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PRELUDE

WELCOME  

*CALL TO WORSHIP AND PRAYER OF INVOCATION

*HYMN    “O Come, All Ye Faithful” Adeste Fideles
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold him–born the King of angels!
O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, O sing, all ye bright hosts of heav’n above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n: 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 

SCRIPTURE LESSON  The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1–7
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in 
a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

*HYMN    “Away in a Manger” Cradle Song

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

 The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, but little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, and stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask thee to stay close by me forever, and love me, I pray. 
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, and fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

SCRIPTURE LESSON  The Angelic Announcement Luke 2:8–14

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

*HYMN    “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” Mendelssohn
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 

With th’angelic host proclaim,“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heaven adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb: 



Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness!  

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

SCRIPTURE LESSON  The Shepherds’ Response Luke 2:15–20

   When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found 
Mary and  Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.

*HYMN    “Angels We Have Heard on High” Gloria

Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.

Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be, Which inspire your heav’nly song?

Come to Bethlehem, and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the new-born King.

See within a manger laid Jesus, Lord of heav’n and earth! 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, with us sing our Savior’s birth.

SCRIPTURE LESSON  The Worship of the Wise Men Matthew  2:1–11

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to 
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” Then Herod summoned the 
wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before 
them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great 
joy. And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
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*HYMN   “Joy to the World!” Antioch
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 

And heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow far as the curse is found, 

Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love and wonders, wonders of his love.

SERMON   “Jesus, Why Did You Come?”  Rev. Thomas Myrick
   Genesis 3:8–15

*HYMN    “Silent Night” Stille Nacht

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born!

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

*BENEDICTION

*Congregation standing as able

NEXT SUNDAY

DECEMBER 27, 2020

MORNING SERVICE 
8:00, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 

“A New Year of Mercy” 
Ephesians 2:1–10
Rev. Ron Meyer

EVENING SERVICE 
6:00 p.m.

“The Lord Is In Your Midst” 
Zephaniah 3:14–20 

Rev. Thomas Myrick


