
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #4

A Lame Man Leaps for Joy!

Do you know your whole name - your first and your middle and 
your last name? Most of us have three names. Sometimes 
moms and dads give their children family names, the names of 
grandparents or other members of their family whom they 
want to honor. Some parents give their children a name just 
because they love that name. It’s a favorite. A child’s name is 
the first gift parents give their child and it’s very special. As 
children grow they need to remember that if they really like 
their name or if they don’t, it was a special gift given to 
them by parents who loved them and that makes it a 
beautiful name.

But do you know what name is the most beautiful name of all? 
It’s the name God the Father chose for his son. It’s Jesus. 
Sometimes we refer to him as the Lord Jesus Christ. His name is 
the most beautiful and the most powerful name there is and in 
this week’s huddle, we’re going to learn more about Jesus’ 
name.

In Acts 1 we saw how the apostles waited for the Holy Spirit. In 
Acts 2, we saw how the Holy Spirit came with the sound of a 
mighty rushing wind and tongues of fire. In Acts 3, where we 
find this Bible story, we’ll see how the Holy Spirit gave Jesus’ 
disciples power.

The Setting
The Bible says that it was three o’clock in the afternoon 
and Peter and John were going to the temple to pray.

There was a gate by the temple called the Beautiful 
Gate. That seems like a strange name for a gate, but it 
was called the Beautiful Gate because it was beautiful! 
The gate was covered with bronze and it looked like 
gold. To get from one part of the temple to the other, 
Peter and John needed to walk through the Beautiful 
Gate.

At that time of day, there were lots of people going into the temple and because of that, there 
were lots of beggars who would gather at the entrance begging for money, hoping someone 
would feel sorry for them and place a coin or two in the little pot they carried.

Acts 3:1-11

Then will the 
eyes of the blind 
be opened and 
the ears of 
the deaf unstopped. 
Then will the 
lame leap 
like a deer,
and the mute 
tongue shout 
for joy.

Isaiah 35:5-6a



The Lame Beggar
On that day, there was one particular man begging by the Beautiful Gate. This man was 
lame. He couldn’t walk. In fact, the Bible says that this man had never walked, never in his 
whole life, even when he was a little boy. He had never run. He had never jumped.

Now he was a grown up man, but in those days it meant he couldn’t work because he 
couldn’t walk. The Bible says every day the man would be carried to the Beautiful Gate and 
laid there where he would beg for money from the people going into the temple. We don’t 
know who would bring the lame man to the temple. Maybe it was his family. Maybe it was 
his friends. But one thing we know for sure: every day, he was there.

It was three o’clock in the afternoon and there sat the poor, lame beggar probably holding 
a little pot of some kind asking those passing by for money.

The Miracle
Just then Peter and John walked by on their way to the temple to pray. The Bible says the 
beggar saw them just as they were about to enter the temple, and he asked for money, like 
he had asked everyone else.

The man probably didn’t have any idea that Peter and John were Jesus’ disciples. He 
probably didn’t know that the Holy Spirit had come. The beggar was just probably hungry 
and thought maybe they would give him a couple of coins. So he asked for some. 

But that poor beggar was about to get a big surprise! The Bible says Peter and John looked 
right at him. They stared at him. Peter said, “Look at us!” and the 
beggar did, expecting to receive some money. He probably was 
disappointed at first when Peter said, “I have no silver and gold.” But 
then Peter said something else, “What I do have I give to you. In the  
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” Then the Bible 
says Peter reached down and took the man’s right hand and raised 
him up. (Remember, this man was lame. His legs had not worked . . . 
ever.)

The Bible says instantly the man’s feet and ankles became strong, 
and leaping up he stood and began to walk. He followed Peter and 
John right into the temple courts walking and leaping and praising 
God. It was in Jesus’ powerful name that the man could walk!

The Reaction
The people in the temple recognized the leaping man. They remembered that he was the 
one who sat by the Beautiful Gate begging. They had seen him many times. But he had 
never been walking before! The people were shocked. The Bible says they were filled with 
wonder and amazement. (That means they could hardly believe their eyes.)

More and more people came running to see this changed man. When they got close 
enough, Peter began telling them about the Lord Jesus. Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, told 
the people how they must believe in Jesus and repent of their sins.

And what was that beggar doing? The Bible says he was just standing there clinging to Peter 
and John. But he was probably listening closely to what they were saying about Jesus. He 
had just heard that name. Peter had said, “In the name of Jesus, walk.” And the beggar 
who had never walked, walked!



Questions
Younger Children

• In Acts 3, who was sitting at the Beautiful Gate?

• What was the poor, lame man doing there?

• Who healed the poor man’s legs and feet so that 
he could walk?

• Whose name is more beautiful and powerful than 
anyone else’s?

Older Children

• What did the beggar think Peter and John were 
going to give him?

• Why were Peter’s words able to make the 
man walk?

• How should we treat Jesus’ name?

• Why do we end our prayers by saying, in 
Jesus’ name?

Closing Prayer
Lord Jesus, we pray that you will help us learn how beautiful and powerful your name really 
is. Help us to honor your name – to say it in meaningful and worshipful ways. Help us not to 
say it carelessly. Thank you that you are powerful and great ... and you have chosen to 
love us. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

God has highly 
exalted him and 
bestowed on him the 
name that is above 
every name, so that 
at the name of Jesus 
every knee should 
bow, in heaven and 
on earth and under 
the earth, and every 
tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord.

Philippians 2:9-11

Going Deeper: “in Jesus’ name, Amen”
At the end of our prayers, we often say, “in Jesus’ name, Amen.” Because we say those 
words so often, we could easily forget how important they really are. When we say in Jesus’ 
name, we’re saying that we understand that we don’t have the right to pray or to ask a 
holy God for anything on our own. Our sin separates us from God. But Jesus said, “I am the 
way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” That means 
we can only go to God because Jesus died for our sins. Then, when we’re sad, or hurt, or 
need help, or have done something wrong and need to ask God to forgive us, we can pray 
to him in Jesus’ name and know for sure that He hears us.


