
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #11

Peter Visits the Saints

Enter Peter
Acts 9 has been a very exciting chapter! It began with Saul 
meeting Jesus on the road to Damascus; in the middle of the 
chapter Saul had to escape the city and he did so in a basket 
over the wall; and the end of the chapter is exciting too, but 
something changes….

If this were a play, the main character changes at the end of 
Acts 9. Saul would be stepping off the stage for a while, and 
onto the stage would walk Peter. Saul will come back for sure, but 
not for a while. For the next three chapters in Acts, we read how 
Peter performed miracles, witnessed to a man named Cornelius 
and escaped from prison. This week we look at the miracles.

Miracle 1: Aeneas
The Bible says Peter was traveling about the country. He wasn’t traveling just to travel, or to go 
on vacation. He went to visit the Christians in nearby towns, to teach and encourage them.  

It was in the town of Lydda that Peter came across a man named Aeneas, who the Bible says 
was paralyzed and had been bedridden for eight years. We don’t know why Aeneas was 
unable to walk, whether he had a disease or an accident, but he was bedridden which 
means he was unable to get out of bed. He probably had a very sad life. That was Aeneas’ 
condition until the Bible says Peter found him one day and said “Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals 
you; rise and make your bed.” And immediately Aeneas got up.  

Peter called on the powerful name of Jesus, and Jesus -- not Peter -- healed Aeneas.  And 
that’s all we know about Aeneas except for what happened in the town where he lived – the 
Bible says all those who lived in Lydda and the nearby town saw what happened to Aeneas 
and turned to the Lord. They believed because God used Peter to heal him.

Miracle 2: Dorcas
Nearby was the town of Joppa. It was by the blue water of the Mediterranean Sea. Among 
the Christians living there was a woman named Dorcas.  Like many people living at that time, 
in that area of the world, Dorcas had two names. Her Greek name was Dorcas. Her Aramaic 
name was Tabitha.

The Bible describes Dorcas as a disciple, full of good works and acts of charity. What good 
works and acts of charity did she do? She would sew garments and give them to the poor, 
especially to the widows.  It seems the widows loved Dorcas.  

Acts 9:32-42

…faith by 
itself, if it 
does not 
have works, 
is dead.  
James 2:17



We can imagine how sad they were when one day she became so sick that she died. The 
Bible says Dorcas’ friends cared for her body by washing her, then placing her in a room 
upstairs of the house.  

Then they heard that Peter was in the nearby town of Lydda. It took three hours to walk 
from Joppa to Lydda which is a long walk, but they thought maybe, just maybe, Peter 
could help. So Dorcas’ friends sent two men to Lydda. “Tell Peter to please come at once!” 
They wanted Peter to hurry to Joppa and he did.  

The two men led Peter to the house and took him upstairs to the place where Dorcas’ 
friends had gently laid her. All the widows she had helped were there and as they stood 
around Peter they were crying and showing him the robes and the other beautiful 
garments Dorcas had made. They were so sad and maybe a little surprised when Peter 
sent them out of the room. The Bible says after everyone left, Peter got down on his knees 
and prayed. Then he turned and looked at the lifeless body of Dorcas and said, “Tabitha, 
get up.”  

It’s impossible for someone who has died to get up.... unless Jesus gives him or her life 
again. And that’s just what happened!  When Peter said those words, "Tabitha get up," she 
opened her eyes, looked at Peter, and she sat up. She sat right up in her bed!  It was a 
miracle, something only God could do. Then Peter took Dorcas by the hand and helped 
her to stand and called all the believers and the widows and showed them what had 
happened. Dorcas was alive!

The good news about Dorcas spread through the little town of Joppa and many people 
believed in the Lord Jesus when they heard what had happened.

Dorcas’ friends were probably thanking God and rejoicing that she was alive. And Dorcas 
probably got busy again, sewing and taking care of the widows and the poor just like she 
had done before.

Closing Prayer
Thank you for all the kind people you place in our lives, the ones like Dorcas who show such 
kindness to others. Help us to be kind. Help us to serve you in such a way that others believe 
in the Lord Jesus. In his name, Amen.

Questions
Younger Children

• At the end of Acts 9, which disciple did Jesus use to perform miracles?

• What was wrong with Aeneas?

• Who was the kind lady who sewed clothes for others?

• What happened to her?

• Who made her alive again?

Older Children

• How did the widows feel when Dorcas died?

• What did Peter do before he called Dorcas’ name?

• After Aeneas was healed and Dorcas made alive, what happened in 
the towns where they lived?



Going Deeper: A Faith that Works
There’s only one way we will enter heaven and that’s by believing in Jesus! We could never 
be good enough to earn God’s approval on our own. Sure, we can be good sometimes, 
but we can never be perfect. 

If we think about the Ten Commandments God gave to his people in the Old Testament, it 
helps us to understand. God commanded us to honor our parents, not just sometimes but all 
the time. Who does that? He commands that we always tell the truth. No big lies. No little 
lies. No exaggerating. Just the plain, simple truth all the time. Who does that?  He 
commands us to be content with what we’ve been given all the time. Who does that?  
(And that’s just three of the commandments. There are seven more!) Only one person did 
that. Only one fulfilled all of God’s commandments perfectly and all the time, only one and 
that was Jesus.

The good news is that Jesus came and took the punishment for our sin and he gave us his 
perfect obedience to God’s commands. (Another word for that is righteousness.)   Jesus 
took our sin, and in its place, he gave us his righteousness. Some people think they’re good 
enough on their own and they don’t need Jesus to take their sin away. (That’s what Paul 
thought before his trip on the Damascus Road). Some people don’t think about it at all.

That faith in what Jesus did for us is all we need to live here on Earth, and then live in 
heaven with God forever. But the Bible says something about that saving faith that we need 
to remember. It says faith without works is dead. It means that the kind of faith God wants us 
to have does something. It loves others. It cares when people are hurt. Our faith wants to 
make things right. Our faith wants us to obey God’s commands. It wants us to be more like 
Jesus. The faith we have that will allow us to enter heaven is not inactive.  It’s not dead. No, 
it’s a living faith. 

The Bible says Dorcas was a disciple full of good works and acts of charity. And when she 
died, the widows stood around weeping and showing Peter the garments that she had 
made for them. Dorcas was a disciple who loved Jesus and loved people.  She’s a great 
example of what it looks like to have a living and active faith in God.



Hymn: Take My Life
Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879)

The second verse of this song reminds us of Dorcas as her 
hands worked hard sewing garments for the widows.

1. Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
Take my moments and my days,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise,
Let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2. Take my hands, and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love;
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee,
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

3. Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, for my King;
Take my lips, and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee,
Filled with messages from Thee.

4. Take my silver and my gold;
Not a mite would I withhold;
Take my intellect, and use
Every power as Thou shalt choose,
Every power as Thou shalt choose.

5. Take my will, and make it Thine;
It shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart; it is Thine own;
It shall be Thy royal throne,
It shall be Thy royal throne.

6. Take my love; my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure-store.
Take myself, and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee,
Ever, only, all for Thee.

https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/author/Frances+Ridley+Havergal?t=h&n=445
https://www.hymnal.net/en/search/all/author/Frances+Ridley+Havergal?t=h&n=445

