
ADVENT COMMUNION
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020

Evening Worship | 6:00 p.m.

Delighting in God’s Glory  |  Demonstrating His Grace  |  Declaring His Gospel

PRELUDE   “Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen” (from 11 Chorale Preludes, Op. 122) Johannes Brahms 
  Wyeth Duncan, organ 

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*HYMN NO. 155  “Once in Royal David’s City” Irby
Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 

Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven, who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall: 

With the poor, and mean, and lowly lived on earth, our Savior holy.
Jesus is our childhood’s pattern, day by day like us he grew; 

He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew: 
And He feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
And our eyes at last shall see him thro’ his own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle is the Lord in heav’n above, 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone.

*RESPONSIVE READING

Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came to save. He said, “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on  
  me. Because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news and bind up the broken hearted.”
All:   He has come to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the  
  prisoners. Come Lord Jesus.
Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came to bring peace. It is said of him, “The Spirit of the Lord  
  will rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, of counsel and power. With  
  righteousness he will judge, and he will establish justice on all the earth.”
All:   The wolf will lie down with the lamb. The leopard will lie down with the goat. They will  
  neither harm nor destroy, for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the  
  waters cover the sea. Come Lord Jesus.
Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came to establish a new kingdom. It was promised that “the  
  people who walked in great  darkness have seen a great light. On those living in the shadow of  
  death a light has dawned.”
All:   For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be upon his  
  shoulders and he will be called, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
  Prince of Peace. Of  the increase of his government there will be no end. Come Lord Jesus.  
  Hosanna in the highest!
Pastor:  We recall that the Lord Jesus Christ came as God to be with us forever and “every valley shall be  
  raised up and every mountain and hill made low, the rough places shall become level, the rugged 
  places made smooth, and that the glory of the Lord shall be revealed.”
All:   The Sovereign Lord comes with power. He tends his flock like a shepherd; he gathers his  
  lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart. Come Lord Jesus.
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*HYMN   “O Shepherd, Hear and Lead Your Flock” St. Louis
O Shepherd, hear and lead your flock; as lambs we crave your care.

What strength on earth approaches yours, what mercies can compare?
Restore, O God, your favor, the radiance of your face 
To lighten and reveal the gift of your redeeming grace. 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Almighty God, who are rich in mercy to all those who call upon you; hear us now as we come humbly into your  
presence confessing our sins and imploring your  mercy and forgiveness. We have broken your Holy Law by word and 
deed. We have ignored your presence in the Spirit, and have failed to look for the return of our Savior and our Judge. 
Have mercy upon us and in your great goodness put away our offenses and cleanse us from our sins, and grant to us 
newness of life in which to serve you through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Leviticus 16:11–16
11 “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his house. He shall 
kill the bull as a sin offering for himself. 12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the Lord, and two 
handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil 13 and put the incense on the fire before the Lord, 
that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die. 14 And he shall take 
some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the 
mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with his finger seven times. 15 “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that 
is for the people and bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the blood of the bull, sprinkling it over 
the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. 16 Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, because of the uncleannesses 
of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins. And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells 
with them in the midst of their uncleannesses.

*HYMN NO. 145  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  Adeste Fidelis
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him–born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, O sing, all ye bright hosts of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n: 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!

ANTHEM  “We Three Kings” arr. Sarah Beall
  Julia Warker, soprano; Sarah Beall, piano 

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar–
Field and fountain, moor and mountain–following yonder star.

O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect Light.

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain; gold I bring to crown him again,
King forever, ceasing never over us all to reign.

Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh;
Prayer and praising, all men raising, worship him, God on high.

Myrrh is mine: its bitter perfume breathes a life of gathering gloom–
Sorr’wing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 

Glorious now behold him arise: King and God and Sacrifice;
Alleluia, Alleluia! Earth to heav’n replies.



PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Hebrews 9:11–14
11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things that have come, then through the greater and more 
perfect tent (not made with hands, that is, not of this creation) 12 he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means 
of the blood of goats and calves but by means of his own blood, thus securing an eternal redemption. 13 For if the blood 
of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the ashes of a heifer, sanctify for the purification of the flesh, 
14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify 
our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.

SERMON  “But When Christ Appeared” Rev. Thomas Myrick

*HYMN NO. 133  “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim,“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb: 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH–APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son   
  And to the Holy Ghost: as it was in the beginning,
  Is now and ever shall be, 
  World without end. Amen, amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE SUPPER

THE PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
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TONIGHT’S SERVICE

A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
6:00 p.m. 

“The Reason for Our Singing”
Psalm 145

Rev. Ron Meyer

*HYMN NO. 125  “Joy to the World!”  Antioch
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love and wonders, wonders of his love.

*BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE   “Fantasia on ‘Dix’” Lani Smith
  Wyeth Duncan, organ 

*Congregation standing as able

Face Coverings
Face coverings are required at all services.

Exiting the 6 p.m. services
• All congregants must exit the building after the service by either the front ramp entrance or the rear narthex 

entrance (whichever is closer).
• Following the benediction, the congregation is asked to exit using only the center aisle of the Sanctuary.
• Exit pew-by-pew, beginning with the pews closest to your exit.
• Move toward the center aisle, allowing those seated in the rows in front of you to exit first.
• If you would like to hear the entire postlude, please move toward the center of the pew and remain seated until the 

postlude concludes.
• Please maintain at least six feet of physical distancing at all times.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
Thursday | December 24

Family Service | 5:00 p.m., Upper Room 
Christmas Eve by Candlelight | 7:00*, 9:00, 11:00 p.m., Sanctuary

*The 7:00 p.m. service will be available via livestream at 4thpres.org/livestream.

MORNING SERVICE
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.

“A New Year of Mercy” 
Ephesians 2:1–10
Rev. Ron Meyer

EVENING SERVICE
6:00 p.m.

“The Lord Is In Your Midst” 
Zephaniah 3:14–20 

Rev. Thomas Myrick 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

will be celebrated.

NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27

2020 Annual Budget

2020 Year-to-Date Received 

$   5,164,765

$   4,023,383 


