
Fourth Family Huddle / Acts #6

You Can’t Fool God!

Some things can look and seem real, but then you find out 
you were fooled and they’re not real. An artificial flower can 
be like that. It can look just like a real flower, so real that you 
might not know it isn’t until you investigate by touching or 
maybe even by smelling.

People can be a little like that. Sure they’re real people, but 
maybe they talk like they’re one type of person, but act 
like another type of person. There’s no question about it, 
people can fool other people, but no one can ever fool God. 
He knows everything – the real from the pretend. We say 
God is all-knowing. That means he knows everything about 
everything and about everybody. And he knows that all 
the time.

This week we’re going to look at two people who didn’t tell 
the truth. They acted one way, but that’s not really who they 
were. They thought they could fool Peter and the others, and 
they probably could have, but God knew exactly what was 
going on.

Believers
We’ve been learning what the church was like after the Holy 
Spirit came. We learned that all the believers were one in 
heart and mind. That means they all loved Jesus and they 
loved each other. Even the things that belonged to them, like 

their land and houses and clothes and money, just weren’t as important to them anymore. 
Instead of wanting and caring for things, the new Christians wanted more than anything to tell 
others about Jesus and how He died to save people from their sin, and they wanted to care 
for one another.

The Bible says no one in the church thought that any of the things that belonged to him was 
his own. From time to time those who owned land or houses would sell their property and bring 
the money they made from selling it and give it all to the leaders of the church. The Bible says 
they would place it at their feet. Then the leaders would give the money to needy people in 
the church.

Barnabas 
Last week we learned how Barnabas did that. He sold a field that he had owned and brought 
the money and placed it at the church leader’s feet. He didn’t have to do that. No one told 
him to. That’s just what Barnabas wanted to do.

Acts 5:1-11

O Lord, You have 
searched me and 
known me. You know 
when I sit down and 
when I rise up; You 
understand my 
thoughts from afar.
You scrutinize my 
path and my lying 
down, and are 
intimately acquainted 
with all my ways.
Psalm 139:1-4



Ananias and Sapphira
Then in Acts 5 we read about a man named Ananias who had a wife named Sapphira. Just 
like Barnabas, they sold a piece of the land they owned. But they weren’t like Barnabas 
because Ananias and Sapphira decided that they would keep some of the money. They 
would take some of it to the church leaders, but they would keep some for themselves.

But they didn’t have to give any of their money away. It’s important to remember that God 
had not told them they had to do that. The people in the church who were giving their 
money to help others were doing it because they wanted to. There was no rule that said 
they had to. People like Barnabas gave their money away because the Holy Spirit had filled 
their hearts and Jesus was all that mattered. They just didn’t want anyone else in the church 
to need anything.

And so the day came when Ananias went to Peter and placed some of his money (but not 
all of it) at Peter’s feet just like the others had done. It looked like Ananias was so kind and so 
good. But Ananias was pretending to be someone he wasn’t. No one but his wife Sapphira 
knew about that and she wasn’t there.

Who else could know? God could know. And you know what? It wasn’t pleasing to him that 
Ananias pretended to give all his money away when he had kept some.

As Peter watched Ananias place part of his money at the apostle’s feet, God must have 
told Peter what Ananias had done, how he had kept some of it for himself. Peter said, 
“Ananias, how is it that God’s enemy, Satan, has filled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received when you sold the 
land? Didn’t the land belong to you before you sold it? And after it was sold, didn’t the 
money belong to you? What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied to 
men but you have lied to God.” Ananias had lied to God’s church and when he did that, it 
was the same as lying to God.

Right after Peter said those words, the Bible says Ananias fell down and died. Peter didn’t do 
anything to make that happen. No one in the church did either. God caused Ananias to 
die. Afterwards the Bible says some of the younger men came in and carried his body 
away.

About three hours later, in walked Sapphira. (She didn’t know what had happened to her 
husband.) Peter asked her, “Tell me Sapphira, is this all the money you and Ananias received 
for the land you sold?” “Yes,”said Sapphira, “that’s the money.” Sapphira was lying just like 
Ananias had lied. She was acting like she was giving all her money away. (She wanted 
people in the church to think she was kind like Barnabas. 
She was pretending to be someone she wasn’t.)

Peter said, “How could you agree with Ananias to test 
the Spirit of the Lord?” When Sapphira heard those 
words, the same thing happened to her that had 
happened to her husband. Suddenly, Sapphira fell to 
the ground and died. God had punished them both for 
lying and pretending they had done something they 
hadn’t done. The Bible ends this story by saying “great 
fear came upon the whole church and upon all who 
heard of these things.”



When people see and hear about God’s power, they usually feel two ways - they’re 
amazed by him and they’re also reminded that he’s very different and much more 
powerful than a person could ever imagine. That can be kind of scary. In The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe, C.S. Lewis wrote that God is both “good and terrible at the same 
time.” By "terrible", Lewis did not mean "bad".  Lewis meant that God is awe-inspiring and 
requires justice. In our sin and weakness, God's justice and power can seem scary. 

Closing Prayer
Father, thank you that you see deep into our hearts and that there’s nothing about us you 
don’t know. You know when we’re happy and sad, good and bad, and all the rest. You 
know the words we say and the thoughts we think. Even though you are perfect and we 
are so, so different from that, you’ve chosen to love us and planned that Jesus would die 
for the wrong we do. We thank you for Jesus.

And Lord, would you help us to be a little like that Jerusalem church? Help us to make you 
the most important thing in our lives and not all the other things that we have or wish we 
could have. Teach us that you are enough. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Going Deeper: God’s Omniscience
In this story of Ananias and Sapphira, we see one of the attributes or characteristics of God 
that makes him very, very different from us - God is omniscient. To be omniscient means to 
have all knowledge and it’s a term that can only be applied to God. 
Because he’s omniscient...

• God never learns anything new! The future as well as the past and present are 
completely known by him. He is surprised by nothing!

• God knows all because he created all. Because he is the ruler of the universe, 
he controls the universe.

Questions
Younger Children

• Who knows everything about everything and about everybody all the time?

• What did Ananias and Sapphira do that was wrong?

• What happened to them?

Older Children

• Did the believers in the church have to give their money away?

• Why did they choose to do that?

• Who was the church leader who Ananias gave his money to?

• How did the people feel after God punished Ananias and Sapphira?



• God is always aware of all things. God’s intellect is different from ours in that he 
doesn’t have to ‘access’ information, like a computer might retrieve a file. All 
knowledge is always directly before God.

• God’s knowledge of all things is like a two-edged sword. That means it can be 
good for some people and bad for others. For those who love God, his 
omniscience is good. It makes them feel safe knowing that God is in control, that 
he understands. God is not puzzled by those problems that puzzle us. For the 
unbeliever, however, God’s omniscience means people cannot hide from him. He 
sees their sin. There is no corner of the universe that God’s gaze, his sight, either in 
love or wrath, fails to reach.

• God’s omniscience is a very important part of his promise to bring about justice in 
the world. For a judge to make the right decision and to render a perfectly just 
verdict he must first know all the facts. God knows all the facts. No evidence is 
hidden from God. He knows it all and one day he will make all things right.

These thoughts are taken from RC Sproul’s writings, Essential Truths of the Christian Faith


