
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #14

Farewell to Peter

In the book of Acts we’ve seen how God used Peter to grow his new Spirit filled church.  But 
after Acts 12, Peter almost disappears! Because he’s such an interesting character in the 
New Testament and there’s lots we can learn from him, this week we’ll take a closer look at 
Peter. 

His Name, His Family, His Job
Peter was born about 1 B.C. and died sometime around 
A.D. 67. His name originally was Simon, until Jesus 
changed it to Peter which means “rock.” He grew up 
around the Sea of Galilee and had at least one brother, 
named Andrew. And we know he had a wife. We know 
that because the Bible says one day Jesus went to Peter’s 
house and healed his mother-in-law. (A mother-in-law is 
the mother of a husband or a wife. Your mom’s mother-in-
law is your dad’s mom.) Like so many men who lived 
where Peter lived, he was a fisherman. That wasn’t his 
hobby or something fun he did on weekends. Fishing was 
his job, the way he earned a living and supported his 
family... until one day Jesus met him on the beach …  

From Fisherman to Fisher of Men: 
Mark 1:16-18, Luke 5:1-11
Peter had been fishing all night long and was busy 

cleaning his net when Jesus told him to“take the boat out into the deeper water and let the 
nets down so we can catch some fish.” Peter said, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything.” Peter understood that it’s better to fish at nighttime, but now the 
sun was shining, and it was not the best time to fish. But because Jesus asked, Peter let down 
the nets. The Bible says as soon as the big fishing net went into the water, it was filled with 
fish! Fish must have come swimming from everywhere. There were so 
many fish in the net that it began to tear. 

Peter didn’t thank Jesus for the large catch of fish. Instead he was 
troubled. The Bible says when Peter saw all the fish, he fell at Jesus’ 
knees and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” It seems 
all of a sudden, Peter knew that God was in that boat with him. And 
what did Jesus say to Peter as he knelt in front of him? “Don’t be 
afraid; from now on you will catch men!” Jesus had a job for Peter to 
do - no more fishing on boats with heavy nets. Now the Lord Jesus 
would help Peter tell others about him and many would believe.

Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under 
the mighty hand of 
God so that at the 
proper time he 
may exalt you, 
casting all your 
anxieties on him, 
because he cares 
for you. 

I Peter 5:6-7



Tossed About: Matthew 14:22-33
For three years Peter followed Jesus. He heard him teach and saw many miracles 
performed that only God could do. One day, Jesus sent the disciples out on the boat while 
he went up the mountain to pray.  When it was evening, a terrible storm came, and waves 
smashed against the boat. The disciples were afraid, thinking they might drown, when 
Jesus came to them walking on the water. At first the disciples thought he was a ghost, but 
immediately Jesus spoke, “Take heart: it is I. Don’t be afraid.”  Peter answered, “Lord if it is 
you, command me to come to you on the water.” Jesus said, “Come.” Peter got out of the 
boat and walked on the water to Jesus. But when he saw the wind and the waves, he was 
afraid and, beginning to sink, Peter cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached 
out his hand, took hold of Peter, and said, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”

Six Men on the Mountain: Luke 9:28-36, Matthew 17:1-8
One day Jesus took Peter, James, and John to the top of a mountain and as Jesus was 
praying, his face started to change. It became shiny, so shiny and bright, his face was like 
the sun!  And His clothes changed too.  They became bright as a flash of lightning. (This is 
called the transfiguration.) 

Then the Bible says two men appeared in glorious splendor and stood next to Jesus talking 
to him. One was Moses and the other man was Elijah.  Both of them had lived many, many 
years before and now, they were standing there with the Lord Jesus talking about what 
would be happening soon, how Jesus would die on the cross to save God’s people from 
their sin.  

Then Peter thought he had a good idea. He said to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be 
here. Let us put up three tents, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.”   It seems 
Peter wanted to stay right there on that mountain. But God didn’t plan for them to stay 
there. God’s plan was for Jesus to go back down to the city to die for sinners, for you and 
me.  And as for Peter, James, and John, well, they had work to do as well. They would be 
Jesus’ witnesses.

While Peter was still speaking, a great cloud came down. It surrounded them, and they 
became afraid.  Then they heard a voice coming from the cloud. “This is my Son, whom I 
have chosen; listen to him.” It was God’s own voice saying those words about his Son, the 
Lord Jesus! When the disciples heard this, they fell down with their faces to the ground, 
terrified, until Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up. Don’t be afraid.” When the 
disciples looked up, there was Jesus standing alone, looking the way he always looked.  
And the disciples followed Jesus down the mountain.

The Right Answers: Matthew 16:13-18, 
Luke 9:18-27, John 6:66-68
One day Jesus asked his disciples a very, very important question, “Who do people say the 
Son of Man is?”  (Jesus called himself the Son of Man.) One of the disciples answered, 
“some people say that you are John the Baptist, some say you are Elijah or Jeremiah.” 
Then Jesus asked, “Who do you say I am?” Right away Peter spoke up.  “You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”  Peter’s answer was the right one.  

Another time, after many who had been following Jesus left him, he asked his disciples, 
“Do you want to go away as well?” Peter answered, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 



have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you 
are the Holy One of God.”  

Peter knew who Jesus was and followed him, but Peter wasn’t perfect.  He was weak just like 
we sometimes are, and we see that most clearly the night before Jesus was crucified.

Denying Jesus: Matthew 26:31-35, 69-75; Luke 22:34
Jesus had told his disciples something that made them sad. “Tonight, you will all leave me,” he 
said.  “You will scatter away like little sheep when someone hurts their shepherd!” Immediately 
Peter said, “Oh no!  I will never leave you. Even if everybody else does, I will never leave you, 
Jesus. I will stay with you even if it means that I will die!” But Jesus knew what Peter would do. 
Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you 
know me.” And then, what Jesus said would happen, happened . . .

The Jewish leaders arrested Jesus and mistreated him, and the disciples scattered. Peter 
followed from a distance, but when he was asked three times if he knew Jesus, Peter denied 
it. He said he didn’t even know who Jesus was. And after the third time, the Bible says a 
rooster crowed.  When Peter remembered what Jesus had said, “Before the rooster crows, you 
will deny me three times,” the Bible says he went out and wept bitterly.

But that isn’t the end of Peter’s story.

Back to the Beach: John 21:15-17
Jesus came to him. It was after Jesus had died 
on the cross, rose from the dead and was 
appearing to his followers. Like Peter’s first 
meeting with Jesus, it happened on the beach. 
Jesus came and asked Peter, “Do you love me?” 
He asked Peter that three times and Peter 
answered three times, “Yes, you know that I love 
you.” Three times Peter had denied Jesus, but 
now three times Jesus was giving him the 
opportunity to say that he loved him. Jesus could have spoken harshly to Peter, reminded him 
of his failures, told him never to do that again. But Jesus knew Peter would fail again, just like 
all of us.  Instead Jesus wanted Peter’s love, his heart.  

There’s much, much more to learn from Peter. But one very encouraging thing to remember is 
what happened on the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came. That day, weak, scared 
Peter became strong, brave Peter as he stood before a great crowd of people telling about 
Jesus, and three thousand people believed. No denying Jesus that day! As the Holy Spirit 
gave Peter courage to tell others about Jesus, we can ask God for the same courage to tell 
our friends and neighbors about Jesus too!

Closing Prayer
Your word doesn’t only tell us the good things about the people who loved and followed you.  
It tells us about the good things AND the bad things.  For that we give you thanks because it 
helps us to understand ourselves, our own weaknesses and our need for your help and 
strength as we go through life.  Help us to grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, just like Peter encourages us to!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.



Going Deeper: Peter, the Letter Writer
We actually don’t need to say goodbye to Peter in Acts 12. We can pick up a Bible and 
read his words that were inspired by the Holy Spirit anytime we choose to! They are the 
books of 1 and 2 Peter, found in the last part of the New Testament. 

Peter wrote his first letter probably from Rome around A.D. 62-63. He wrote the letter to 
Christians who had been scattered throughout the area that today we call Turkey. He 
wrote to encourage them to continue and persevere in faith even when they were 
suffering persecution.  

The second letter, 2 Peter, was written a few years later from a prison cell in Rome. History, 
not the Bible, tells us Peter was executed not long after writing this second letter. He was a 
martyr for Christ.

Peter’s final words in the second letter to the church and to us are to encourage us to 
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  To him be the glory 
both now and to the day eternity.  Amen.”

Questions
• Which story about Peter was your very favorite?

• What new information did you learn?

• You can find lots of stories about Peter in the Gospels.  
What do you know that wasn’t mentioned here?

• What is something new you learned about Jesus?

• How can we be encouraged and warned by looking 
closely at what the Bible tells us about Peter?



Hymn: More Love to Thee, O Christ
Jesus wanted Peter’s heart, his love.  He wants ours too.

More love to Thee, O Lord,
  More love to Thee!

Hear Thou the prayer I make
  On bended knee;

This is my earnest plea:
  More love, O Lord, to Thee,

More love to Thee,
  More love to Thee!

Once earthly joy I craved,
  Sought peace and rest;
Now Thee alone I seek,
  Give what is best;

This all my prayer shall be:
  More love, O Lord, to Thee,

More love to Thee,
  More love to Thee!

Let sorrow do its work,
Send grief and pain;

Sweet are Thy messengers,
  Sweet their refrain,

When they can sing with me,
  More love, O Lord, to Thee,

More love to Thee,
More love to Thee!

Then shall my latest breath
Whisper Thy praise;

This be the parting cry
  My heart shall raise;

This still its prayer shall be:
More love, O Lord, to Thee,

More love to Thee,
More love to Thee!

Elizabeth Prentiss (1818 - 1878)
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