
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #8

The Gospel Spreads Beyond Jerusalem

The Church Scatters
In Acts 8, it says that after Stephen had died, godly men 
carefully took his body, buried it and they lamented him.  
That means they placed his body in a tomb, mourned him 
and missed him.  When someone you love dies, it’s important 
to take time to honor him or her, and that’s what these men 
did.  But not Saul.  Do you remember him?  He was the one 
who stood there watching as Stephen was being stoned. 

The Bible says Saul would go from house to house and drag 
away Christian men and women and put them in prison.  
They hadn’t done anything wrong.  The only reason Saul did 
that was because they believed what Jesus taught.  Saul 
was God’s enemy.  He was a powerful and intelligent man 
who wanted to stop the new church from growing.  He 
would have destroyed it if he could have.  (But nobody can 
destroy God’s church.  It is impossible.)  Even though God’s 
church cannot be destroyed, it was a very hard time for 
those who believed in Jesus.  Another word we use to 
describe when a person is treated poorly because of his or 
her beliefs is persecution.  This new Spirit-filled church was 
being persecuted.  

In the beginning of our study in Acts, we read that one of the 
last things Jesus told his disciples was that they would be his 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.  Until this point, the disciples had 

stayed in Jerusalem.  But when persecution began -- beginning with the death of Stephen -- 
many Christians left Jerusalem and took the gospel with them, sharing it with others they met.  
The church was beginning to scatter.  God was taking his message from Jerusalem to the 
world.

Philip’s Travels
Like Stephen, another man the apostles had appointed to care for the widows in the 
Jerusalem church was Philip.  But now, like many others, Philip left Jerusalem and went down 
to the city of Samaria where he preached about Christ to the people who lived there.  The 
multitudes were paying close attention to what Philip was saying.  They were especially 
interested in him because the Bible says he was not only preaching, but he was also 
performing miracles.  God had given Philip power so that many who were lame were 
healed, and there was great joy in Samaria.  The good news of Jesus had arrived!

Acts 8:1-3, 26-40

Go therefore 
and make disciples 
of all nations, 
baptizing them in 
the name of the 
Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching 
them to observe 
all that I have 
commanded you. 
And behold, I am with 
you always, to the 
end of the age.
Matthew 28:19-20



One day after Philip returned to Jerusalem, an angel of the Lord came to him with a 
message, “Rise and go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to 
Gaza.”  The Bible says Philip rose and went.  Philip didn’t know why God wanted him to go 
down that desert road, but he did.  It was probably a very lonely road.  It was sandy and 
hot.  Philip was alone, but he remembered the angel’s message and Philip obeyed.

Philip Meets The Ethiopian
As Philip was walking to Gaza, he saw something far in the distance.  It was a chariot.  A 
long time ago people traveled in chariots.  (A chariot is like a wagon that has two large 
wheels and is pulled by horses.   Some chariots had covers on the top to shade the person 
sitting inside.)   Philip didn’t know it at first, but inside this chariot sat a very important man. 
He was from Ethiopia, a country in Africa, and his job was to work for the queen.  He took 
care of her treasures, her silver, gold and jewels! 

At that time, people in Ethiopia didn’t know about the true God.  The Gospel hadn’t 
reached that part of the world yet.  But this man seemed to know a little bit.  The Bible says 
he had traveled all the way from Ethiopia to Jerusalem to worship God.  That was a long 
way!   Now as he was returning to his home, the Ethiopian man sat in his chariot reading 
from a scroll.  He was reading from the part of the Bible called Isaiah. In those days -- unlike 
now when you pick up a book, sit on the couch and read to yourself --  it was the custom 
to read out loud even when you were alone, and that’s probably what the Ethiopian man 
was doing.  

The Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.”  So Philip 
ran to the chariot and heard the Ethiopian reading from Isaiah.  
Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  The 
man could read the words, because he knew how to read, but 
he was having trouble because he couldn’t understand what the 
words meant.  He said, “How can I, unless someone explains it to 
me?” And with those words the Ethiopian man invited Philip to 
come up into the chariot and sit with him.  The scripture he was 
reading was the part in Isaiah that says that an innocent lamb 
would suffer and die for his people.  “Tell me please,” the man 
from Ethiopia said, “is this prophet who wrote this talking about 
himself or some other man?”  And at that moment the Bible says 
Philip opened his mouth and began with that scripture written by the prophet Isaiah many, 
many years before, to tell the man the good news about Jesus.  And as Philip explained, 
the man from Ethiopia believed.

As they were going along the road heading to Gaza, they came to some water and the 
Ethiopian man asked Philip, “Here is water.  What prevents me from being baptized?”

Then commanding the chariot to stop, the two of them went down to the water where 
Philip baptized him.  And then something strange and surprising happened.  When they 
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the Ethiopian man 
didn’t see him anymore.

Acts 8 ends by telling us that the Ethiopian man went on his way rejoicing, and that the 
Spirit of the Lord took Philip somewhere else!  He found himself in another city called Azotus 
where he preached the gospel.  After that, he went to other towns until he came to 
Caesarea.  All the while, the good news of Jesus kept spreading and spreading!

 



A Prayer
Father – Help us to love your word and desire to tell others about it.  As Philip helped the 
Ethiopian man understand, thank you for teachers who help us understand your word.  And 
thank you for the Holy Spirit living inside of us, pointing us to Jesus and giving us courage to 
be his witnesses. 

We pray for Christians who suffer because they follow you.  We pray for missionaries who 
travel far from home to tell others the good news of Jesus. We pray that you will give them 
strength and courage to preach the gospel.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Questions
Younger Children

• Who was the server we talked about in Acts 8?

• Who was the man riding in the chariot to Gaza?

• What was his problem?

• What did the Spirit of the Lord tell Philip to do?

• After the Ethiopian man was baptized, what happened to Philip?

Older Children

• Why did the Christians leave Jerusalem?

• What is the word that describes when people 
are treated poorly because of their beliefs?

• What is the first city Philip visited?

• Why did Philip travel on the desert road heading 
for Gaza?

• What country was the man in the chariot from?

• What part of the Scripture was he reading?

• Who do you think planned this meeting?

Going Deeper: Numbers are Important
Did you know that….

• the Bible was originally written in 3 languages – Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek?  

• the Bible contains 66 books (39 in the Old Testament, 27 in the New Testament)?

• the English Standard Version (ESV), the translation of the Bible that we often use, 
contains 757,439 words? 

• the Bible has 1 author - God, who used approximately 40 followers to write his word?

• the Bible has 1 theme – Jesus!



It’s amazing the way that God’s plan for redemption through Jesus is woven through the 
Bible!  In Acts 8, the part of the scripture the Ethiopian man was reading was from the book 
of Isaiah, a prophet who lived about 1,000 years before.  Isaiah probably didn’t know he 
was pointing to Jesus, to his suffering and death, when he wrote -

Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter
and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,

so he opens not his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.

Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.

And years before that, in Exodus, God had commanded that a spotless lamb be sacrificed 
to pay the penalty for the sins of God’s people.  Elsewhere in Exodus, it was the blood of a 
lamb applied to the doorpost of a house that allowed God’s people to be set free from 
slavery.  Those are two examples in the Old Testament, written so many years before Jesus 
was born, that hint at Jesus as a sacrifice sent to redeem us and set us free from the slavery 
of sin.  This symbolism of the sacrificial lamb was repeated much later when John the 
Baptizer recognized Jesus as "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!"

The Old Testament is filled with promises, symbols and pictures that point to the Savior who 
would be coming.  The four Gospels in the New Testament tell us how those signs were 
fulfilled in Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection. The Epistles help us to understand what 
Jesus did.  

We give thanks for the Bible – the 1 and only book God has given us to tell about his 1 and 
only Son who is the 1 and only way we can be saved.  And what does all that mean for us?  
We get to live the very best life here on earth and after that, a life better than we could 
ever imagine that will last forever!


