided opportunities for 
our children to continue to hear God’s 
Word through Children’s Church and 
the 4th & 5th Grade Bible Study.” 
—Katie Steele | Parent
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pickups
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4/5th grade 
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C O N G R E G A T I O N A L  C A R E
SPECIAL BLESSINGS

C O U N S E L I N G

Congregational Care provided two teen 
moms with assistance needed for admission 
to college. Pictured, with permission, on 
their first day of class.

Leanne McPherson, Leslie Kiess, and Carol 
Kaminski kindly treated Katherine Smith 
to lunch for her 75th birthday (photo from 
January 6, 2020).

“In our classes, we use the See Jesus series with 
a focus on compassion. We use a combination 
of video, book, whiteboards, slides, storytelling, 
and role play. Tricia Han kindly drove around 
and delivered extra books to families who were in 
isolation. That’s the love we have in our ministry 

— such a blessing to experience. 🏼
Praise God, we have gone from 
a ministry that struggled to 
retain volunteers to one that 
is now scheduling Sundays 
because we have an abundance! 

One student runs our Zoom slides, 
including lessons, video, and music. 
She is my co-host most Sundays and 
is fantastic! She has bloomed since the 
fall and this has brought out amazing 
gifts in her fellow classmates.

Parents share that the students are 
understanding and demonstrating 
what we are learning, especially taking 
notice of those who need a hug or 
are in pain and need our prayers. 

It’s a sight to behold and just blesses our hearts.” 
—Audrey Muteru | Special Blessings Coordinator

“Life under a global pandemic 
has been a time for all of 
us to reassess our priorities 
and values and to gauge how 
we respond to times of great 
darkness in the world. The 

past year took a toll on 
many individuals, 

impacting 
areas of life 
relationally, emotionally, 
spiritually, and 
physiologically. Yet, many 
people have learned to better 

care for themselves and others 
in these areas. People have been 

more relational, seeking to connect 
with others in meaningful and intentional 
ways ... evidence of God’s love at work, and 
an amazing example of his faithfulness.” 
—Kevin Schick | Director of Counseling (pictured)

“I am very thankful for all you have done for me this 
past year! You have helped me grow emotionally and 
spiritually! I also thank you for the sacrifices you 
make for your patients! You are an example 
and witness of Christ in your gentleness, 
compassion, non-judgemental attitude and wisdom.” 
—A Counselee

8
sunday 

volunteers

14
sunday school 

students

30
parents attending 

support groups

5
Online Women’s 

Group attendees

Jessica Schick
Co-Director



“The [bags you allocated for our ESOL 
(English for Speakers of Other Language)] 
student were received with excitement. One 
recipient was a young man from Venezuela 
who was working in the much-affected 
restaurant industry. When I delivered the 
bag he told me that he never doubted 
God’s existence, but seeing me in the 
front of his house, taking the risk and 
the trouble to bring him food (and gift 
cards), was clearly proof of the goodness 
of God. He asked to be informed when 
church resumes, to attend our services.”—
In Appreciation of the Monthly Collection 
and Food Drive

M I S S I O N S  &  O U T R E A C H

“The food and other great essential things that I 
received ... have been so helpful and such a blessing 
to me and my family ... I feel most blessed and 
happy when I am able to share some of your 
generous gifts with my friends that are like me 
(with lost jobs), all because of your generosity and 
kindness that our Lord Jesus Christ has laid on 
your hearts and ministry to bless others. My friends 
also are saying, 'THANK YOU' ”! —In Appreciation 
of the Monthly Collection and Food Drive
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diapers donated

“Here are the pictures of families that we gave 
the food from Fourth Presbyterian Church ... 
They feel appreciated and loved by the church 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, even though they 
don’t know much about the church. They feel that 
their heart is big with God’s love! And they say, 
'THANK YOU VERY MUCH' for not forgetting 
about them.” —In Appreciation of the Monthly Collection 
and Food Drive

1245
cars that came 

through the 

collection and 

food drive

127
Volunteers Assisted 

with Collection 

and Food Drive

400
families touched by food 

and diaper distribution

50
total Fourth 

missionaries

F A M I L Y  M I N I S T R I E S
YOUTH MINISTRY

In response to a welcome program for rising 6th graders:
“I just wanted to let you/them know how special 

they have made [my daughter] feel ... She was 
so thrilled to get letters from older girls in 

the group and had the biggest smile on 
her face when we came home yesterday 

to find the goody bag that they dropped 
off. Please tell them thank you from 
us for making her feel so welcomed 
into the group and for making her 
feel so special and loved ... This is 
such a wonderful idea to have 'big 
and little sisters.' ” 

“I want to thank you and the youth staff for 
your efforts with the youth while church is 
unable to meet in person. Our children 
have enjoyed staying connected with the 
staff and their friends. We appreciate that 
you all have continued the Bible studies. 
Our kids are also enjoying 
the book club and 
social Zooms as 
well.”

“The deacons serve the congregation of 
Fourth Presbyterian Church by distributing 
funds the congregation sets aside for the 
needy and by praying for those referred 
to deacons. Meeting confidentially, we 
pray with people, identify their needs, and 
provide appropriate assistance. We seize 
every opportunity to focus on the gospel. 
Although the pandemic changed the way 
we communicate with those in need, by 
God’s grace our task was unhindered. 
Please continue to let us know of those 
you believe we should be assisting. Pray 

that no needs will escape notice 
and for discernment to know how 
to best care for each.” 
—Wyatt Hardiman | Chair

“As I have spoken to parents 
outside the church community 
about how our kids are staying 

occupied during this time, they are 
always impressed when I talk about the 
various youth activities that the kids are 
still able to participate in each week. The 

youth group has helped add structure, 
as well as substance and community 

to our kids’ at-home routine.”
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B O A R D  O F 
D E A C O N S

84% of assistance 
was for shelter, 

food, or medicine

More people referred 
friends and neighbors for 

help than those who 
sought assistance 

for their own 
families.

71% of assistance 
was for those in our 
congregation

23 members of the church community who 
needed consistent care and concern were 

prayed for, contacted, and encouraged.

140 gift bags with food 
cards, seasonal items, and 
letters  from the Senior 
Pastor and Deacon Chair 
were given to those in 
need in our congregation 
and those referred by 
Christian relief agencies.

600+ cards were written to those who 
are ill, hospitalized, unable to attend 
regularly, bereaved, or deployed 
in the service of our country. 

62 food cards distributed

104 received cash assistance

NOTES FROM 
PARENTS



Y O U N G  A D U L T  M I N I S T R I E S
COLLEGE AND YOUNG ADULTS

“Even though I only got to 
come to Saturday morning’s 
session [of the retreat], it was 
exactly what I needed and was 
very fulfilling. Your insights 
were so good! I enjoyed getting 
to know a few of the Fourth 
Fellows, and particularly like 
the industry breakout groups.

Also, I wanted to share with 
you something that a friend 
of mine said about our young 
adult community this weekend. 
After just interacting with 
about 20 or so of the young 
adults from Fourth, he 
said, 'It’s a really special 
community, they all really 
love each other.' So cool!”

“One of the Fourth Fellows joined my organization for the 
second half of her internships as the result of the Young Adults 
industry breakout group. She is doing a great job so far. It’s a 
blessing to have her on the team.”

“I am appreciative of the daily 
prayer time; it was the highlight 
of my day yesterday.”

35
sunday school, bible 

studies, & prayer 

participants

10
newcomers

M U S I C

“While this is not how I 
expected my first year at 
Fourth to turn out, I’m 
certain Music is not the 
only one doing ministry 
in unique ways! We have 
been blessed by the 
many thank yous from 
folks about the various 
hymns, anthems, and 
solos we have sung as we 
continue to gather as a 
church body at indoor and 
outdoor services. I share a 
small sampling at right. Thanks 
be to God for his faithfulness in 
the season!”
—Ted Bickish | Director of Music

Regarding a piece sung as a prelude 
and released on video as a virtual 

choir recording in late April: 
“I was blown away by 

Ubi Caritas yesterday. 
Extraordinary. I keep 
listening to it — such joy. 
Please thank Alexandra, 
Valerie, Renee, Michael, 
and Justin. This had to 

be a labor of love, to get 
it all together while in 

separate locations! The 
video was nicely crafted.  An 

honor to the Lord.”

“Thanks Linda, Caitlin, Shauna, 
and Melissa for a fun, creative party! 

Never let it be said that this virus has 
gotten us down! With the Lord’s blessing and 

help we will prevail!”—From a choir member regarding our virtual 
Christmas Party for the Sanctuary Choir

Participation

23Choir 
members 

participated 
in outdoor 
carol sing

30 
TO 

40Participated 
in Sanctuary 

Choir rehearsals 
via Zoom

69

510

Choir  
members, 
instrumentalists, 
soloists and 
the quartet 
who served 
in worship 

Views of Ubi 
Caritas video

36 Attended 
virtual 
Christmas 
party

THANK YOU NOTES

W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y

“When COVID struck, I wondered what in the world are 
we going to do? How could Women’s Ministry possibly 
fulfill our mandate, 'to pour the gospel of Christ into 
women' without meeting at church? And here we are 11 
months out, and we’ve looked deeply into James (last 
spring), Elijah (last summer), Hosea in the fall, Galatians 
presently, with “Loving Jesus More” coming up in the 
spring. It seems we haven’t missed a beat! Besides weekly 
Bible studies, our women have gathered in Circles over 
the Ten Commandments and the Cancer Support Group 
has met monthly to pray and encourage one another … 
and all of it happened virtually.
 
Leaders have come out of the woodwork to learn Zoom 
so that they could lead women to deeper relationships 
with the Lord and encourage them through this hard 
time — to be a light in what for some has been a very dark 
period. We have laughed together, cried together, prayed 
together, and shared the amazing things we learn from 
the Scripture (just like always).
 
Who would have thought that a recorded Christmas 
program could possibly replace the Christmas luncheon, 

a beautiful tradition of Fourth for decades? But there was 
something extra special about a dozen women traveling to 
the church, some after quarantine, removing their masks 
to speak, then quickly remasking, to spread the good news 
of the incarnation to anyone who only needed to click … 
and almost 250 viewers did. Yes, we look forward to the 
way things were, but for now, we give him great thanks.” 
 —Jean Bronson | Director of Women’s Ministry

100
average Registrants 

for Spring/Summer/

Fall Women’s Zoom 

Bible Studies

247
Views of Christmas 

celebration video



S U N D A Y  W O R S H I P

ATTENDANCE

LIBRARIES

VIDEO

10,021
views during pre-

recording perfiod
3,277
views during holy week

44,000
total views on vimeo

23,964
total views on youtube 9,758

unique viewers on youtube

6,763
approximate total 

attendance at outdoor 

worship services

11,000
unique views on vimeo

543
checkouts from 

children's library

266
checkouts from 

adult library

299
In-House use  

(Both Libraries)

947
average sunday 

attendance 

(pre-pandemic)

370
average attendance 

of in-person sunday 

worship (indoor 

and outdoor)

296
average attendance 

of in-person, indoor 

sunday worship

Y O U N G  A D U L T  M I N I S T R I E S
FOURTH FELLOWS

“I have been very grateful to be 
surrounded by peers and mentors who 

can encourage and challenge me in my walk 
with Christ. I have not been around Christian 
community for most of my life and the Lord has 
provided abundantly in that area this year… 
it has been so very important to me in my 

development as a Christian.”—Member of the 
inaugural class

“I have been profoundly blessed and challenged by being able to 
spend concentrated, uninterrupted time with the other fellows, 
creating vulnerable, genuine relationships which I hope to continue 
cultivating for life… I have also felt encouraged and sharpened by 
my relationships with the other fellows. I have simultaneously 
felt convicted of sin in new ways, and consoled by the love 
of God through these new friends. I have learned an immense 
amount about the variations and differences between the ways 
that the image of God becomes manifest in each person, which has 
helped me confront shame in my own life, as well as helping me 
to better receive others in love.”—Member of the inaugural class
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