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From Our 
Senior Pastor
DEAR FOURTH CHURCH FAMILY,

In reflecting back on 2019, my heart is full of gratitude to our Good Shepherd. Gratitude flows 
naturally from generosity and you, Fourth Church, have been a generous congregation in countless 
ways. Within these pages you will read many examples of your generosity and genuine care for others, 
this church, and the Kingdom.

The uniquely generous spirit of our church humbles me when I talk with other pastors. You are rich in 
encouragement to our staff, our leadership, and me. Thank you for your trust in and your kindness to 
this people and this place.

This body of Christ celebrated our collective joys and shared our collective burdens in amazing ways 
this past year. Your kindness and care for families who grieved the terrible loss of loved ones this past 
year went to such lengths that the bereaved would regularly share with me how blessed they were by the 
compassion of our people. Our most precious resource is you, our people, and you have invested in each 
other in very precious ways.

This annual report captures another dimension to your generosity—your service to the body of Christ 
and to our community. Fourth has an extraordinary range of ministries that happen only because of the 
incalculable hours and energy from our members who serve these ministries so faithfully and cheerfully.

Last, but not least, I would highlight the financial health of our church as we ended 2019, which speaks 
of your faithful and cheerful giving. Statistics show that people give to institutions they trust and that 
they believe are making a difference. We are much more than an institution; we are the family of God. 
Thank you for providing for us and for trusting your church, as together we seek to make a difference in 
this world for the glory of God.

Thank you for serving the Lord, ministering to others, and allowing me the privilege to shepherd this 
flock. May God cause gratitude to well up in your hearts as you read in these pages of his goodness 
to us.

Grace and peace in Christ,

Dr. Todd M. Smedley
Senior Pastor
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For in him all the fullness of God was pleased 
to dwell, and through him to reconcile to 
himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
Colossians 1:19-20
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2019 
BY THE NUMBERS

77 
VISITORS

attended three new 
visitor luncheons

16 
JOINED 
FROM

YOUTH 
MINISTRY

125 
THANKSGIVING

BAGS
were distributed by 
the deacons, helping 

300 
family members

2693 
BOOKS

were checked out from  
the Media Center

600 
books were used in-house

27 
BIBLES

were presented to 2nd grade  
students in the fall

58 
NEW MEMBERS

were welcomed 
into the Fourth 
Church family

11 
students

5 
staff &

volunteers

1 
adult

3 
youth

13 
infants

17 
BAPTIZED:
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727 
PROVIDED ASSISTANCE 

FOR SERVE  DAYS:

40  
helping at Gaithersburg 

Elementary School

400+  
families donating  

monthly at Collections

40 
families providing 

school supplies

12 
helping pack backpacks  

with school supplies

20 
packing lunches  

for Samaritan Inns

30 
baking at home for 

Thanksgiving Day meal

11 
serving Thanksgiving  

Day meals

2 
families delivering 
Thanksgiving food 

21 
serving at a 

Christmas party

70 
providing new coats for

100 children at Christmas 

1 
purchasing 20 calculators
for Cornerstone School

80 
stuffing 5,000 Easter eggs

114 
MEALS IN THE UPPER ROOM 

Those served included 
furloughed workers, deacon 
friends, agape worshipers, 
and hungry class attendees

84 
YOUNG ADULTS 

attended retreats 

MORE THAN 

600 
ADULTS 

participated in Sunday  
school each week

this number coupled with  
Sunday school teachers,  

nursery workers, and choir  
members collectively brought

two 
thirds 

of the church to class  
and worship each week
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Adult Discipleship
In Adult Discipleship, our task is to 

promote growth in each stage of 

the believer’s discipleship journey. 

We seek to offer resources and 

fellowship opportunities necessary 

for Christian maturity, instill a deep 

love for God’s Word, and provide a 

foundational understanding of the 

essentials of Christian doctrine.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Last fall, our teacher training brought 
together more than 100  dedicated teachers 
and leaders to prepare for the new season 
of instruction. In the past year, Sunday 
morning classes have numbered nearly 500 
regular attenders at classes offering warm 
fellowship as well as careful biblical and 
theological instruction by both pastoral and 
lay leadership.  
 
In 2020, we will see continued 

commitment to solid instruction allied 

with practical application in all classes: 

+
Pastors classes will have studies in the 
book of Joshua and the second part of 
Matthew’s gospel.  

+
Our Confessing Christ Class will continue 
its study of a Reformed Confession of Faith.

+
Regular new members classes will be held 
throughout the year at alternating times. 

+
Our preparation for marriage class will 
continue to be offered to all couples 
married here.

FOURTH NIGHT
Fourth Night brings approximately 
120 people to classes where theological 
and biblical issues are studied in depth. 
Wednesday evenings will continue to offer 
dinner for adults and children attending 
classes and Bible studies. The spring 
semester will offer a women’s Bible study 
and a class that will look at preaching and 
preachers through the centuries, examining 
the content of preaching and the character 
of the preachers.

MEN’S MINISTRY
The Men’s Ministry continued its regular 
program of breakfasts every other Tuesday 
with a team of volunteers hosting and 
Dr. Robert Norris teaching Scripture. 
The Men’s Conference held in November 
brought together more than 155 men 
to listen to teaching by Dr. Smedley and 
Dr. Norris on “Practical Godliness.” The 
annual Men’s Retreat drew 164 men to 
the Sandy Cove Christian Retreat Center 
for fellowship and study led by Rev. Liam 
Goligher of Tenth Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia. We eagerly anticipate our next 
retreat in March to be led by Dr. Julius Kim 
of Escondido, CA. 

Dr. Norris teaches at Men’s Breakfast

SOUTH SUDAN PROJECT
After a year of working through 
obstacles surrounding new regulations 
for humanitarian aid to South Sudan, 
items generously donated last summer 
were finally shipped to the United 
Nations refugee camp in Juba, South 
Sudan. July 27 was a great day of 
prayer and thanksgiving to the Lord. 
Many volunteers worked behind the 
scenes as we worked through the many 
governmental requirements. What a 
privilege to partake in this Kingdom 
work, thanks to the generosity of the 
family of Fourth.



Community Groups  
& Parishes
COMMUNITY GROUPS
The past year was our sixth and strongest 
year for community groups. The number 
of groups grew to 22, scattered throughout 
Virginia and Maryland. Attendance 
increased to an average of 15 in each 
group. It is our prayerful desire to add 
more groups in the new year, welcome new 
visitors in each group, and see these little 
neighborhood congregations flourish.  

PARISHES
The effort of the elders to improve in 
shepherding the flock of God continued 
to make progress (1 Peter 5:2). Each ruling 
elder has a group of members under their 
care, for whom they pray daily and offer 
themselves as a point of contact. Many 
parish events provided opportunities for 
members to get to know their elders, 
including neighborhood picnics, chili 
cook-offs and cornhole tournaments, and 
Christmas carol singing at Riderwood. 
Please pray for our elders in the new year, as 
they watch over our congregation (Hebrews 
13:17).

I love attending my 
community group 
at Fourth because 
our conversation 
about the Sunday 
morning sermon 
encourages me to 
listen more carefully 
and appreciate it 
more.
—New Attendee

Adult Sunday School 

Voorhees Community Group 7



A new ministry providing meals to 

families with a new baby started in 

2019. Acts of Compassion volunteers 

provided over 20 meals for 6 requests 

received in 2019, which included 

coming alongside and supporting 

other ministries at Fourth. It is exciting 

to see ministries build community in 

service to the body at critical times. 

The other Congregational Care 

ministries including Blended Families, 

Divorce Care, Yarns for Hope, 

Greeters, Marriage Mentors, Office 

Volunteers, Welcome Center, and 

Wheels of Fourth continue to thrive. 

For 2020 Congregational Care is 

making a concerted effort to expand 

its volunteer base. 

GRIEFSHARE
We have several support groups for men 
and women in uniquely challenging 
circumstances. Grief Share offers the honor 
of walking with precious people through 
some of their deepest and darkest times. 
Grief Share has two sessions of 13 meetings 
each in both the fall and spring, averaging 
five to eight participants. Nearly 100% of 
participants come from outside Fourth with 
most finding the program by Googling 
“grief.” That leads them to GriefShare.
org where they find a link to locate a 
program near them; others are referred 
by the pastors. A few participants begin 
to attend Fourth through the exposure to 
this ministry. 

+
One participant during the latest session 
has been attending Fourth, and because she 
is fluent in Spanish, German, French, and 
English, has expressed interest in getting 
involved in the ESOL program.  

+
Last year, a Baptist pastor attended the 
fall session and was so impressed by 
the program, he started GriefShare at 
his church.  

+
One goal for the coming year is to grow 
promotion of this program both within 
Fourth and within the community. 
Griefshare.org offers a wealth of ideas for 
doing this and we intend to incorporate 
some of these ideas.

Congregational  
Care

Annual Report
8

Ph
ot

o 
by

 Ia
n 

Sc
hn

ei
de

r o
n 

U
ns

pl
as

h

Special Blessings Ministry
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YOUNG AT HEART
The Young at Heart ministry’s mission 
is to keep active and encourage older 
members to be in community at Fourth. 
We had a great year with two luncheons 
at the church and two bus trips to the 
Kennedy Center. 

+
At the spring luncheon, 93 enjoyed a slide 
tour of the Udvar-Hazy Air and Space 
Museum near Dulles Airport by our own 
Dave Smith.  

+
In June, 84 attended the Kennedy Center 
to see the Broadway show, Hello Dolly.   

+
At the fall luncheon, 67 “armchair 
travelers” joined Mike Prather on his road 
trip across the USA via slide show. 

+

In December, 79 attended Getty’s Sing! 
An Irish Christmas at the Kennedy Center 
featuring a Christmas narrative with Joni 
Eareckson Tada. 

In 2020, we will continue to hold 
speaker-featured luncheons at the church 
and take another bus trip to Sight and 
Sound in Lancaster, PA, to see a new 
Christian show.

VISITOR WELCOME 
LUNCHES
We held three welcome lunches for 
recent visitors and provided a sit-down 
meal, information about ministries, 
and time to meet members, elders, and 
pastors. In July, we added an informal 
meet and greet in The Commons to 
connect with summer guests, which was 
well attended. At least two families have 
become members since that event. We 
held another meet and greet later in the 
year for those unable to attend previously. 
We asked community groups to take 
the lead at welcome lunches with their 
friendly presence; we find that involving 
more members helps visitors feel our 
warm welcome.

SPECIAL BLESSINGS
Praise God for these highlights in our 
ministry that reminds every boy, girl, 
man, and woman they are fearfully and 
wonderfully made in God’s image. 

+

Four new families are attending Sunday 
School.

+

Both mom and dad support groups 
are thriving on a consistent Bible study 
and fellowship cycle hosted by the same 
family in the same location. 

+

During Fourth Night, we now provide 
meals for a few families who would 
otherwise not be able to attend. We are 
also hosting special speakers for Fourth 
Night, which has increased attendance 
to 10-15 every other Wednesday. 
The mix of individuals and families is 
helping the Special Blessings ministry 
integrate with the larger congregation.  

+

Recruiting helpers to serve has been 
challenging, but we added two 
volunteers this year. We are very 
grateful to the Lord for our faithful 
Sunday volunteers. Given the new time 
of 11:00 a.m. for all Special Blessings 
Sunday School classes, we pray for 
more volunteers in the new year.

In the new year, we hope to visit the 
Museum of the Bible, continue with 
Saturday swim times and the annual 
fall trip to an orchard, and increase 
interaction with young adult students 
via brunches and Bible studies. 
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Counseling Ministry
The Emmaus House Counseling 

Ministry has been providing 

professional Christian counseling in a 

caring and confidential environment 

by licensed therapists for over  

30 years. 

Each week, dozens of people come for 
appointments, averaging 34 per week, some 
traveling over an hour. In 2019, counselors 
provided care for 74 people from Fourth 
and 112 people from the DC metro area for 
a total of 186. Fourth’s counselors desire to 
provide hope, encouragement, healing, and 
growth to all who seek their assistance.  
 

Deacon Ministry
The Deacon Ministry is comprised 

of men and women who conduct 

a ministry of mercy by caring 

for the physical wellbeing of the 

congregation. The deacons provided 

approximately 40 deacon friends with 

a variety of assistance. 

+
Supported members who were bereaved 
through the loss of a spouse.

+
Helped 67 individuals/families with 
approximately $94,000 in assistance.

+
Added a new deacon email to provide better 
communication with the congregation.

Goals for 2020:

+
Developing processes to better know the 
needs of the congregation and to provide a 
proactive service. 

+
Consolidating information about the 
many mercy ministries in the church; and 
building partnerships.

Your approach of listening, speaking into  
my life, and giving me homework/actions is 
very helpful. 
— Counseling Client

186  
PEOPLE  

received counseling and  
care in 2019

34  
APPOINTMENTS 

per week

Kevin Schick
Director of Counseling

Jessica Schick
Counselor



Family  
Ministries
CHILDRENS MINISTRY
The Children’s Ministry of Fourth 
Presbyterian Church is committed to 
coming alongside families to provide a 
loving, nurturing atmosphere for children 
as they learn to know, love, and follow the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  

Initiatives in 2019:

+

Implemented the Child and Youth 
Protection Policy approved by Session.

+

Created children’s bulletins for worship 
services to help children follow along with 
the services.

+

Began teaching the First Catechism to 
Kindergarten through 5th grade in Sunday 
School classes to help children understand 
God’s character and theological truths.

+

Implemented new Sunday School 
curriculum in September for Kindergarten 
through 4th grade, allowing all preschool 

and elementary classes to follow the same 
curriculum. The curriculum provides a 
well-rounded, in-depth, biblical education 
at age-appropriate levels. 

+

During the summer, Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) gathered 174 children with 
approximately 45% from outside the 
church. Assisting during and behind the 
scenes were 90 adults and children.

As we begin a new decade, we pray for 
grace to encourage and support families 
as they attend classes and worship with 
their children.
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Thank you for the 
outstanding VBS 
and related activities! 
My daughter loved 
VBS and Summer 
Reading Club. We 
play the VBS CD 
every day — she has 
memorized the songs 
and loves doing the 
hand motions. She 
thinks her Books of 
the Bible pen is the 
coolest thing ever. 
From start to finish — 
fantastic. 
—Happy Fourth Parent



The Youth Ministry exists to establish 
young believers, from 6th to 12th grade, in 
their Christian faith, that they might love 
God, know his Word, and serve him. 

In 2019, the youth ministry changed 
the format of high school Sunday school 
from meeting by specific class (freshman, 
sophomore, etc.) to one large, combined 
group. Directors and guest speakers led 
the teaching before breaking into groups 
toward the end.  

+
Over the course of the year, 450 students 
took part in four trips including both 
middle and high school winter retreats, 
combined fall retreat, and summer camp. 

+
Spring brought over 60 together to attend a  
parenting seminar co-led by Jim Byrne and 
Stefan Wiltz. 

+
At the Baccalaureate dinner, 26 graduating 
seniors were celebrated by friends, family, 
and staff.

LOOKING AHEAD
In 2020, we plan to develop a strategy 
to increase discipleship opportunities for 
current students. We want to create groups 
of three to four students who will meet 
regularly with a staff member or volunteer, 
and enlist more adults who are active in 
the church to participate in this initiative. 
We will continue to encourage students to 
reach out to their friends who do not attend 
Fourth and invite them to trips and events. 
Our staff and volunteers will go to where 
kids are to gain the opportunity to share 
Christ with them.

Annual Report
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YOUTH  
MINISTRY 



WHEN STUDENTS REACH OUT 
This year, when a high schooler invited a neighbor friend to a youth event, 
the friend’s younger siblings started attending middle school activities, 
and then their parents began attending Sunday worship. In the fall, both 
parents joined the church. All four of their children have become active in 
the youth ministry. 

Our middle schoolers sometimes bring several friends to Friday Night 
Club, some of whom don’t attend Fourth, or any church, regularly. 
After hearing the message one week, a young man approached Middle 
School Director, Rachel Andre, and asked if it was okay to keep coming 
even though he was an atheist. We are encouraged as we see 
students inviting friends who do not know Christ to 
come to a place where they have the chance to 
experience him.

13
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YOUTH  
MINISTRY 

Trip to Romania
Rising 12th graders traveled 

to Arad, Romania in July/August 
and joined with Romanian  
Christian Enterprises (RCE) 

to put on a summer camp
 for children.
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Missions
The Missions Ministry works to 

promote awareness and involvement 

in the mission of the church around 

the world and to make disciples 

among all people. Our local outreach 

activities focus on acts of mercy with 

local partners. 

Missionaries and Partnerships:

+

We supported 53 missionaries as well as 
7 international partnerships spread across 
the globe, or based in the United States 
working with domestic ministries, or 
traveling frequently to countries of focus. 

+

Two short-term trips were organized with 
16 traveling to Ecuador to work with the 
Quichua Indians and three people serving 
in New York at a YoungLives camp. 

+

Our 2019 Missions Conference introduced 
our local and global partnerships to 
the congregation, focusing on how we 
work with other churches to see the 
gospel spread. 

+

We added three new career missionaries and 
two short-term missionaries. Career: Nicole 
Densmoor (Pioneers), Jackie Burns (World 
Outreach), and Kristen Lalley (Serge). 
Short-term: Solomon Thorat (Youth with 
a Mission) and Louisa Dehart (Mission to 
the World).

We placed emphasis on raising up 
missionaries to go forth from our 
congregation. In the summer, we put a 
missions message in every Sunday school 
class, inviting people to come into the 
children’s classes and provide a missionary 
biography. We also had missionaries speak 
to the middle and high school classes 
throughout the year. In addition, we have 
a mentoring and support group for people 
who feel called to missionary service. 

ENGLISH AS A  
SECOND LANGUAGE
This year, Matilde Palmer assumed the 
role of program coordinator, replacing 
Bill Bronson, who directed and built up 
the ministry over a five year period. Today 
15 volunteers serve 104 students from 
36 countries.

LOCAL OUTREACH
Local Outreach continued offering a series 
of SERVE Days, making a concerted 
effort to expand and communicate service 
opportunities to the congregation.

+

This summer, three people participated 
in a ministry to teen moms in New York 
called YoungLives. They helped provide 
babysitting for the children of 130 
moms from the northeast U.S. who were 
attending the camp.

+

Several people attended a December 
orientation to learn about the after-

school ministry of Child Evangelism 
Fellowship. We hope to have volunteers 
serve in that ministry as a result of that 
training experience.

+

This year we organized a new 
subcommittee to the missions committee 
to look specifically for opportunities for 
congregants to serve in their communities.

Images from Mission Trip to Ecuador



Session
Highlights of 2019 include adoption 

of new church bylaws in April, 

reassignment of responsibilities 

formerly delegated to trustees to 

various session committees, adoption 

of a new employee handbook 

for church staff, implementation 

of a new church database, 

creation of Children’s Ministry and 

Congregational Care as separate 

committees, and initial work on 

updating all committee charters. 

In 2020, there will be 
continued emphasis 
on shepherding of new 
and current members 
through parishes and 
community groups. 
Missions and Outreach, 
Family Ministry, and Adult 
Discipleship will remain as 
mainstays of Session’s outlook  
and oversight.

Please pray for a continued focus on 
the real objectives and priority work of 
the Church. 

Women’s Ministry
One of our primary aims is to see 

women grow in the Lord through 

Bible study. There were many 

evidences of grace as ladies gathered 

around God’s word this year.

+

Each week, approximately 120 women 
participated in Bible studies—Generation 
to Generation (G2G), Monday Night, 
Fourth Night, or Thursday morning.

+

150 ladies attended gatherings each month 
including circles, Reformed Theology 
Reading Group, Monday Night Moms, and 
the Women’s Cancer Support Group.

+

At the spring retreat, 150 women came 
together to learn from Scripture and grow 
in relationship with one another. 

Special Initiatives:

+

The Spring Tea and Christmas Luncheon/
Dessert provided outreach opportunities 
and showcased gifted women within our 
congregation as guest speakers.

+

The Fall Women’s Conference was created 
by women in our congregation who wanted 
something similar to the Men’s Conference 
and brought together approximately 150 to 
hear from the senior pastor. 

+

We began a new Bible study on Monday 
nights to serve women who live in the 
Rockville area, are employed outside the 
home during the day, and are unable to 
attend Fourth Night.

LOOKING AHEAD
In 2020, we hope to grow our mentoring 
ministry, Life-on-Life. We pray a greater 
number of younger ladies will request 
mentors and that trained mentors will step 
up and come alongside them (Titus 2). We 
will conduct a survey to match the desires 
with the needs of those in our ministry.

 



Organist, Fred Markey (at left), and Music Director, 
Douglas Mears, are pictured here with Alice Gordon, 
Mary Clark (our longtime Director of Instrumental 

Music), Melissa Thatch, and Peg Pauls.

Wyeth Duncan, 
Interim Organist

Fourth Strings

HEARTFELT
THANKS:

FOND
FAREWELL:

Michael Butler,  
Interim Director of Music

Worship
Dr. Todd Smedley started the year with a short 

sermon series on Sunday mornings entitled, 

“Blessed to be a Blessing.” Three shorter 

series followed: Paul’s letter to the Philippians, 

selected summer Psalms, and the book of 

Amos. The year concluded with an Advent 

series, “Waiting on Jesus,” on passages from 

Hebrews.

God has blessed our evening worship service this 
year. We continued a sermon series in the Gospel of 
Mark. Weekly childcare was added to help families, 
and weekly attendance grew to an average of 100 
people. We are grateful for the gifted musicians who 
led singing and the dedicated sound technicians who 
served behind the scenes. We will mark the new year 
by starting a sermon series on the Book of Job. 

MUSIC MINISTRY
Last August, we said goodbye to both our Music 
Director, Douglas Mears, and organist, Fred Markey, 
who led the congregation for more than 30 years. 
God blessed us with Michael Butler as our interim 
director and Wyeth Duncan as interim organist. 

We offered new advent music programs including 
Evensong with the Sanctuary Choir and orchestra 
and an evening service combining Christmas carols 
with children’s musical groups. Children’s music, 
including handbells and choirs, continued this 
year with Stephanie Weidle as the new director of 
Celebration Choir and Susan Fuller leading a new 
children’s group, Fourth Strings.

We are grateful for our new director of music, 
Theodore Bickish, who begins work in January 2020.
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Young Adult 
Ministries
Young Adult Ministries includes the 

College, Young Adult, and Young 

Married Fellowships, helping those in 

their 20s and 30s connect and find 

their place both at Fourth and in life 

outside the walls of the church. 

This year, we combined the young adult 
and young married fellowships into one 
community. Prior to September, the young 
married fellowship and young adults 
met as two separate classes at 11:00 a.m. 
Combining forces has resulted in new 
relationships, greater critical mass for the 
class, and more teachers and mentors for 
the young adult community.

Additional Highlights:

+

Approximately 50 young adults attend 
Sunday morning class each week. 

+

Retreats were well attended with 35 at 
the college summer retreat and 49 at the 
young adult retreat. More importantly, 
a meaningful number made significant 
changes in their lives as they processed Dr. 
Bill Davis’ teaching on Biblical Sexuality. 

+

The annual progressive dinner held in 
the summer gathered 46 young adults in 
various homes.

FOURTH FELLOWS 
PROGRAM
The launch of the Fourth Fellows Program 
was a major initiative in 2019. Over 160 
church members attended the launch 
lunch in February and nearly 100 have 
volunteered to serve in some way. A 
significant number of recent college grads 
returned to Fourth after being away and 
others made a commitment to return in 
2020 as Fellows after they graduate.  

Others returning cited significant 
discipleship relationships with adults who 
had invested in their lives during their 
middle and high school years. This shows 
that groundwork is being laid for an 
ecosystem of whole-life discipleship that 
impacts every area of life and extends across 
the various stages of life.

According to Pew Research studies, 
approximately 6 in 10 young adults who 
grew up attending church no longer 
attend. We want to see this trend reversed, 
with every young adult in Fourth’s “orbit” 
connected with Christian peers and 
multiple intergenerational relationships 
within the church, all pointing to Christ. 
To that end, our goal is for multiple Fourth 
members to contact each college student to 
spiritually encourage them this year. We will 
establish and equip a team of young adult 
leaders with ministry ownership and mature 
mentors and shepherd young married 
couples to ensure that new marriages 
have the best chance of flourishing. We 
are praying for 10-14 fellows to be called, 
embraced, and equipped for the first session 
of our Fellows Program (August 2020–May 
2021).

I was so challenged 
by the teaching and 
relationships last 
summer in the College 
Ministry and I knew 
I would get more of 
that if I came back 
and plugged in with 
the Young Adults.
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Fourth Presbyterian Church was received into the 
regional Presbytery at a meeting at Bridge Street Church on 
January 19, 1829, where it was resolved that Rev. Joshua N. 
Danforth would serve as pastor. On March 1, 1829, the first 
Fourth Church, a plain, wooden structure known as “The Little 
White” was completed at the intersection of Ninth Street and 
Grant Place, N.W. During Rev. Danforth’s four-year tenure, 
Fourth’s membership grew to 140 congregants.

Fast forward 190 years. Fourth Church no longer meets in a 
plain, wooden structure in the District of Columbia, but in a 
large, brick and mortar structure overlooking River Road in 
Bethesda, Maryland. Though structures and locations have 
changed, by God’s grace our true foundation in Jesus Christ 
is unmoved—the gospel of his grace remains at the center of 
our belief and practice. The elders, pastors, staff, and members 
of Fourth remain committed to glorifying God by making 
disciples of Jesus Christ through Christ-centered worship, 
gospel-shaped community, Kingdom-advancing multiplication, 
and neighbor-loving service.

May the Lord continue to bless Fourth Church as we delight 
in his glory, demonstrate his grace, and declare his gospel in 
Bethesda and to the ends of the earth.

Sunrise, January 2, 2020
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Bethesda, MD 20816
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