
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #7

A Server Named Stephen

The Problem: The Care of Widows 
God’s church was growing. Lots of people were coming to 
hear the apostles teach and preach and that included 
widows. A widow is a lady who was married, but then her 
husband died. We use that same word today. (And if a wife 
dies and her husband is still alive, he is called a widower.) 
The Bible is very clear that younger people should make sure 
that older people are taken care of and it especially speaks 

about widows.

In Acts, it says that widows, who were often poor, were 
attending the new church and that meant the leaders had 
to make sure they had enough food to eat, a place to live, 
clothes to wear—all the things we need. The church leaders 
would gather, then distribute the items. The Bible says they 
did that every day. It took a lot of time and as the church 
grew, they were more and more widows and other people 
who needed care.

The Solution: Seven Servers
The apostles were so busy. They were preaching and 
teaching and making sure the widows were cared for. It was 
more than they could do. So the apostles called the other 
disciples together for a meeting to explain the situation. And 
they all decided to choose seven men from the church to 
help. But they weren’t going to choose just anyone. For this 

job, they wanted men who were known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. These men would 
have the responsibility of caring for the widows. Everyone agreed, and they carefully chose 
seven men and brought them to the apostles who prayed and laid their hands on them. That 
meant the church was setting aside those seven men to do the ministry of caring for the 
widows and needy people in the new church.

It’s the same today. God calls some people to be preachers, some to be Sunday School 
teachers, some to be ushers, some to sing in the choir, and some to be deacons (who take  
care of the needy in our church). Every Christian who is able is called to serve some way in 
God’s church, and every kind of way that people serve is important. In Acts it says that both 
the apostles (who were teaching and preaching) and the servers (who were helping those in 
need) were “full of the Spirit.” Just like God calls different men and different women to serve 
him in different ways, he has made everyone differently. We call those abilities the Lord has 
given us to serve him and others gifts.

Acts 6:1-7:60

But thanks be to God, 
who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal 
procession, and through 
us spreads the fragrance 
of the knowledge of him 
everywhere. For we are 
the aroma of Christ to 
God among those who 
are being saved and 
among those who are 
perishing. To one a 
fragrance from death 
to death, to the other a 
fragrance from life to 
life. Who is sufficient for 
these things?

2 Corinthians 2:13-16



The Result: The Gospel Spreads
Because the seven servers were given the job to care for the widows, the apostles were 
able to spend more time preaching and teaching God’s word. The Bible says the word of 
God spread and the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly.

Stephen 
One of the men the church leaders chose to be a server was named Stephen. (Another 
server they chose was Philip. We’ll learn about him next week.) We don’t really know much 
about Stephen except that he was a Jewish man who became a Christian.

Acts says he was not only caring for the needy, but Stephen was doing great wonders and 
signs among the people. You would think that all the Jewish leaders would have been 
happy about that, but they weren’t. As Stephen would talk about God, Jewish leaders 
from outside the church rose up and argued with him, but they couldn’t win the argument 
because the Bible says Stephen was speaking with wisdom and the Holy Spirit.

So the Jewish leaders tried something else. They lied and said Stephen wasn’t teaching the 
truth when he spoke about God and Moses. But Stephen just kept on retelling the story of 
God’s people and explained how it all pointed to Jesus. And that made the Jewish 
leaders even more angry. They wanted Stephen to stop so they stirred up the people so 
they would be against Stephen too.

The crowd became like a mob and they rushed toward Stephen and grabbed him and 
took him before the Council even though he hadn’t done anything wrong. But the Bible 
says something interesting. It says when the leaders gazed at him, Stephen’s face 
changed and it looked like the face of an angel.

We don’t know exactly what that means, but his face looked different than anyone else’s. 
Some people who study the Bible think his face had a brightness to it, like the brightness of 
the glory of God.

The high priest said, “Are these things so?” And calmly and politely, Stephen said, “Brothers 
and fathers, hear me,” and he explained the history of Israel. Stephen talked about men 
they knew and loved - Abraham and Moses and Joseph. But then he told them something 
that made them angry - Stephen told them about Jesus, how they had crucified him and 
how they had sinned against God because of the way they treated Jesus.

At that point, the Jewish leaders had a choice. Either they could believe what Stephen 
said, agree that they were sinners, and ask God to forgive them OR they could refuse to 
believe and their hard hearts could grow harder and they could become more furious with 
Stephen’s words. Unfortunately they did not want to believe what Stephen said about 
Jesus. The Bible says when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground 
their teeth at him.

But Stephen wasn’t angry and it doesn’t seem that he was afraid either. The Bible says, “full 
of the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at 
the right hand of God.” Stephen told them what he saw and they cried out with a loud 
voice and covered their ears so they couldn’t hear anything else Stephen was saying . The 
Bible says they took off their garments and laid them at the feet of a young man named 
Saul, as they rushed at Stephen and took him out of the city and threw stones at him. 
Stephen fell to his knees and cried out, “Lord do not hold this sin against them.” And when 
he said that, the Bible says he fell asleep.



That’s the story of the server named Stephen. What’s special about this story are the many 
ways it reminds us of Jesus. Stephen served others (Jesus said he came not to be served, 
but to serve). Stephen boldly told people about God and his kingdom (Jesus did that all the 
time). Stephen was treated unfairly by angry men who didn’t want to hear the message of 
the gospel (Jesus suffered and was nailed to a cross). When Stephen was dying, he asked 
God to forgive those who hurt him (As Jesus hung on the cross he asked God the Father to 
forgive those who had placed him there).

One of the most beautiful things in this sad story of Stephen is that as he was dying, he saw 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God the Father welcoming his witness into Heaven. And 
that’s where Stephen is today.

A Prayer
Father, There’s a lot we can learn from this part of Acts. We can learn that you want us to 
care for people who are needy, especially widows in our church. We can see an example 
of someone who loved you, and filled with the Holy Spirit, was brave and willing to tell 
others. We're reminded that it's true what the Bible says happens to people who love you 
when they die. Jesus will be there waiting for us, just like he was for Stephen. Help us to 
serve, to be your witnesses and to have peace knowing you’re in Heaven preparing a 
place for us.

Questions
Younger Children

• What is a lady called whose husband has died?

• What book tells us to make sure widows are cared for?

• What were the seven servers like?

• What bad thing had Stephen done?

• What beautiful thing did Stephen see just before he 
entered Heaven?

Older Children

• What do we call the different abilities God has given 
each of his people to use in serving him?

• After they had seized Stephen and were lying about 
him, what does the Bible say his face looked like?

• Where did the people looking on lay their garments?

• What ways do people respond when they hear the 
message of the gospel (that Jesus died for sin)?

• How did the Jewish leaders react when Stephen told 
them about the Gospel?

• What did they do?

• What words does the Bible use to say that 
Stephen died?



Going Deeper: Stephen the Martyr
A martyr is a person who dies for his or her religious beliefs. The English word martyr is really
a word translated from the original Greek martyr, which simply means “witness.” The reason 
why this word means dying for one’s religious beliefs is that the early Christian witnesses 
were often persecuted and/or killed for their witness. (Remember, Jesus said when the Holy 
Spirit comes, you will be my witnesses).

Stephen was the first martyr after the Day of Pentecost, but he isn’t the first martyr 
mentioned in the Bible. And history tells us all but one of Jesus’ disciples were killed after 
Jesus’ resurrection. Even today Christians all over the world who love Jesus are killed for one 
reason – only one - because they love him. And what does God think of those who suffer 
and die for him? In Hebrews he says that the world isn’t even worthy of them. That means 
that martyrs are special, people the world doesn’t even deserve.

That’s what God thinks about martyrs, men and women who die because they are his 
witnesses. But there’s something else we see in Acts 8: As Jesus’ enemies were hurting 
Stephen, keep in mind the name of the man at whose feet the witnesses laid their 
garments. The man who was there watching and approving as Stephen was stoned was 
the young man named Saul. (We’ll learn more about him in two weeks.) That is a peek at 
the unbelievable grace and mercy of Christ and a reminder that there isn’t any sin God 
won’t forgive for those who come to him believing that he died on the cross for them, even 
those hard-hearted enemies of Jesus who would do such an evil thing as hurting those who 
love him.


