
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #5

God’s Spirit-Filled Church

The Tabernacle/The Temple
In the Old Testament when God’s people worshiped, they 
gathered in and around the Tabernacle. It was a tent that 
they would pack up and carry through the desert. It was a lot 
of work setting that up and because it was where God 
dwelled, it had to be done in a very specific way. Then later 
King Solomon supervised the building of the Temple. God 
gave his father, David, the plans, but King Solomon was in 
charge of the building. It was beautiful. But because God’s 
people sinned, war came and the temple was destroyed. It 
was rebuilt a little later on, but destroyed again about 70 
years after Jesus was born. Today when Christians gather to 
meet, it’s not in a tabernacle or a temple. Now we gather in 
a church.

The Church
The first time the word church is used in the whole Bible is in 
the Gospel of Matthew where Jesus says I will build my 
church. But Jesus wasn’t talking about a building, he was 
talking about people, people who love him. Christians go to 
a building called the church, but in fact, they are the church. 
We are the church.

Before the Holy Spirit came, there weren’t a large number of 
people who believed, but when he came on the day of 
Pentecost, things changed and God’s church, believers, 
began to multiply. Luke writes in Acts 2 and Acts 4 how that 
happened.

Every day the disciples would go into the streets of Jerusalem and into the Temple and tell 
people about the Lord Jesus. They were his witnesses. And every day God caused more and 
more people to believe. He was causing his church to grow.

In Acts, it says the new believers did five things.

First, they listened as the disciples taught from the Scriptures.
Maybe they sat in a group like we’re doing today, listening to someone teach them about 
Jesus and they listened well. These new Christians didn’t think that because the Holy Spirit had 
come they didn’t need a teacher. Not at all! The Bible says they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching. That means they really wanted to learn about God. They wanted to really 
understand and for that to happen, they knew they needed a teacher.

Acts 2:42-47, 4:32-37

If anyone has 
earthly goods, 
sees his brother 
in need, and closes 
his heart against him, 
how can God’s 
love abide in him?
I John 3:17



Second, they loved one another. 
God’s people would gather and they would talk, eat, and laugh together. The Bible calls 
that koinonia (pronounced koy-no-nee-ah), what we call fellowship. Koinonia is a special 
relationship Christians have with each other because we worship the same God. He is ours. 
We are his and in a sense that means we belong to one another. The Bible says Christians are 
really brothers and sisters even though they may not live in the same house, or have the 
same last name or their skin may be different colors, or they may speak different languages. 
Those who love Jesus are all one big family and together we enjoy koinonia.

Third, they celebrated the Lord’s Supper. 
Remember when Jesus took bread and wine and said “When you eat this 
bread and drink this wine, remember me”? In our church, when we come 
together to worship, sometimes we take a piece of bread and a some 
grape juice and we all eat and drink together remembering the death of 
our Lord Jesus and his promise to come again. That’s what the Christian 
church did when it began a long time ago, right after the day of 
Pentecost, and that’s what it does today.

Fourth, they prayed.
All who love the Lord Jesus want to hear what he has to tell them and those 
words can only be found one place - the Bible. God’s people want to hear his 
Word and they want to say words back to him, and that’s called prayer. 
Whenever you love somebody you talk to them. The new believers would 
gather together to learn what God’s word said and they would pray.

Fifth, they shared.
The Bible says these new believers did all these things together and there was a spirit of love. 
Everybody shared everything they had. Nobody would say “this is mine,” but instead 
everything belonged to everybody. None of the first believers needed anything, because 
the other believers would sell what they had and give it to whomever was in need. Nobody 
made them share. Instead everybody wanted to share because God had given them such 
a love and concern for each other.

In Acts 4 we learn about a man named Barnabas who owned a field. The field belonged to 
him. It was his, and he sold it. And you know what he did with the money he made from 
selling his field? He brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. He was giving his 
money to the apostles so that they could give it to anyone who was in need.

The Bible says everyday the new believers would meet together in the Temple and in their 
homes. And that they would praise God together.

And do you know what the Lord did? He caused more and more people to believe so that 
his Church grew bigger every day.

That’s how Luke describes the Christian church after the Holy Spirit came. Since then, the 
church continues to grow. Those who love the Lord Jesus have told people about him in 
almost every land in the whole world. On that day of Pentecost more than 3,000 people 
believed. But today there are so many people who believe in Jesus that they can’t even be 
counted! The Holy Spirit had given his people, his church, power to tell others about Jesus. 
They did and Christ’s church grew.



Questions
Younger Children

• Who promised that he would build his church?

• Who is the church?

• Where does God speak to us?

• What is it called when we speak to him?

• How does God want his people to treat each other?

Older Children

• Where did believers gather before the day of Pentecost?

• What are some ways Acts 2 describes the church after Pentecost?

• What’s another word for fellowship?

• Why would Christian fellowship (koinonia) be different that relationships we have with 
friends who aren’t Christians?

• When Jesus said he would build his church, what did he mean?

• What did Barnabas do?

Closing Prayer
Dear Father, give us a desire to be like the church in Acts. Give us a desire to learn about 
you, to pray to you, and to love and care for one another. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Going Deeper: Our Church
Some people call our church Fourth. Some people call it Fourth Church. Some people call it 
Fourth Presbyterian Church. (That’s the whole name!)

Fourth is a number and the word Presbyterian means that we are a Christian church and the 
leaders of our church are elders, men who love Jesus and promise to love and pray for us.

Our church was formed in 1828 and that was 191 years ago!!! The church building wasn’t in 
Bethesda like it is now. It was in Washington DC, which didn't look like it does today.  People 
didn't drive cars; they had horses and carriages.  In fact, it was so long ago that no one had 
even heard of decorating a tree at Christmas and ketchup had just been invented! 

A lot has changed since our church began. But one thing has never changed. For all those 
years, our church has taught the Gospel - the good news of Jesus Christ and his love for 
sinners like us. We give thanks to God for our church and pray that he would continue to use 
Fourth, and to use us, for his kingdom work.

And we look forward to that great day when all of God’s church - believers who have 
worshiped at Fourth, believers who live in other parts of the world, believers who lived before 
us and believers who will live after us - will all be joined together.

Then the whole church that Jesus built will be gathered together in Heaven to worship him 
forever.


