
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #12

At Cornelius’ House

Peter
At the end of Acts 10, Peter said something that was very 
interesting. He said, “Truly I understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him.” Partiality means a person 
favors or prefers one person over another. Peter was saying 
God doesn’t do that. He has no favorites. He’s the one who 
created people with their differences and loves them the 
same.

Peter understood that at the end of this chapter, but he 
didn’t understand it at the beginning! And why would Peter 
believe something like that – that God has favorites? He 
thought that because there was a time when God’s people, 
the Jews, thought God only loved them. They didn’t think 
God loved or died for people who were different than they 
were. Peter was one of those people. He loved Jesus and 
wanted to tell everyone about him, but Peter thought God 
only loved Jewish people. The story of Abraham helps us 
understand why Peter thought that.

Genesis 12 tells us that God chose Abraham. He said, “I will 
make of you a great nation and I will bless you and make 
your name great so that you will be a blessing…in you all the 
families of the world shall be blessed.”  

The Jewish people believed the first part of that verse - that 
God would make them a great nation, bless them and make 
their name great, but they didn’t necessarily understand the 

second part – that by choosing 
them, God intended to bless all the 
families of the earth. They thought 
all those Gentiles, all those people 
who weren't Jewish, just weren’t 
God’s favorites, and so they stayed 
away from Gentiles. They would 
never walk into the home of a 
Gentile and for sure, they would 
never sit down at the table to eat. 
That's what Peter had been taught 
his entire life.

Acts 10-11:18

After this I looked, 
and behold, a great 
multitude that no one 
could number, from 
every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples 
and languages, 
standing before the 
throne and before 
the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, 
with palm branches 
in their hands, and 
crying out with a loud 
voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who 
sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!

Revelation 7:9-10



But now God was going to change that. He was going to break down what seemed like a 
wall between Jews and Gentiles. The Gospel of Christ would be opened to all and it 
started in a house, the house where Cornelius lived. 

Cornelius
Cornelius lived in a town by the sea called Caesarea. The Bible says he was an important 
man, a centurion, a Roman soldier in charge of other soldiers. He wasn’t Jewish like Peter 
and all the others who were part of the new Spirit-filled church. He was a Gentile, but the 
Bible says that he feared God. He probably didn’t know all the stories from 
the Old Testament because he hadn’t been taught them. Maybe he didn't 
even know much about the Lord Jesus. Cornelius told people who lived in 
his house about the true God, helped poor people who lived in the city and 
prayed to God always. It seems Cornelius was searching for God and 
wanted to know him. The Bible says those who search for God will find Him. 
God knew all about Cornelius - what he was thinking, what he was doing, 
and God knew it was time for Cornelius to hear the Gospel and so He would 
send Peter. Peter would go to a Gentile and tell him the good news of Jesus! 
Cornelius was about to learn something marvelous about God’s grace and 
mercy, but so was Peter and the new Spirit-filled church. 

An Angel Visits
One day when Cornelius was alone, God showed him something that was different from 
anything he had ever seen before. Cornelius saw God’s angel coming towards him. The 
angel said, “Cornelius!” And he answered, “What is it, Lord?” The angel said, “Your prayers 
and the gifts you’ve given to other people have come up before God. Now, send men to 
the town of Joppa, and ask Peter to come. He will declare to you a message by which you 
will be saved, you and all your household.” Then the angel went away. Cornelius may not 
have known anything about this Peter, but Cornelius did exactly what the angel said. He 
called two of his servants and one very important soldier. He explained to them what he 
had just seen and sent them to Joppa to find Peter.  

Now Cornelius didn’t know it, but God was getting Peter ready for this meeting. God was 
going to show Peter something he’d never seen before either!

A Sheet Appears
The next day, as Cornelius' servants were on their way to Joppa, Peter did what he did 
every day - he went up on the top of his house to pray. Peter was alone when suddenly he 
became very hungry and wanted something to eat. But before he could get anything, 
Peter saw heaven open and what seemed like a great big sheet come down towards him. 
On the sheet were all kinds of animals -- animals that Jewish people didn’t eat. In the Old 
Testament God had told his people they could eat some things, but some things they 
couldn’t eat. The food that Jewish people couldn’t eat, they called unclean. On the sheet 
from heaven were animals that God had said his people could not eat, but now a voice 
said, “Rise, Peter, and eat.”  

Peter said, “Not so, Lord. I have never eaten anything unclean.” Then the voice spoke 
again, “What God has made clean you must not call unclean.” The Bible says this 
happened three times and then the sheet with the animals was taken back into heaven.



Peter was trying to figure out what this vision from God could mean when at that very 
moment, the men who had been sent from Cornelius’ house arrived. 

The Meeting
God told Peter, “Three men are looking for you. Go down and go with them.” Peter went 
right down and said, “Yes, I am Peter, the person you’re looking for. Why have you come 
here?” and they answered, “Cornelius, the centurion, is a just man, one who fears God 
and an angel has told him to find you and to listen to what you say.” 

Peter and a few friends from Joppa followed the three men to Cornelius’ house. When they 
arrived, Cornelius was waiting. He had called his family and friends together to hear what 
Peter had to say. As Peter approached, Cornelius met him at the door and fell down at his 
feet and started to worship him, but Peter took Cornelius by the arm and lifted him up and 
said, “Stand up; I am also a man.” Then he said, “You know in the past it hasn’t been right 
for a Jewish man to come into a man’s house who wasn’t Jewish, but God has shown me 
that I should not call any man clean or unclean.” Peter was remembering the sheet of 
unclean animals and God’s instructions to eat what he had never been able to eat 
before. It was a new day. God was opening the door of salvation to the Gentiles.

Now Peter understood that God loved both Jews and Gentiles and that God wanted both 
to know and love the Lord Jesus. He had no right to treat Gentiles differently. Peter asked 
Cornelius, “Why have you sent for me?” Cornelius explained how the angel told him to find 
Peter and that Peter would speak to him. Cornelius said, “So I sent for you right away, and 
you have done well to come. Now, we are all here before God to hear.”  

The Bible says Peter opened his mouth and said, “In every nation, God will take to himself 
whoever fears him,” and then Peter told about the Lord Jesus. He called Jesus “the Lord of 
all" and explained how Jesus died on the cross and came alive again. Peter told Cornelius 
and the others, “Jesus will forgive the sins of everyone who believes in him.” Then the Bible 
says the Holy Spirit came upon all those who heard Peter’s words and they believed and 
began to praise God.

Peter Reports to the Church
Soon after Peter went to the church and reported what had happened. “You went to a 
Gentile man’s house and ate with him?” the leaders asked, and Peter explained what had 
happened. He said, “God gave the same gift to them as he gave to us when we believed 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” When the church 
leaders heard these things, they fell silent. And then they glorified God, saying, “Then to the 
Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

That day Cornelius and his friends learned about the Lord Jesus and on the same day Peter 
learned that God doesn’t just love the Jews, but God loves men and women, boys and 
girls from every nation, and Jesus came to save them too.

Closing Prayer
Thank you, Father, that your love isn’t small, but it’s big. It’s vast and it goes far. Your love 
spreads over the whole world, to every type of person that you have created. Help us to 
love all people and not to judge others because of their differences and we ask that we 
won’t be judged by others because of ours, for that is sin. In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Questions
Younger Children

•  What do you remember about Cornelius?

•  Who told him about Jesus?

•  Who created all types of people and loves them?

Older Children

•  What did Cornelius see when he was praying?

•  What did Peter see?

•  What did Peter’s vision mean?

•  Why was it so important that Peter went to Cornelius’ house?

•  Cornelius was a G_______ who believed!

Going Deeper: The Only Thing That Matters
It’s been said that at the foot of the cross the ground where we stand is level. That means 
that all of us with differences are all the same, sinners in need of Christ’s forgiveness. And it 
doesn’t matter what country we’re from, or how many things we own, or what language 
we speak, or what age we are. All those things that seem to make us different from one 
another just don’t matter there. Only one thing matters there, and that is that Jesus loves us 
and died on the cross for us.  

One day Jesus will make us perfect and all our sin, including that terrible sin of prejudice 
and partiality will be gone forever. In Revelation, John had a vision of what the great day 
would be like:

Revelation 7:9-10

After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 
from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before 
the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands,, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God 
who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb! 

Yes, that day is coming. And for now, God calls us to love others the way he does.



Hymn: Across the Lands
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend

It was a great day when the Gospel went to Cornelius' house! Since then it's traveled 
across the world and will continue spreading until it reaches every tribe and nation.

You're the Word of God the Father
From before the world began.

Ev'ry star and ev'ry planet
Has been fashioned by Your hand.

All creation holds together
By the power of Your voice.

Let the skies declare Your glory;
Let the land and seas rejoice!

chorus
You're the Author of creation;
You're the Lord of ev'ry man;

And Your cry of love rings out across the lands.

Yet You left the gaze of angels,
Came to seek and save the lost,

And exchanged the joy of heaven
For the anguish of a cross.

With a prayer You fed the hungry;
With a word You calmed the sea;

Yet how silently You suffered
That the guilty may go free!

With a shout You rose victorious,
Wresting vict'ry from the grave,

And ascended into heaven,
Leading captives in Your way.

Now You stand before the Father,
Interceding for Your own;

From each tribe and tongue and nation,
You are leading sinners home!


