
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #9

On the Road to Damascus

Saul
So far in our study of Acts, Saul is mentioned 3 times:

• When Stephen was stoned, the witnesses who were there 
laid their clothes at his feet. (7:58)

• Saul gave approval of Stephen’s death .(8:1)

• Saul was ravaging the church, going house to house 
searching for Christians and when he found them, he 
would drag them off to prison. (8:3)

Acts 9 begins by saying Saul was still breathing threats and 
murder against the disciples of the Lord. That seems to say 
that he was more determined than ever to do anything and 
everything he could to stop the spread of the gospel. He was 
an enemy of Jesus and his church and if he had been able, 
Saul would have destroyed the new church.

We know a little more about Saul from other parts of the New 
Testament. He was smart and educated. He knew lots of 
things, especially about the law and about the part of the 
Bible that Moses had written. Saul was Jewish. He was a 
leader in the Jewish synagogue. Leaders in the synagogue 
were called Pharisees and like most Pharisees, he didn’t 
believe that Jesus was God’s son or that he had died on the 
cross for sin or rose from the dead. Saul didn’t believe that he 
was a sinner who needed God’s forgiveness. He thought that 
he could live a life pleasing to the Lord on his own, with no 
need for a Savior or someone to die for his sins.

What Saul believed was totally different from what the 
apostles in the new church were teaching, so Saul was 
relentless in trying to stop them. In Acts 9, we read that Saul 
went to a very important leader in the synagogue, the high 
priest, and asked for letters that he could take to the 
synagogues in the town of Damascus, so that if he found any 
believers in Jesus, he might tie them up and bring them back 
to Jerusalem. Saul knew believers were scattering and 
spreading the gospel to other towns and he wanted to do 

anything he could to stop that from happening. Saul really thought that he was serving the 
Lord by stopping the spread of the gospel! So when the high priest gave Saul the letters, off 
he went to Damascus to capture people who loved Jesus.

Acts 9:1-19

There are two other 
times in the book of 
Acts, the apostle 
Luke writes about 
that day when God 
met Saul on the 
Damascus Road: 
before a Jewish mob 
(Acts 22:3-16) 
and before 
King Agrippa II
(Acts 26:2-18).



Saul Meets Jesus
Damascus was pretty far away from Jerusalem, and it took about one week to get there 
because they had to walk! So Saul had plenty of time to form a plan to capture men and 
women who loved Jesus. But what Saul didn’t know is that God had a plan too.

The Bible says it was midday and as Saul was approaching the city, something very strange 
happened. A light from heaven, brighter than the sun, flashed around Saul causing him to 
fall to the ground. Then Saul heard a voice, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” “Who 
are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. Get up and go into 
the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there 
amazed. They didn’t say a word. They had heard a noise, but didn’t see anyone.

Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes, he couldn’t see anything. 
Saul was blind! When his friends realized that he couldn’t see, they led Saul by the hand 
and brought him into Damascus. Without their help he would never have been able to find 
his way.

Saul had been so proud, so sure of himself, so sure that Jesus was not the promised 
Messiah. He had been so sure that those people who loved Jesus were wrong. But now, 
Jesus had come to Saul on the Damascus Road. Jesus had sent the light of his glory from 
heaven to shine on Saul. Jesus had called Saul’s name not once, but twice.

When Saul arrived in Damascus, his friends took him to a house that belonged to a Jewish 
man named Judas. While he was there God told him in a vision that a man named 
Ananias would come and lay his hands on him, and Saul would be able to see again. So 
for the next three days, Saul stayed in Damascus, in Judas’ house, unable to see.

Saul Meets Ananias
Ananias lived in Damascus and he was a disciple of Jesus. The Bible says the Lord told 
Ananias in a vision where to find Saul. God told Ananias to go there and place his hands 
on Saul so that he could see again. When Ananias realized who the man was that God 
wanted him to help -- the very same man who had been persecuting Christians -- Ananias 
was afraid. “Lord, I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has 
caused to the people who love you. He even went to the high priest and has a letter to put 
us in jail!” But the Lord answered Ananias and told him three important things about Saul: 
that Saul would be Christ’s chosen instrument; that he would tell the gospel to both the 
Jews and Gentiles (that means Saul would tell the good news of Jesus to everyone!), and 
lastly, because he was God’s chosen instrument who will tell the good news of Jesus, Saul 
would suffer for the name of Christ. The man who had persecuted Christians for believing in 
Jesus would soon be persecuted for his own belief in Jesus.

Even though Ananias might have been afraid to go, he obeyed the Lord and went to the 
house where God said he could find Saul. The Bible says when he entered, he placed his 
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road as 
you were coming here has sent me that you may see again and be filled with the Holy 
Spirit.” Immediately, something like scales fell from his eyes and Saul could see both 
physically and spiritually. Then he got up and was baptized. By doing that, Saul was 
declaring that now he too was a follower of Jesus and a part of Christ’s church. Then the 
Bible says Saul had something to eat and was strengthened.

But Saul was never the same after Jesus met him on the Damascus Road.



A Prayer
Father, thank you for changing Saul’s life. You saved Saul and you’ve saved us too. Just like 
Saul, you’ve chosen us to be your own, and died on the cross for our sins. Help us to 
remember that and serve you all our days. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Questions
Younger Children

• Where was Saul going?

• What happened to Saul on the road to Damascus?

• What happened to his eyes?

• What did Ananias do that helped Saul?

Older Children

• What had Saul planned to do in Damascus?

• When the light flashed and Saul fell to the ground, what did Jesus ask him? 
And what could seem strange about that question?

• How do you think blind Saul felt as he was being led to the city?

• Why was Ananias afraid to help Saul?

Going Deeper: Four Takeaways from Acts 9
Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord…
God reaches out to his greatest enemies. Later Saul called himself the 
chief of sinners! No one is beyond God’s mercy and grace. Now as he 
went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from 
heaven shone around him.

Saul was a committed persecutor of Christians. 
Saul didn’t decide to follow Jesus. Instead, Jesus met Saul on the 
Damascus Road and changed his life forever. Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?

Jesus didn’t ask Saul why he was persecuting the church. 
He asked, “Why are you persecuting me?” Was Saul really 
persecuting Jesus? Yes! To hurt God’s people is to hurt God.

And laying his hands on him, Ananias said “Brother Saul…”
The disciple Ananias was afraid of Saul because he was 
known to persecute Christians. After Jesus met Saul on the 
Damascus Road, the persecuted and the persecutor 
became brothers in Christ. They were 
like family.



Hymn: All to Jesus I Surrender
All to Jesus I surrender,
All to Him I freely give;
I will ever love and trust Him,
In His presence daily live.

Refrain:
I surrender all, I surrender all;
All to Thee, my blessed Savior,
I surrender all.

All to Jesus I surrender,
Make me, Savior, wholly Thine;
Let me feel Thy Holy Spirit,
Truly know that Thou art mine. [Refrain]

All to Jesus I surrender,
Lord, I give myself to Thee;
Fill me with Thy love and power,
Let Thy blessing fall on me. [Refrain]


