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AGENDA 
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION 

February 7, 2021 
1:00 p.m., on Zoom 

Certification of the Quorum 

Meeting Called to Order and Prayer – Todd Smedley 

Pastor’s Remarks 

Clerk’s Report – Dirk Rankin 

• Minutes of the 2020 Annual Meeting
• Membership Statistics
• Remarks

Committee Reports 

• Budget – Jeff Hearle
 

§ 2020 Statistics
§ Presentation of 2021 Budget and Vote

• Nominating – Steve Liston
§ Nomination of Elders
§ Nomination of Deacons
§ Nominating Committee 2021-2022

Vote on Session's recommendation to call Rev. David Frerichs as Associate Pastor 

Roll of the Church Triumphant – Dirk Rankin   

Doxology 

Benediction  
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Minutes
Annual Congregational Meeting 

Fourth Presbyterian Church
February 09, 2020

Quorum Established 
With the quorum established, the Moderator, Dr. Todd Smedley, called the meeting to order and 
opened in prayer.  

Senior Pastor’s Remarks 
Dr. Smedley began by thanking God for the blessings he has given us as a church in 2019 and 
shared the gift it is for him to serve as pastor. He expressed appreciation for the elders, pastors, 
staff, deacons, and many volunteers who serve Fourth Church.  He highlighted a few items of 
blessing: the smooth music ministry transition with our new Director of Music, Ted Bickish; a new 
Director of Communications, Don Nalle; the provision of a new Director of Missions, Janie 
Randell, as the current director, Melody Istrati, retires in March; the plans for the Campus Renewal 
Campaign; and the launching of the Fellows Program later in 2020. 

Recognizing that a key strength of growing organizations is their ability to clearly articulate and 
consistently align with “why” they exist, staff and pastors have explored ways to share the “why” in 
a concise, memorable, and compelling format. The following succinct snapshot of why we exist will 
be found in the bulletin, on the website, and in various places around the church as a way to capture 
enjoyment of God’s glory as we look upward in worship, the importance of demonstrating in 
community the grace we have received and our call to make disciples of Jesus Christ: Delighting in 
God’s Glory | Demonstrating His Grace | Declaring His Gospel.  

Clerk’s Remarks 
Dirk Rankin, Clerk of Session, moved that the minutes of the 2019 Annual Meeting of the 
Congregation held February 10, 2019 be approved as a true and accurate reflection of that meeting.  
He noted that Session approved these minutes at the December 4, 2019 stated meeting.  One name 
was inadvertently omitted from the 2018 Roll of the Church Triumphant read in 2019; this name 
will be included in the 2019 Roll. In the absence of any additions or corrections, the minutes were 
approved. 

The membership as of December 31, 2018 was 1,515, one less than reported at the 2019 
Congregational Meeting: this was due to the omission of one member death from 2018. 

During 2019 there were: 
58 new members received (29 in Spring; 29 in Fall) 
17 deaths 
27 removals from membership 
  5 records recovered in membership database transition 
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Year-end membership as of December 31, 2019 was 1,534. 
 
Other statistics of interest were: 

13 infant & children baptisms 
  4 believer baptisms 
  3 weddings 
The Lord’s Supper was celebrated almost every Lord’s Day, with few exceptions. 
 

In reflecting on 2019, the clerk began by mentioning the congregation’s unanimous approval on 
April 28, 2019 of the revised bylaws.  This revision repurposed the function of the trustees into 
three standing committees of Session for managing the assets of the Church, with 13 non-standing 
committees focused on the work and ministries of the church. 
 
Other items of note in 2019 included addressing issues related to our aging facility; financial 
blessings received; revision of the church employee handbook; continued efforts to reach market 
parity for pastor and staff salaries; preparation for launching the first class of Fourth Fellows in 
September 2020; formation of a committee specifically focused on shepherding the congregation; 
continued attention to the safety and security of the congregation; bringing three young pastor 
candidates from within the church under the care of Session; the addition of seven new missionaries 
supported by Fourth; and generous gifts of mercy and disaster relief. The Session takes seriously the 
responsibility to our collective membership vows and has worked to maintain the peace and purity 
of the church. 
 
Noting how blessed we are to have a Session that is unified on vision and purpose, Clerk Dirk 
Rankin thanked the congregation, asking for their continued prayers that the officers lead with 
wisdom, discernment, and humility and be faithful to God’s calling and direction. 
 
Report of the Budget Committee 
Elder Jeff Hearle, Chair of the Finance and Stewardship Committee, noted the Committee assumed 
financial responsibilities in 2019 that previously had been assigned to the Board of Trustees and 
then explained the budget process. We ended 2019 with a net surplus of $401,000: 2019 expenses 
were $83,000 under budget and support & revenue was more than $300,000 over budget. The 
Session will defer acting on this surplus until the needs of the proposed campus renewal project are 
better understood.  
 
While the proposed 2020 budget of $5,164,756 is a 4.49% increase over 2019, the 2020 proposed 
budget is $95,000 less than the actual support & revenue received in 2019. He mentioned the 
decrease in the reserve fund budget, noting the targeted operating reserve goal of 25% of the annual 
operating budget has been met due to recent surpluses and unrestricted bequests. The mortgage 
balance as of 12/31/2019 was $2,515,545. It is the Session’s desire is to cash flow the Campus 
Renewal (CR) Project and to eliminate the existing mortgage. Funds already designated for the CR 
Campaign do not include the 2019 surplus or the operating reserve. 
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2020 Budget 
Expenses   
Operations  $1,289,153 
Personnel   $2,855,825 
Session Programs     $325,511 
Outreach/Missions     $694,287 
Total  $5,164,756 

The budget was approved.  

Nominating Committee Report 
Elder Keith Riley, Committee Chair, presented the report of the Nominating Committee.  He 
acknowledged and thanked the members of the committee for 2019-2020, then explained the 
deliberative nominating process.  On behalf of the committee, Elder Riley then placed in 
nomination candidates for elder and deacon, all for three-year terms, except as indicated.   

Elder: For a second term: Jeff Hearle, Steve Liston, Ralph Miller, Bob Reiter. For a first term: Matt 
Bettridge (one year), Bret Bohannon, Tim Hall, Richard Tucker, Steve White. With no nominations 
from the floor, all were elected.  

Deacon: For a second term: Wyatt Hardiman, Mike Prather, Lowrie Reiter, Linda Sillin, Melissa 
Thatch. For a first term: James Armistead, Carol Bowis, Kato Gilbert, Elizabeth Hartnett, Nancy 
Swinyard, Todd Switzer, Jinny Szabo, Ira Vaughn. With no nominations from the floor, all were 
elected.  

On behalf of the committee, Elder Riley placed in nomination the following candidates to serve on 
the Nominating Committee for 2020-2021: 

Session, Chair  Steve Liston (second term) 
Session, Vice Chair  Ted Smith 
Deacon Joseph Siagian 
Congregation at Large  (2) Sandy Fischer 

Michael Klitsch 
Adult Education/Discipleship Ministry Laura Cooper 
Congregational Care Ministry  Donna Collins 
Finance and Stewardship or Facilities Robert "Skip" Berne 
Men’s Ministry Rik de Voest (second term) 
Outreach/Missions Ministry   Marilyn Edewaard 
Women’s Ministry  Anne McMurry 
Worship Ministry Cynthia Keith 
Young Adult Ministry  Hanna Marra 
Youth Ministry Susan Kemp 
Pastor – ex officio (without vote)  Dr. Todd Smedley 

With no nominations from the floor, all were elected. 
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Campus Renewal Project 
Michael Looney provided an update on the Campus Renewal Project. He began by reminding the 
congregation of the four items incorporated into this project: 

1. Sanctuary refresh – including replacement of the original HVAC
2. Debt reduction – paying off the debt of $2.5 million
3. Staff office optimization – updating and improving the staff working space
4. Pastoral Housing – preparing 2 of the 3 houses adjacent to the Upper Lot to be used as

future manses

Mike mentioned the several sessions held to gather feedback and answer questions, the FAQ 
document available concurrently and at this meeting, and the continued work with architects and 
designers to finalize the plan, with the goal of drawings and more accurate cost estimates available 
this May.  While it is believed the project can be accomplished for under $7 million, exact numbers 
are not yet available as the design is still in process. The total cost includes the debt of $2.5 million 
that is serviced at a cost of $270,000 per year.   

He noted that Session is asking the Congregation to affirm the Session’s decision to begin the 
capital campaign raising funds for the Campus Renewal Project. A congregational meeting to 1) 
share drawings, 2) provide more detailed cost estimates, and, 3) formally launch the capital 
campaign is tentatively planned for May 2020. While May is the target date, items outside the 
Committee’s control could impact timing. Updates to the congregation will be provided throughout 
the spring. 

The September 2021 goal is for the Sanctuary to be refreshed, HVAC repaired, debt eliminated, 
church offices improved, money in the bank for the manses, and Fourth well positioned for the next 
generations.  

Campus Renewal Motion 
Jeff Hearle stated that Session has moved to start a Campus Renewal Campaign and is seeking the 
affirmation of the Congregation. On behalf of Session he moved that the congregation affirm 
starting the Campus Renewal Campaign. 

The motion was approved unanimously by voice vote. 

Roll of the Church Triumphant 
The clerk read the 2019 Roll of the Church Triumphant, adding one name omitted from the 2018 
Roll.  

Joan Schnabel 11/01/2018 
Joy Walker    1/09/2019 
Anne Omland    1/17/2019 
Jeri Thomas    1/20/2019 
Judith Walsh    1/29/2019 
Jean Matzke    2/12/2019 
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Henderson Booth     3/11/2019 
Charles Brady    4/18/2019 
Murray Miles    5/11/2019 
Douglas Greenwold   6/23/2019 
Carolyn Sauer    8/16/2019 
Nancy Gregory     9/29/2019 
James Gates  10/10/2019 
Joanne Robinson   10/12/2019 
Frank Young  11/24/2019 * 
Melodie Sackett   12/08/2019 
Diane Ross  12/21/2019 
Kelly Elliott  12/22/2019 

*Frank Young’s death will not affect membership records; while a part of the life of Fourth
Presbyterian Church, he was a member of Presbytery.

Dr. Todd Smedley closed the meeting with a prayer of thanksgiving and the Doxology. 

__________________ _____________________ 
Elder Dirk Rankin  Rev. Dr. Todd M. Smedley 
Clerk of Session Moderator 
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 Run Date 10/14/2020 001 FOURTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Page 1
Time 14:50:22 Fiscal Year Beginning 1/1/2021

Budgeted Financial Statement for Period 12 December
Budget Report 2020

2021 2020
Description Budget Annual Budget Annual Change % Change
SUPPORT & REVENUE
General 5,146,626.00 5,164,756.00 -18,130.00 -.35
Investment Income             .00 .00 .00 .00

----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------
TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE       5,146,626.00 5,164,756.00 -18,130.00 -.35

OPERATIONS
Property Maintenance          386,000.00 385,000.00 1,000.00 .26
Facility Support 263,949.00 264,849.00 -900.00 -.34
Utilities 190,000.00 198,000.00 -8,000.00 -4.04
Accounting & Insurance        133,284.00 125,064.00 8,220.00 6.57
Mortgage 276,240.00 276,240.00 .00 .00
Reserve Fund 40,000.00 40,000.00 .00 .00

----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------
TOTAL OPERATIONS 1,289,473.00 1,289,153.00 320.00 .02

PERSONNEL 2,855,825.00 2,855,825.00 .00 .00
Covid 19 Credits .00 .00 .00 .00

----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------
TOTAL PERSONNEL 2,855,825.00 2,855,825.00 .00 .00

SESSION-PROGRAMS
Denominational Support        27,900.00 27,900.00 .00 .00
Music. Worship 54,919.00 54,919.00 .00 .00
Counseling & Cong. Care 20,887.00 20,887.00 .00 .00
Children 32,150.00 35,350.00 -3,200.00 -9.05
Young Adult Ministries        12,300.00 12,300.00 .00 .00
College Ministries            7,500.00 7,500.00 .00 .00
Youth Ministries 82,105.00 82,105.00 .00 .00
Adult Discipleship            22,250.00 27,920.00 -5,670.00 -20.31
Communications 41,300.00 50,880.00 -9,580.00 -18.83
Special Blessings             5,750.00 5,750.00 .00 .00

----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------
TOTAL SESSION PROGRAMS 307,061.00 325,511.00 -18,450.00 -5.67

OUTREACH 694,267.00 694,267.00 .00 .00
----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------

TOTAL OUTREACH 694,267.00 694,267.00 .00 .00

----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------
TOTAL EXPENSES 5,146,626.00 5,164,756.00 -18,130.00 -.35

----------------------- ----------------------- ----------------------- --------------
SUPPORT/REVENUE OVER EXPENSES .00 .00 .00 .00

============= ============= ============= ========
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2021 Candidates for Church Office 
All nominations are for a three-year term for the Class of 2024, unless otherwise indicated 

RULING ELDER 

First or Non-Consecutive Term Candidates: 
Akin Harrison  
Mike Heiser 
Larry Huff* 

Second Consecutive Term Candidates: 
Matt Bettridge 
Robert Labutta  
Keith Riley 
Don Robinson 
Ted Smith 

DEACON 
First or Non-Consecutive Term Candidates: 
Jim Colgain* 
Angie Falcone  
Jill Furgeson 
Steve Howe* 
Rick Smith  
Wendy Vendt  

Second Consecutive Term Candidates: 
Martin Burks 
Warren Burnam 
Rik DeVoest 
John Kimbrough 

*ordained when served previously in this capacity
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Class of 2024 Officer Biographical Sketches 

 

Class of 2024 Officer Biographical Sketches 

Nominees for Elder 

Matt Bettridge (returning) 
My father was a Presbyterian pastor in Alaska and participating in the life of the Church has been a 
daily part of my Christian experience as long as I can remember. I recall folding bulletins and 
visiting people in hospitals or homes to comfort them and pray with them. My personal walk with 
the Lord began as a youth while I was on a mission trip in Mexico providing a Vacation Bible 
School experience for children in impoverished barrios. I believe Jesus Christ is my Lord and 
Savior and try to seek His will in my life. It has been a joy for Marce and me to attend Fourth for 
21 years. We were wonderfully mentored in the Young and Newly Married class and have taught 
children’s Sunday school for 10 years. We relish the weekly services and our lifelong friends here 
at Fourth. We look forward to the return of Fourth Night, annual retreats, and the buzz of 
Halverson Hall. I also participate in a men’s Bible study. Our children, Jonah and Lydia, were 
baptized here at Fourth and they treasure the youth group. 

Akin Harrison 
After regularly attending church with my family as a teenager, I was led to Christ as a young adult 
while in graduate school.  Since then, I have endeavored to live my life for the glory of God and 
have put my faith in the Lord’s plan for my life.  After moving to Bethesda in 2002, my wife 
Allison and I were drawn to Fourth Church due to its strong focus on preaching the gospel and its 
covenant-based Children’s ministry.  We became members of Fourth shortly thereafter.  Since 
then, we have been active in children’s ministry, with Allison and I teaching 1st grade Sunday 
School and Children’s Church for a number of years.  I also served as a Deacon for 6 years, the 
last two of which I was the vice chair.  I currently serve on the Steering Committee of the Fourth 
Fellows program and am the chair of the Fourth Fellows Admissions Committee.  Allison and I 
have three children:  Lia (17), Elena (15) and Joshua (15). 

Michael Heiser 
I was raised in a Christian home and have known Jesus Christ as my personal Lord and Savior for 
as long as I can remember.  I grew up in an Evangelical church, attended Christian schools, and 
was a leader in InterVarsity Christian Fellowship in college.  I married Suzanne in 1996 and we 
began regularly attending Fourth that fall, becoming members in 1997.  Over the years, we have 
been active in the Young & Newly Marrieds Fellowship, the Pastor’s Class, and Confessing Christ, 
the Confessions Class.  We have four children: Joshua (20), James (18), Timothy (15), and Lily 
(12), who have been active in the Children’s Ministry, Celebration and Covenant Choirs, and 
Youth Group.  I received an MAR degree from Reformed Theological Seminary in 2007 and have 
taught in the Adult Education program for many years, most recently as a member of the teaching 
team for the Confessing Christ class. 

Larry Huff 
I grew up in a loving, Christian home that provided Christian nurturing, Bible teaching, and 
integration of worship and fellowship in the routines of our family life. I publicly accepted Christ 
through our family’s Presbyterian Church at an early age. Fourth Church, which I joined in the late 
80’s, has had an immeasurable impact on my faith journey, I have been blessed by Bible inspired 
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Class of 2024 Officer Biographical Sketches 

preaching and teaching; the rich fellowship of other believers; and much opportunity for growth 
and service. I met my lovely wife, Lyn, at Fourth. Prior and current service roles include: Deacon 
Board (chair); Church Executive Director; Session (Finance; Strategic Planning); and Community 
Group Leader (along with Lyn). After two prior careers, I was called to urban ministry and served 
as CEO of Samaritan Inns and as Board President of Central Union Mission.    

Robert Labutta (returning) 
I am a retired Army neurologist and have been married to Melissa for 33 years. We joined Fourth 
14 years ago.  We have two grown children: Zachary is a pediatrician in Oregon and Emily is an 
attorney in Georgia.  I was led to a saving faith in the early 1990s at a “Walk to Emmaus” retreat in 
Texas. Melissa and I served on the New Member Committee (NMC) for five years and then led it 
for another five years. Since 2010, Melissa and I have served on short-term medical mission trips 
to Sudan, Rwanda, Cameroon, Ethiopia, and North Macedonia. I currently serve on Fourth’s 
Missions Committee. 

Keith Riley (returning) 
I have attended Fourth since 1983 and became a member in 1986. As a child, I attended a 
Lutheran church, attended catechism classes in middle school and professed my faith at age 14 
before my congregation. Later in life, I learned about Fourth Presbyterian Church and began 
attending. I met my wife-to-be, Donna, and we married at Fourth. When we couldn’t have 
children, we adopted our son and have learned much about God’s grace and love through him. 
Studying the Bible has become a crucially important part of my life as well as Christian fellowship 
and encouragement. Over the years, I have served at Fourth on the Board of Deacons and the 
Board of Trustees. I became an Elder in 2018 and have chaired the Nominating Committee and 
now chair the Congregational Care Committee. I have served as an usher for over 20 years, a 
Table Host for the 11 o’clock Pastor’s class, and am part of several other Bible studies. 

Don Robinson (returning) 
My wife, Susie, and I have attended Fourth since 1989. Our children, Tim, Brian and Stacy, were 
raised in Fourth’s youth programs and are now married and starting their own families. We have 
three granddaughters; Zoe, Margo and Leighana; and one grandson, Adam. I am retired from the 
Department of Defense and the US Navy. I became a Christian at Fourth in 1990 after studying 
Scripture, specific prayers being answered, and events that only God could have orchestrated.  My 
involvements at Fourth include being a current sitting Elder; chairing the Search Committee, which 
resulted in Todd Smedley becoming our senior pastor; serving two terms on the Board of 
Deacons, serving as vice chair for one year and chair for two years. I am currently the chair of the 
Facilities Committee, which oversees all caretaking aspects of the church’s buildings and 
properties. I am a volunteer “handyman,” doing repairs throughout our church building.  Prior to 
the COVID virus, I enjoyed playing bass guitar as part of the Sunday evening service worship team. 

Ted Smith (returning) 
I was raised in a Christian home and a Bible believing, Christ-centered Presbyterian church. 
Growing up, I regularly attended worship, Sunday school, Bible studies, and fellowship programs, 
learning about God’s love, grace, and mercy, and about my sinful nature and need for God’s 
forgiveness. God saved me when I was a child, by His grace, when I received Jesus as my personal 
Lord and Savior. As a young adult at Central Presbyterian, I served as a Sunday school teacher for 
youth and adults. During college, I volunteered on youth staff and led junior high Bible studies. 
My wife, Marcia, and I served as Sunday school program co-superintendents, overseeing children 
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Class of 2024 Officer Biographical Sketches 

and adult programs. We began attending Fourth in 1992; I have taught in children’s Sunday 
school, served as an Assistant Scoutmaster with Boy Scout Troop 68, and been active in the adult 
education program. We are blessed that our two children, Abigail and Daniel, are believers who 
seek to trust God and follow Jesus. The past three years, it has been a privilege to serve as an elder, 
lead a Community Group, and serve as committee chair of Fourth’s scouting program. I have 
served as chair of the Worship Committee and vice-chair of the 2020 Nominating Committee. 

Nominees for Deacon 

Martin Burks (returning) 
I was raised in the Episcopal Church in East Tennessee. I appreciated the depth of the liturgy but 
did not come to know Jesus personally as Lord until I was led to him through a Young Life club in 
high school. I served as a volunteer Young Life leader in the inner city of Atlanta and in high 
school clubs in Atlanta and Miami. My wife Patty was raised in the Catholic Church.  Like me, she 
was led to Christ through friends in a high school Bible study. We have been married 12 years, 
and our children are grown. I retired a few years ago and we moved to DC from St. Louis, 
Missouri in 2015, for Patty’s job in medical research with the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. We 
found Fourth Presbyterian, and joined in 2017, coming from a PCA church in St. Louis. At 
Fourth, Patty and I have been involved in the Blended Family group, and I have been helping 
facilitate the Grief Share program. I also help with audio support for Sunday evening services. 

Warren Burnam (returning) 
I grew up in the Presbyterian Church US. My faith became much more personal during my senior 
year of college. The next fall I enrolled in law school and attended both a PCA church and 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. After graduation and moving to northern Virginia I participated 
in and led a community singles ministry with The Navigators, where I met my wife, Renee, the 
mother of our three children. When our eldest, Justin, reached Junior high, we moved our 
membership to Fourth Church. In our early years at Fourth Church, I volunteered with the youth 
ministry. Renee and I have attended the McLean Community Group of Fourth Church since its 
inception and have co-led the Group for the last three semesters.  I have served one term as a 
deacon, being co-treasurer two of the last three years.   

James Colgain 
A Sunday school teacher led me to Christ at age14. My faith deepened over the next decade as I 
was immersed in our church youth group at Montrose Baptist and subsequently my college 
InterVarsity Fellowship. I was fortunate to find Bible study fellowship at each turn in my life, 
including Navigators and Officers Christian Fellowship. Following college and into my graduate 
studies I was involved as a volunteer leader in Urban Young Life in Chicago. The Air Force 
assigned me to Joint Base Andrews, where I became involved at Fourth through Ambassadors as a 
Sunday school table leader. From 1987 until now, our family has been involved at Fourth with 
Couples in Christ, and all aspects of the youth group. Over the years our family hosted K- groups 
at our home as we have been excited to see our own children and others grow in Christ. Over the 
last 8-10 years I have assisted my wife Nita as a substitute fourth grade Sunday school teacher and 
“chef” on flap jack Sundays. I have served previously as a deacon. I met Nita, a pediatric 
oncologist, through Fourth and we are fortunate to have two children following our Lord, Kyle (28) 
and Kellie (25). 
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Class of 2024 Officer Biographical Sketches 

Rik De Voest (returning) 
Born in Sao Paulo, Brazil in 1973, youngest of five. Confirmed and served at St. Luke's Episcopal 
Church in Bethesda, MD. Went to WJ ('91), then graduated with BA in Geography at Mary 
Washington ('95) in Fredericksburg, VA where I participated in men's InterVarsity Bible study and 
worshiped at Trinity Episcopal Church.  Received faith in Christ during college, then entered the 
National Cathedral Volunteer Service Community to reflect theologically on my work through a 
Benedictine order of life.  Lived in DC and MD with Christian roommates, gained valuable work 
experience, and started attending Fourth Presbyterian Church where I've sought vocational 
callings, meaningful relationships, and spiritual community.  God's sovereign grace and mercy has 
brought me through difficult seasons of failure, burnout, and depression along with great seasons 
of success, endurance, and contentment.  I'm indebted to this body at Fourth over my adult years 
for offering me steadfast love, gospel preaching, teaching, worship, fellowship, and service to grow 
in the Christian life.  Helped Fourth's youth ministry, participated in Young Career Fellowship 
(YCF), and attended Fourth Night.  I joined Fourth in 2002.  Supported Special Blessings ministry, 
joined the 11am Pastor's Class, and Bible study and community groups.  In 2010, I received a 
gracious call to serve this church as a deacon for a 3-year term.  Another blessing was when God 
brought Jessica into my life; we married in 2015.  We live in Rockville where she serves as a 
biostats research associate and I work as a middle school para-educator and tennis teacher.  We 
rejoice in God's covenantal love toward his people that provides assurance in Christ.        

Angie Falcone 
I was not raised in a Christian home and didn’t attend church growing up. However, as a young 
girl, God placed in my heart a desire for Him. I first heard the gospel when I was 15 years old 
from a friend who asked me if I wanted to accept Christ as my Savior. I believed the truth that 
Jesus Christ died for my sins and asked him to be Savior and Lord of my life. I grew in my faith for 
a time, but without having Christian friends or a church, or the support of my parents, I stalled in 
my growth until I was in my 20’s. In 1988, God led me to Fourth Presbyterian Church, and I 
began attending the Ambassadors Singles Ministry.  Through that ministry, and the teaching and 
preaching at Fourth, I began to grow in my faith and have not stopped. I became a member in 
1989 and have attended Fourth since. Over the years I have served as a table host, a Bible study 
facilitator, a member of Ambassadors and Women of Fourth retreat committees, a kindergarten 
Sunday school teacher, and on the Youth Parent Support Group, Youth Pastor Search 
Committee, Acts of Compassion meals ministry, and Funeral/Memorial Reception Committee. I 
met and married my husband, Rob, at Fourth, raising our three sons, Daniel, David, and Jonathan, 
here. My faith in Christ is the most dear and important aspect of my life and defines who I am. 

Jill Furgeson 
I accepted Christ into my life at age eight while attending Bible School. My husband, Steve, and I 
started attending Fourth in 1970. We found the teaching and fellowship to be essential to our life 
and family. We served in leadership of the Mariners group in 1974 and attended Bible studies 
within the group. I was involved with children ministries and cradle roll during the 80’s. Steve was 
an elder and I supported him when he was head of Family Life with putting on lunches for visitors 
etc. We mentored couples in the Marriage Mentor program. We have four children and fifteen 
grandchildren.  My greatest comfort is knowing they all profess to know Christ.  I am thankful to 
Fourth for the impact it has on not only its members, but the influence it has in its outreach. 
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Stephen Howe 
I was born and raised in a Christian home in Northern Virginia. I was blessed to have been 
involved with Campus Crusade for Christ while at university.  God used CCC to bring me to 
Fourth, when a friend I met during a CCC summer missions project invited me to Fourth a few 
years later. After being blessed at Fourth by the preaching and teaching of the amazing grace of 
God in Jesus Christ, I decided to become a member in 2006.  Throughout the years since, I’ve 
helped teach first and second grade Sunday School and then helped with Special Blessings. More 
recently, I’ve helped in the church office on Sunday mornings, ushered for evening services, and 
participated in Local Missions service opportunities, including monthly collections.  Serving 
previously as a deacon was a blessing, so I am looking forward to serving the Lord and this body 
again in this way. 

John Kimbrough (returning) 
After growing up Episcopalian, I came to personal faith in Christ in college at the University of 
Chicago, through the ministry of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. After several years of work in 
Chicago’s campus library, I met and married Sarah, and we moved to the DMV, where I work as a 
librarian at Georgetown University. We began attending Fourth in late 2015 and became members 
in fall 2016. I lead a Friday evening Bible study as part of the Young Adults/Young Marrieds 
fellowship and help out in the ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) ministry. Serving 
as a deacon has been humbling, encouraging, and joyful – sometimes all at once – and it would be 
a privilege to serve a second term. 

Rick Smith 
I was raised in a large Roman Catholic family. I went to church and learned all the sacraments but 
did not know Christ as my Savior. As a student at Salisbury University, through the ministry of 
Cru, I came to know Jesus Christ. One month before I graduated, I felt God call me to become a 
teacher, so I spent the next two years in grad school.   have been teaching social studies in 
Montgomery County for the last 31years. I coached girls’ soccer (5 years), football (20 years) and 
wrestling (30 years). I also serve as the sponsor for Fellowship of Christian Athletes since 1993. I 
have done my best to represent Jesus Christ in the public school system. I came to Fourth in 1986 
through the ministry of Ambassadors. I met my wife Christy here and we were married in 1991.  
We have four sons, Garrett (26), Jordan (25), Nolan (22), and Austin (20), and now a daughter-in-
law, Abigail.  We served in the children’s ministry and now in the junior high ministry. I have been 
through many trials and have seen God work countless miracles. I have had to rely on Him every 
single day, to carry out my calling as a teacher and a coach, as well as a husband and a father.   

Wendy Vendt 
My Christian walk began in second grade when a Sunday school teacher at Fourth shared the 
gospel with me and I prayed to receive Jesus. That mustard seed of a faith grew over the years and 
blossomed when I entered the junior high and high school youth program, where countless 
teachers and staffers poured their lives into mine, teaching me about God, His Word and what it 
means to know and love Jesus Christ. I met my husband, Eric, at Fourth, where we were married 
in 1995. Our children, Abby (21), Nathan (20), and Anders (17), were baptized at Fourth. I have 
had the privilege of serving in various capacities at Fourth, including being on the Couples in 
Christ leadership team, serving on the Youth Committee, teaching first grade Sunday school, and 
being on the Women’s prayer team. I currently host a Virginia high school Bible study and a 
community group. Most recently, I have become involved with the Fourth Fellows by hosting a 
Fellow and joining the Fellows Host Family Committee. 
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Nominating Committee Slate, 2021-2022 

Representing: Name: 

Session, Chairman  ------------------------------------------------------  Ted Smith * 
Session, Vice Chairman  ----------------------------------------------  Don Robinson 

Congregation at Large (2)  -------------------------------------------  Peter Latterner 
 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  John Mabior 

Board of Deacons --------------------------------------------------------  John Kimbrough 
Adult Education/Discipleship Ministry  -----------------------  Newlin Morgan 
Congregational Care Ministry  -------------------------------------  Martin Burks 
Finance and Stewardship or Facilities  -------------------------  Zack Koutsandreas (pending Session approval) 
Men’s Ministry  ------------------------------------------------------------  Kevin Jackson  
Outreach/Missions Ministry  ---------------------------------------  Lina Zenni 
Women’s Ministry  ------------------------------------------------------  Susan Scola (pending Session approval) 
Worship Ministry  -------------------------------------------------------  John Richards 
Young Adult Ministry  -------------------------------------------------  Daniel Falcone 
Youth Ministry  ------------------------------------------------------------  Dan Kauffman 
Pastor – ex officio (without vote)  ---------------------------------  Dr. Todd Smedley 

*Second Term
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2021-2022 Nominating Committee Biographical Sketches 

Session Chair: Ted Smith  
I was raised in a Christian home and a Bible believing, Christ-centered Presbyterian church. 
Growing up, I regularly attended worship, Sunday school, Bible studies, and fellowship programs, 
learning about God’s love, grace, and mercy, and about my sinful nature and need for God’s 
forgiveness. God saved me when I was a child, by His grace, when I received Jesus as my personal 
Lord and Savior. As a young adult at Central Presbyterian, I served as a Sunday school teacher for 
youth and adults. During college, I volunteered on youth staff and led junior high Bible studies. 
My wife, Marcia, and I served as Sunday school program co-superintendents, overseeing children 
and adult programs. We began attending Fourth in 1992; I have taught in children’s Sunday 
school, served as an Assistant Scoutmaster with Boy Scout Troop 68, and been active in the adult 
education program. We are blessed that our two children, Abigail and Daniel, are believers who 
seek to trust God and follow Jesus. The past three years, it has been a privilege to serve as an elder, 
lead a Community Group, and serve as committee chair of Fourth’s scouting program. I have 
served as chair of the Worship Committee and vice-chair of the 2020 Nominating Committee. 

Session Vice Chair: Don Robinson 
My wife, Susie, and I have attended Fourth since 1989. Our children, Tim, Brian and Stacy, were 
raised in Fourth’s youth programs and are now married and starting their own families. We have 
three granddaughters; Zoe, Margo and Leighana; and one grandson, Adam. I am retired from the 
Department of Defense and the US Navy. I became a Christian at Fourth in 1990 after studying 
Scripture, specific prayers being answered, and events that only God could have orchestrated. My 
involvements at Fourth include being a current sitting Elder; chairing the Search Committee, which 
resulted in Todd Smedley becoming our senior pastor; serving two terms on the Board of 
Deacons, serving as vice chair for one year and chair for two years. I am currently the chair of the 
Facilities Committee, which oversees all caretaking aspects of the church’s buildings and 
properties. I am a volunteer “handyman,” doing repairs throughout our church building. Prior to 
the COVID virus, I enjoyed playing bass guitar as part of the Sunday evening service worship team. 

Congregation at Large: Peter Latterner 
I have been a member of Fourth since 1981, which I attend with my wife, Ellen. I have served in 
the coffee ministry on Sunday mornings and more recently have coordinated the work crew who 
serve with me. I have also participated in activities with Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church.  
I was in a Christian Bible study and prayer group when I was attending community college. I made 
confession of Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior while in that group. I attended a Methodist 
church at the time, but I quit this church because the teaching was in line with the beliefs of man 
rather than the truth of God; this was when I came to join Fourth Church.  

Congregation at Large: John Mabior 
I was born and raised at a time when the black Christians in the South of my country were at war 
with the Muslim Arab Government in the North. As a black Christian, my life experiences were 
shaped by the civil war that only ended in 2004. Though persecuted and marginalized, our 
Christian faith only strengthened.  
One of the most influential people in my early teen spiritual life was my maternal uncle, Philip 
Deng. He devoted time to teaching me and my siblings about Christ and the Bible Scriptures. 
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While living in exile in East Africa from 1994-2003, I attended Christian boarding schools where 
religious teachings were part of their curriculum. This further cemented my faith in Christ as my 
personal Savior and Lord. I moved to the United States 15 years ago and have been a proud and 
grateful member of this wonderful family of faith at Fourth Presbyterian Church. I have been 
involved in helping Pastor Rob Norris with South Sudan Seminary Mission and volunteered in 
other areas of the church. If confirmed, I will faithfully execute Nominating Committee duties and 
responsibilities according to this body’s guiding principles, and also, according to God’s will, in 
choosing His servants. Last but not least, I am happily married to Monica Gier and blessed with 
three kids, Nathan (5), Yar (2.5), and Sarah (7.5 months). 

Board of Deacons: John Kimbrough 
After growing up Episcopalian, I came to personal faith in Christ in college at the University of 
Chicago, through the ministry of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship. After several years of work in 
Chicago’s campus library, I met and married Sarah, and we moved to the DMV, where I work as a 
librarian at Georgetown University. We began attending Fourth in late 2015 and became members 
in fall 2016. I lead a Friday evening Bible study as part of the Young Adults/Young Marrieds 
fellowship and help out in the ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages) ministry. Serving 
as a deacon has been humbling, encouraging, and joyful – sometimes all at once – and it would be 
a privilege to serve a second term. 

Adult Education/Discipleship Ministry: Newlin Morgan 
Although I was born and raised in Laramie Wyoming, I thank the Lord’s for His guidance in 
bringing me east to Fourth Presbyterian Church in June 1970 to work at the National Institutes of 
Health. These 50 years at Fourth have been an incredible blessing. I’ve been honored to serve on 
the Deacon Board and as an elder, and to teach Sunday school at almost every level: kindergarten, 
first and second grade, sixth-grade boys, and later, several adult classes. I served on various 
committees: The Nominating Committee on two occasions, Adult Ed, Music, and worked with 
Ron Meyer on a Visiting Elder Committee. Most recently I have particularly enjoyed helping 
Ralph Miller with the New Members Committee. The time spent with the other members on each 
of these committees always brings back special memories. Fourth is so blessed with so many 
wonderful people. Fourth Church is also where my wife, Robin, and I were married in April 1990 
and where we raised our three daughters.  Fourth is our home and the people are our family. We 
are so blessed! Most of all, I thank the Lord for calling me by His grace, as an eight-year-old, to 
Himself. What a wonderful life He has given me. 

Congregational Care Ministry: Martin Burks 
I was raised in the Episcopal Church in East Tennessee. I appreciated the depth of the liturgy but 
did not come to know Jesus personally as Lord until I was led to him through a Young Life club in 
high school. I served as a volunteer Young Life leader in the inner city of Atlanta and in high 
school clubs in Atlanta and Miami. My wife Patty was raised in the Catholic Church.  Like me, she 
was led to Christ through friends in a high school Bible study. We have been married 12 years, 
and our children are grown. I retired a few years ago and we moved to DC from St. Louis, 
Missouri in 2015, for Patty’s job in medical research with the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation. We 
found Fourth Presbyterian, and joined in 2017, coming from a PCA church in St. Louis. At 
Fourth, Patty and I have been involved in the Blended Family group, and I have been helping 
facilitate the Grief Share program. I also help with audio support for Sunday evening services. 
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Finance and Stewardship or Facilities: Zack Koutsandreas  
I was born and raised a Greek Orthodox in this area (St. George).  In high school I was introduced 
to a youth group called Young Life (YL).  Through various YL leaders and prayers I eventually 
made my way to the realization that I very much needed Christ in my life and needed Him to be in 
charge. I have been active at Fourth since 1985 and became a member in 1989. I have served as an 
Elder on Session for two terms and as a Trustee two different terms as well.  Currently I sit on the 
Financial Services Committee and the Financial Investment Committee.  In addition, I assist with 
teaching at the 11 AM Sunday school class for the Young Adults and Recently Marrieds.  Lastly, I 
also served on the Nominating Committee in the late 90’s and am ready for another spiritually 
defining committee. 

Men’s Ministry: Kevin Jackson 
I was born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland. I graduated from Loyola High School and then 
from Towson University with a B.S. degree in Mass Communication. I currently work as an analyst 
for FINRA CAT, a subsidiary of the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority. 
In 1987, I became a born-again Christian and in 1988 married my wife, Carol, at McLean Bible 
Church. We have two children, Kim and Stephen. In 2000, our family started attending Fourth 
Presbyterian Church. Subsequently, Carol and I became members of the church and Kim and 
Stephen were both active in the church’s youth program. Kim was a summer staffer and Stephen 
worked as a summer camp counselor at the Fourth Presbyterian school.  
I served on the parking lot/bus committee for several years and throughout the years at the church, 
I have attended various Men’s Ministries events and Fourth Night events. 

Outreach/Missions Ministry: Lina Zenni 
God called me from a catholic background upbringing in Lebanon and Australia, to an evangelistic 
service in Beirut, Lebanon in 1974, where I first heard the Good News of salvation and 
surrendered my life to Christ. However, it was not until 1986 that I recommitted to walk in faith, 
obedience, and submission to HIS will. I began attending Fourth in 1992 and served in many 
capacities for various ministries including Graphic Design projects, International outreach, 
Evangelism Committee, Alpha, the Deacon Board (2004-9), and most recently the Missions 
Committee. After a 30-year career at the International Monetary Fund (1979-2009), God called 
me to return to Beirut for eldercare of parents (2009-17). There I connected with Christians 
serving throughout the Middle East, and my zeal for the Lord was reignited watching HIS Holy 
Spirit move in the hearts of people from all religious and cultural backgrounds, drawing and 
equipping them to minister back in their own countries throughout the MENA region. Over time, 
God’s purposes have crystallized to show that it’s 100% HIS leading and when we obey the call, we 
are privileged, humbled and honored to serve as vessels to manifest HIS glory throughout the 
world, to our families, friends, colleagues and in the Body of Christ at large locally and 
internationally.   

Women’s Ministry: Susan Scola 
I am a third-generation member of Fourth Church. (My parents were the second couple married 
in the Sanctuary back in 1957.) I remember learning stories of God’s faithfulness, learning how to 
pray, and singing praises to the LORD from a very young age. The youth ministry was vitally 
important to my Christian walk, and I am thankful for staff members who showed great love, 
modeling faith in action, throughout my teenage years. I began teaching Sunday School myself to 
fifth and sixth grade girls, where I met my husband, George who was teaching the boys. We were 
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married at Fourth 36 years ago. Shortly after that, I began a ministry at the church helping to co-
ordinate weddings. I helped 444 couples with their weddings from 1985 until 2009. I taught art and 
history at the Fourth School from the day it opened until it closed. I have also had the honor of 
speaking at Women of Fourth events and leading book club groups in the summer. 

Worship Ministry: John Richards 
I asked Christ to receive me into his kingdom at age 13 after I heard an evangelist at my church 
give historical reasons for the resurrection and what it means if Christ did indeed arise from the 
dead.  I sought at that point to ask the Lord to direct my steps since he was the one who made me 
and had a purpose for me.  I was led to serve at a Christian summer camp, attend a Christian 
college, and eventually spend over 30 years as a schoolteacher, involving myself in Christ-centered 
churches where I lived.  Louise and I met at Fourth in the 80s, married, and lived in Frostburg for 
20 years before returning to Bethesda in 2008 to take care of her ailing mother.  Following her 
mother’s passing we elected to stay here and involve ourselves at Fourth Pres.  I retired from 
teaching in 2015, have served previously on the Nominating Committee, and am pleased to be 
asked to serve again. 

Young Adult Ministry: Daniel Falcone 
I have been blessed by God to have been born into a Christian family and I came to Christ at a 
very early age.  I have been attending Fourth since I was an infant, having grown in my faith 
through the church’s youth ministry, and became a member of Fourth when I was a freshman in 
high school.  I spent several years during my time in college and post-graduation ministering to 
Fourth’s youth as a summer staffer for the middle school program and volunteer leader of a Bible 
study for high school boys and am now an active participant in Fourth’s young adult ministry.  
Professionally, I currently work in Washington, DC doing government affairs work for a 
manufacturing company. 
Having been an attendee of Fourth my whole life, I deeply cherish this church and its 
congregation.  I understand the awesome responsibility a member of the Nominating Committee 
has in the health of the church and in carrying out Christ’s mission for Fourth.  If approved by the 
congregation for this position I will diligently carry out my responsibilities, fully trusting in Christ 
for guidance and wisdom in my decision making. 

Youth Ministry: Dan Kauffman 
I have been a member of Fourth Presbyterian Church since 1994. My wife, Heather, and I met 
while serving as volunteers in the youth ministry in the mid 1990s. My wife also worked on 
summer staff in college. We were married at Fourth in 1998. Medical training and other 
responsibilities took us out of the area for the next 10 years. When we returned to Maryland in 
2008, we joined the church again. We now have three boys who are all active participants in the 
middle and high school youth ministry.  I have been teaching the sixth-grade boys Sunday school 
class for the past four years. Some of my earliest experiences at Fourth were with the youth 
ministry and I have continued to greatly value that part of Fourth’s mission over the years. 
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