
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #18

Adventures on the Way to Rome

Rome
In all of Paul’s travels, there was one city Paul wanted to visit 
more than any other and that was Rome. In Paul’s day, Rome 
was the largest and most splendid of the ancient cities and 
people visited from everywhere.

Did you know that there is a book in the Bible called Romans?  
It follows the book of Acts, and was written by Paul to Christians 
in Rome. The book of Romans is considered by many to be one 
of the most important books in the Bible. It’s the book where 
the foundation of our faith -- what our church believes -- is 
explained most completely. It has the clearest and most 
complete summary of the gospel message of any single book 
in the Bible. Many very important Christian leaders whose 
names are familiar to us - John Calvin, Martin Luther and John 
Wesley - became Christians when they read the book of 
Romans. That’s where they understood their need for a Savior 
and what Christ had done for them. 

At the beginning of Romans Paul wrote, “without ceasing I 
mention you always in my prayers, asking that somehow by 

God’s will I may know at last success in coming to you. For I long to see you.… I have often 
intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented.”(Romans 1:9b-12)

Paul had written them a letter, but Paul had never been there! Not until Acts 28, where we 
read that he did arrive, just probably not in the way he expected! Paul arrived in Rome as a 
prisoner. It was his last missionary journey.

The Storm at Sea
Paul had been a prisoner in Caesarea for two years when in the autumn of A.D. 59 he 
boarded a ship setting sail for Italy. It was a long and dangerous trip. Paul describes it in Acts 
27. The whole chapter is filled with details about the trip. It’s as though Paul was writing a 
daily log or a diary about what happened. He names the cities and towns they sailed by, 
how difficult sailing was, and how bad the weather was.  

Even though Paul was not a sailor per se, he was experienced. He had sailed many places 
on his missionary journeys.  At the beginning of this trip he had warned the sailors not to go. 
Paul knew it was not the time of year for such a long trip. The weather could be a threat. But 
they didn’t listen to Paul. 

At one point as they got further into their journey, what began as a gentle wind turned into a 
raging storm called a northeaster. It was like a hurricane tossing the ship to and fro. The Bible 

And we know 
that for those 
who love God 
all things work 
together for 
good, for those 
who are called 
according to his 
purpose.
Romans 8:28

Acts 27:1-28:10



says after three days the crew had to throw the cargo and all their supplies overboard to 
keep the ship afloat. No sun or stars appeared for many days and the storm continued 
raging. The crew and the prisoners finally gave up all hope of being saved.  

Paul Encourages His Shipmates
Paul did not have the power to calm the storm like Jesus did, but Paul had received God’s 
grace and now was able to extend that grace to others by encouraging them when they 
were afraid. The Bible says Paul stood before everyone on the ship and said:

“Men, you should have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and 
incurred this injury and loss. Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no 
loss of life among you, but only of the ship. For this very night there stood before 
me an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship, and he said, ‘Do 
not be afraid, Paul; you must stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted 
you all those who sail with you.’ So take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it 
will be exactly as I have been told. But we must run aground on some island.”

Paul believed in what God had promised and because of that he was able to encourage 
others.

At one point, the other prisoners thought land was nearby and so they tried to escape, but 
Paul knew what was happening and he went to the soldiers and told them that it was 
important that everyone stay together. To survive they needed everyone’s help. That’s the 
only way they could be saved. This time the soldiers listened to Paul and prevented the 
prisoners from escaping.  

Another time on the journey, when no one had eaten for days, Paul encouraged them. 
“As day was about to dawn, Paul urged them all to take some food, saying, ‘Today is the 
fourteenth day that you have continued in suspense and without food, having taken 
nothing. Therefore I urge you to take some food. For it will give you strength, for not a hair is 
to perish from the head of any of you.’ And when he had said these things, he took bread, 
and giving thanks to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat. Then they 
all were encouraged and ate some food themselves.”

The Shipwreck
Finally, they saw a sandy beach in the distance and decided to anchor 
the boat, but they were headed for a sandbar that was hidden under 
the water.  The sailors were unable to see it and the boat hit the sandbar 
with such force that it was broken to pieces and everyone had to jump 
overboard and swim or grab a piece of the wood from the ship and 
float to shore.

The Snake Bite
They all arrived safely on the beach of an island called Malta and the 
islanders --the people living there -- showed kindness and welcomed 
Paul and the others. It was raining and cold, so they built a fire. Paul 
helped by gathering a bundle of sticks to add to the fire, but he didn’t 
know that a snake was resting in the bundle.  When Paul began to 
place the wood on the fire, the snake felt the heat, jumped from the 



Closing Prayer
Lord, your promises are true. What you 
say will happen, happens. Forgive us 
when we doubt your word. Help us to 
know what your promises are and give 
us faith to believe them. In Jesus’s 
name, Amen.

wood, and bit Paul’s hand.  But Paul just shook the snake off into the fire and he was fine.  
The islanders watched him expecting that he would get sick and die from the snake bite. 
They watched and waited a long time, but nothing happened to Paul! It was a miracle.

Arrived!
After a few months, Paul and the others set sail for Rome and when they arrived, Paul was 
still considered a prisoner, but he wasn’t made to stay in prison. Now he was allowed to live 
by himself with a soldier guarding him. 

The book of Acts ends with Paul living in Rome for “two years welcoming all who came to 
him proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance.” God kept his promise and Paul had arrived at his long-
awaited destination.

Questions
Younger

• What city did Paul want to visit?

•   What happened on the trip?

•   Who always keeps his promises?

Older

• How did Paul encourage the soldiers and 
prisoners who were traveling with him?

• What miracle occurred on the island of 
Malta?

Going Deeper: The Providence of God
In Acts 27 and 28, we see that Paul could have drowned on this dangerous journey, been 
killed as the ship wrecked against the sandbar, or been poisoned by a deadly snake! But 
instead God brought him to Rome, just like he had promised. God has the riches, the 
wisdom and the knowledge to bring to pass all things he plans.  Before his trip to Rome, 
Paul wrote these words:

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!

“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”
 “Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?”

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.



Hymn: Great is Thy Faithfulness
Thomas O. Chisholm wrote the lyrics of this hymn in 1923.

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
there is no shadow of turning with thee; 

thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not; 
as thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Refrain: 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see:
all I have needed thy hand hath provided-

Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above

join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. [Refrain]

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,

blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! [Refrain]


