
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #19

Farewell to Paul

The Apostle Paul is one of the most famous figures in 
history. Historians tell us that he was born in AD 5 in 
Tarsus and died in AD 64/67 in Rome. But we know so 
much more about him. Where do we get the 
information?

There are two ways: from the book of the Bible 
we’ve been studying this summer - Acts - and 
according to Paul’s own words that were inspired by 
the Holy Spirit in Paul’s own letters. We can read 
them in the New Testament section of the Bible. 
When we weave together the historical accounts in 
Acts with Paul’s letters, the result can be an 
understanding of who Paul was and what God used 
him to do.

Paul’s Early Life
Based on the Book of Acts, Paul was a Roman 
citizen. He was from a Jewish family from the city of 
Tarsus, a small, trade city on the Mediterranean Sea. 
Acts also describes Paul as a tentmaker. Making 
tents seems to have been his job (Acts 18:1-3). 

Paul was Jewish and had been educated in the strictest Jewish tradition. He was very smart 
and had studied in Jerusalem under a very famous rabbi named Gamaliel. In addition, Paul 
was a Roman citizen, which seemed to be quite a privilege in that day, allowing him a 
certain amount of freedom and protection.

Paul’s Dramatic Change
Before Acts 13, Paul was known as Saul, a Hebrew name. When he was sent out to preach 
and teach people who were not Jewish, he became known as Paul, his Roman name. When 
we first read about Saul in Acts, he is a persecutor of Christians. He later wrote to the church 
in Galatia, “For you have heard of my former life how I persecuted the church of God and 
violently tried to destroy it.” In Acts 7:58-8:1, he is named as among those who approved of 
the stoning of Stephen, one of the first martyrs of the Christian church.

Then, in Acts 9, we read the story of the resurrected Jesus meeting Paul on the Damascus 
Road, where Jesus said, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” (Acts 9:4) and that 
changed everything. That meeting caused Paul to believe that Jesus was truly the Messiah, 
the one the Jews had been waiting for. At that point, Paul devoted all his energy to 

I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the 

race, I have kept the 
faith. Henceforth there 

is laid up for me the 
crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the 
righteous judge, will 
award to me on that 

day, and not only to me 
but also to all who have 

loved his appearing.
2 Timothy 4:7-8 



proclaiming the message of Jesus to Jewish people like himself, then beyond to the nations 
and to the Gentiles. 

Paul’s Dynamic Message
His basic message was that the Messiah, the Savior that the Jews were waiting for and that 
the Scripture had pointed to, had come. Jesus was the Messiah! Paul said the promises 
that God had made concerning the Savior had come to pass. The Jews no longer needed 
to continue in all their ceremony and follow all their laws. Now they just needed to accept 
and believe that God had sent his Son who had obeyed every law and kept every rule. A 
new day had come!

Paul’s message was that people could never obey God's laws completely, and they 
needed a Messiah to save them. Jesus had done it all when he paid for our sin on the 
cross. He took our sin and gave us his righteousness. So when the jailer asked Paul what he 
could he do to be saved, Paul answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be 
saved.” Believing in Jesus was all that was needed. Nothing else.

But the Jewish leaders, who once accepted Paul as their own, now opposed Paul and his 
message. From the time Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus until the end of his life, 
that never changed.

But it didn’t matter how much opposition there was, the good news of Jesus kept 
advancing.

Paul’s Missionary Journeys
Acts tells us that Paul took at least three missionary journeys to cities and towns in the area 
of the Mediterranean Sea. Some of the areas were Galatia and Corinth, Ephesus and 
Macedonia, and finally Rome. As Paul preached and taught, small churches began to 
spring up and grow. These visits resulted in the beginning of 
many churches.

Paul’s Letters
The Apostle Paul is considered to be the author of 
thirteen books in the New Testament: Romans, 1 Corinthians, 
2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Colossians, 1 
Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, 
and Philemon. These books are actually letters—or epistles—
which were written to the churches Paul had planted and to 
people he met on his missionary journeys. In the letters, Paul 
explained how God loved the world and sent his Son.

Paul’s Suffering 
From the very beginning when he had to escape from 
Damascus in a basket over the wall, to the shipwreck and snake bite at Malta , Paul 
suffered much for the Lord Jesus. But in a letter he wrote to one church he said, “Rejoice in 
the Lord always.” Maybe it was hard rejoicing when Paul had been beaten or put in prison 
for preaching the gospel. But he knew Jesus loved him and had died on the cross for his 
sins. Jesus had changed Paul’s life. He had rescued him and had given him a new life. 
Jesus was always with him. In his suffering, Jesus had never left him.



Closing Prayer
Father, thank you for this gift of 
salvation. Help us to remember that 
you sent your own Son to die for us so 
that we may be made alive in Christ. 
Thank you for the beautiful words you 
gave Paul, written in the Bible for us to 
read today! Help us to want to know 
those words and to understand them. 
Please use us to do your work in our 
day. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Conclusion
At the end of Paul’s life he wrote to a young friend named Timothy, “I have fought the 
good fight. I have finished the course. I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me a 
crown of righteousness which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day.”

The Bible does not tell us, but we can learn from historians, that Paul eventually was 
executed in Rome, making him a martyr like Stephen, Peter, and many others.

Today, Paul, that great missionary who traveled from city to city preaching and telling 
others about the Lord Jesus, is with him in Heaven.

Questions
Younger

• What is a missionary?

• Who did Paul tell people about?

• Where can we find Paul’s letters?

Older

• In this series on Acts, what are some new 
things you learned?

• What were some of the books in the 
Bible that Paul wrote?

Going Deeper: Paul’s Message
Paul’s message was and still is a simple message to understand, but a hard message to 
hear. It was and is hard to hear because of pride. The Holy Spirit led Paul to write in 
Ephesians, chapter 2:

But God being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he 
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 
together with Christ - by grace you have been saved...

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own 
doing. It is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

The Jewish leaders wanted to think they had something to do with their salvation, that 
somehow they were good enough on their own to stand before a Holy God on Judgment 
Day. The Jewish leaders had trouble with that. Sometimes it is hard for us too!



Hymn: Rock of Ages
Augustus Toplady published this hymn in March 1776. The second verse 

sounds just like Paul’s message! “Not the labor of my hands can fulfill 
Thy law’s demands. Thou must save, and Thou alone!”

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee;

Let the water and the blood,
From Thy wounded side which flowed,

Be of sin the double cure,
Save from wrath and make me pure.

Not the labor of my hands
Can fulfill Thy law’s demands;

Could my zeal no respite know,

Could my tears forever flow,
All for sin could not atone;

Thou must save, and Thou alone.

Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling;

Naked, come to Thee for dress;

Helpless, look to Thee for grace;
Foul, I to the fountain fly;
Wash me, Savior, or I die.

While I draw this fleeting breath,
When my eyes shall close in death,

When I rise to worlds unknown,

And behold Thee on Thy throne,
Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in Thee.


